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O Christ who holds the open gate,
O Christ who drives the furrow straight,
O Christ, the plough, O Christ, the laughter
Of holy white birds flying after,
Lo, all my heart's field red and torn,
And Thou wilt bring the young green corn,
The young green corn divinely springing,
The young green corn forever singing;
And when the field is fresh and fair
Thy blessèd feet shall glitter there,
And we will walk the weeded field,
And tell the golden harvest's yield,
The corn that makes the holy bread
By which the soul of man is fed,
The holy bread, the food unpriced,
Thy everlasting mercy, Christ.
From The Everlasting Mercy by John Masefield
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Editorial

Spring - my favourite season, the sun is shining, the grass is growing, birds
are singing and the flowers are looking more lovely each day. Still, this
dreadful war in the Ukraine casts a pall over us all. Watching the news on
the TV I sometimes feel like I’m sitting on the side-lines at some ghastly
cosmic football match, desperately hoping that against overwhelming
odds, “our” side will win. One small glimmer of hope that caught my
attention amongst all the dreadful and heart-breaking coverage was to
hear on the radio that in the intervals between curfews and bombardments
the resilient citizens of Ukraine set up street markets in open spaces selling
anything and everything, but that the biggest queues form at the seed
stalls. Prudence and necessity of course to try and grow food, but what
faith in the future it shows.
So, life goes on for us in our peaceful village too, as it has to, wherever
you find yourself living. The gardeners are out mowing lawns, planting
potatoes and sowing seeds, the sun shines, April showers fall, trees begin
to blossom, and life carries on as it must.
That other wonderful sign of spring - the bird migration, is well underway.
Many thanks to Peter Hazelwood for sharing with us what birds he has seen
and hopes to see down at the power station. It was Peter who wrote in last
month’s mag about his otter sightings which amazed so many of us.
Our researcher Ruth has been out and about finding other local hidden
gems to visit and this month has come up with another interesting walk to
a viewing point that looks across both the Rivers Wye and Severn at once.
On that theme, here’s a reminder for Alan Butt’s talk about his life as a
‘river hobbler’ on both rivers, for the Alveston Local History Society on
Wednesday 27 April. He’s a wonderful speaker with many local connections
and a wealth of interesting stories and anecdotes.
And finally, as we enjoy the hope that Spring always seems to bring, it
seems appropriate to mention that on 17 April, Revd Joy will begin our
Easter Sunday celebrations with a Dawn Service at 6am
at the top of the hill at St Arilda’s, and there will also
be the chance to sing Easter Sunday hymns outdoors
at St Mary’s in Shepperdine at 3pm – as always, all
are very welcome to come along to either or both.

Happy Easter to everyone
from Chris and the team at 4ward

The Hall Matters
Activity in the Hall over the last few weeks has been dominated by the Six
Nations Rugby Tournament. Rugby fans have enjoyed some very exciting
games – as well as disappointments, controversial moments and an
unbelievable comeback by Italy scoring a try in the last few minutes to seal
a victory against Wales. Watching the games on a big screen with HD
certainly enhances the ambiance. On the back of this success we are very
happy to show any TV event so long as there is a reasonable amount of
interest, this does not need to be limited to sporting events but can be
anything of interest, i.e. Proms in the Park, Glastonbury, Last Night of the
Proms to name but a few.
Admin-wise we have now been granted a licence to sell alcohol on a
permanent basis, this in turn places additional responsibility on the
Management Committee and the Hirer. We have amended our Terms and
Conditions to reflect these changes, please make sure you have read these,
revised March 2022, if you are hiring the Hall in the future.
I would like to say a big thank you to Angela and Doug for organising the
100 Club, and to all the 97 members who have supported the Hall; this
month we were presented with £1,000 from the ‘club’. A magnificent effort
by you all. If you have not joined, just to remind you there are cash prizes
awarded each month, from £20 to £10; our aim is to get over 100 people
in the club - not too far to go now!
The very successful quiz night returns on Friday 22nd April, the last one
was a really enjoyable night with some challenging questions and some
interesting interpretations of the mark scheme, however, Jan did an
excellent job as judge and jury. It was wonderful to see such a competitive
spirit!! There will be a bar available to help loosen up the grey matter.
We have the Spring Fair on Saturday 23rd April, where locally made crafts
will be on sale, along with a stall selling bedding plants. Light refreshments
will be available on the day.
The following weekend the Hall, along with St Arilda’s Church, will be part
of the Severn Vale Arts Trail that runs from the Thursday to the Monday.
There will be exhibitions at both locations so why not pop along and view
the exhibits.
On Saturday 14th May the Hall will be hosting Clusterfunk, a band that has
gained a local reputation, playing a selection of Funk, Soul and Pop music.
The Keith Miller Experience will also be providing dance music to complete
the night’s entertainment, and with Keith’s play list (as witnessed at the
silent disco) this should be a lively, fun night! A bar will be available to
keep you refreshed. Tickets are £5.00 and on sale in the Shop.

The Hall is actively engaged in events to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee,
which include a drop in breakfast morning on Thursday 2nd June , a display
of past Coronation and Jubilee memorabilia, and we will be streaming the
Queen’s concert from the Palace on the Saturday night. More details next
month.
The Hall takes on a new event on Thursday 23rd June. We are offering a
Theatrical event, as live theatre returns at last to the Hall; it is a period
comedy with music, set in post-war Britain; Weston-super-Mare to be more
specific! It’s a long-established show put on by the ‘Ministry of
Entertainment’ and described as ‘hilarious’ by Stage Magazine. You can
‘check them out’ at www.ministryofentertainment.co.uk - an experience
not to be missed. Tickets will be on sale in the Shop during May.
Please feel free to contact me regarding questions or suggestions on how
you would like to see the Hall develop, or activities to put on.
Chris Jennings
Hot Gossip
It was a joy to see so many lovely ladies at the Hot Gossip afternoon tea
on Friday 25th March. As usual all the refreshments, washed down with
lots of tea and prosecco, went down very well!! Plenty of gossip and a quick
game of tea-party bingo which resulted in a couple of lucky winners. £50
was also donated to ‘Stand Up To Cancer’ from the proceeds of the ticket
sales. We look forward to organising the next Hot Gossip, which will
probably take place in the late summer.
Jan Willcox

OLDBURY ON SEVERN MEMORIAL HALL

SPRING FAYRE
CRAFT & PLANT STALLS
refreshments

Saturday 23rd April
10.30am – 1.00pm

Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club
Draw Winners

1st prize.
2nd prize.
3rd prize.
4th prize.

£20
£15
£10
£10

March
Ian Rankin
Maureen Reddrop
Doug Mills
Ken White

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome!
Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere
at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828
Oldbury-on-Severn Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022
Plans to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 continue with a
wide range of events and competitions being organised between Thursday
2nd and Sunday 5th of June. The invite and programme will be delivered
to every home in Oldbury on Severn Parish (Oldbury, Shepperdine, Cowhill
and Kington) this month, so please look out for it and return the reply slip
for entries and submissions via our new Jubilee Post Box, or email (below).
So far we have about 75 orders for the children’s £5 Jubilee Crown Coin. If
your child/children, of Primary School age or under on 31st August, DOES
NOT attend Busy Bees or Oldbury School, please tell us their names asap
via jubileeoldburyonsevern@gmail.com so we can order enough. Every
child at Busy Bees or Oldbury School is already accounted for and will get
a coin! Thank you very much to the Community Shop for donating these.
Events over the four days include: Beacon Lighting with a Hog Roast, a
Bar, and The Cotswold Male Voice Choir; Jubilee Breakfast; Flower Festival
at St Arilda’s with the theme ‘Through the Years’; Jubilee Exhibition;
Jubilee Big Lunch, Fair and Service; Jubilee Parish Trail; Family Dog Show;
Children’s Jubilee Card Competition (judged by Lorna Page); Competition
for Best Decorated Jubilee Porch, Window or Gate (judged by Jenny Hales),
and a competition for a ‘Pudding Fit For A Queen’ (judged by Ian Knapp).
Could residents also please look out any Oldbury photos or memorabilia
from the following events that they could lend us for the Jubilee Exhibition:
The 1953 Oldbury Coronation Pageant, 1977 Silver Jubilee, 2002 Golden
Jubilee or 2012 Diamond Jubilee? Thank you. We would welcome more help
in organising and helping at the Platinum Jubilee events - our next meeting
is Monday 4th April, 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall. Everyone is welcome.
Matthew Riddle

Shop Spot
The Shop’s Annual Members’ Meeting took place on 29th March in the
Memorial Hall and was well attended. The presentations reconfirmed that
the Shop has continued to be a tremendous success and is well supported
by our volunteers, customers and suppliers. The Shop financial accounts
up to September 2021 were presented, showing higher sales of around
£91k and a profit of around £9k after donations and tax deductions. This
in itself is a fantastic achievement when taking into account the disruption
caused by the pandemic and the subsequent reduced Shop opening hours.
This success has only been achieved due to the support of our dedicated
group of volunteers. We are always looking to increase volunteer numbers
so if anyone would like to help and join us, please call me on 01454418619.
There are no hard rules on the number of hours you work and the Shop is
very flexible around holidays or sickness etc. As mentioned in last month’s
4ward, the work of our volunteers has meant we have been able to donate
£32k to local good causes and charities in the first eight years of operation.
As usual we will be closed on Easter Sunday (17th April). Unfortunately,
because of the closure we will have no Sunday papers on that day.
On behalf of the Committee,
we wish you and your families
a very Happy Easter.
Chris Awde

Charlie Dog Phonetics
I have enjoyed reading the antics of Charlie Dog Tymko - especially the
doughnut episode during last year’s Sailing Club Regatta. But did you know
that the names ‘Charlie’ and ‘Dog’ have a somewhat more deadly
background? When telecoms technology developed to the point when the
human voice could be transmitted, a way had to be found of
communicating letters that sounded similar (such as M & N) when the
signal was a bit ropey. “Phonetic Alphabets” were devised where a letter
was represented by a well-known word (the word ‘phonetic’ was misused
as to its meaning, but has become common parlance in this context). They
were especially needed during wartime, when the correct letters
transmitted over the radio could be a matter of life and death.
The RAF Radio Alphabet adopted the above two names between 1924 and
1956. The full Alphabet was: ABLE, BAKER, CHARLIE, DOG, EASY,
FREDDIE, GEORGE, HARRY, INK, JOHNNY, KING, LONDON, MIKE, NUTS,
ORANGE, PIP, QUEEN, ROBERT, SUGAR, TOC, UNCLE, VICTOR, WILLIAM,
X-RAY, YORKER, ZEBRA (most letters had one or more alternatives).
In the 1950s, NATO (everyone knows what NATO is…) devised the Phonetic
Alphabet still in use today: ALFA(sic), BRAVO, CHARLIE, DELTA, ECHO,
FOXTROT, GOLF, HOTEL, INDIA, JULIETT(sic), KILO, LIMA, MIKE,
NOVEMBER, OSCAR, PAPA, QUEBEC, ROMEO, SIERRA, TANGO, UNIFORM,
VICTOR, WHISKEY, X-RAY, YANKEE, ZULU. Perhaps it is a good idea to
memorise this alphabet, especially if one is of a certain age and going a bit
deaf like me.
Gordon Battye
Cape Wrath Calling: A 950-mile solo walk from Start Point to
Cape Wrath supporting The Trussell Trust [trusselltrust.org]
Hello, my name is Paul Trusswell, I’m 63 years young, and I’m going on
another very long walk. At around 950 miles, ‘Cape Wrath Calling’ is the
longest route I’ve planned so far. My walk will commence at the enticingly
named Start Point on the southern tip of Devon, on the morning of 1 April
2022, April Fool’s Day. (You can draw your own conclusion!) I’ll be following
the South West Coast Path north to Exeter, and then continuing northwards
across Devon following the Exe Valley Way, leaving the route near Exebridge
to cross the Haddon and Brendon Hills, then on to meet the coast at Watchet.
From there I'll follow the coast eastwards passing under both Severn Bridges
to follow the Severn Way where I plan to arrive in Oldbury late afternoon on
Saturday 9 April. I’m staying in Oldbury overnight, and setting off north
along the Severn Way again the following morning, heading for Scotland.
For more details or for a link to donate please visit https://trek.truswell.org/

Local Hidden Gems – the Eagle’s Nest viewpoint near Chepstow
People living in 4ward’s area tend to agree
that there is no better place than right here,
so if you are up for a short but somewhat
strenuous walk, why not take a look towards
Oldbury from a rather different viewpoint?
The Eagle’s Nest is a spectacular location on
the cliffs high above the River Wye north of
Chepstow, from where, on a clear day, you
can look out across both the Rivers Wye and
Severn, and see the Sailing Club, the houses
in Westmarsh Lane, St Arilda’s Church, and,
behind them, Thornbury with its Castle and
Church. The viewpoint is about 1km / half a
mile from the Upper Wyndcliff Forestry
Commission Car Park, along forest paths
that have a steady uphill gradient, and which can be slippery after rain, so
sturdy footwear and a realistic assessment of your fitness is advised. There
is also another viewpoint with a bench, only a few yards along quite an easy
path to the right as you enter the car park, but the views are less extensive.
In addition, there is a longer circular trail route, which is officially ‘difficult’.
To get there, drive across the M48 Severn Bridge and take the A466 north
past Chepstow Racecourse. Continue following the main road at St Arvans
where it turns right, but at the next sharp right-hand bend on the A466,
leave the main road and go straight ahead along a minor road. You will
find the car park at the point where the road makes a very sharp left turn.
The car park sign has THIS MAP:
Head LEFT (East), follow the path
round two bends, going left then
sharp right, then continue STRAIGHT
ON when you get to THIS SIGN  or
you’ll find
365 steep
& uneven
steps down!
The Eagle’s Nest viewpoint is 200m
after the sign, down a few steps to the right of the main path, and feels like
a balcony, with railings at the front, and plenty of stone seating for you to enjoy
a rest before returning to the car park by the same route. Don’t forget to
take your binoculars, if you have any, to see Oldbury in a bit more detail!

View from The Eagle’s Nest – Oldbury is across the Severn on the left-hand
side in the far distance, with a large loop of the Wye in the foreground.
Thornbury
Castle / Church

River
Severn

Sailing Club

Westmarsh Lane

St Arilda’s

A tantalising hint of some of the Oldbury / Thornbury landmarks visible from
the Eagle’s Nest – a visit with binoculars on a clear day is greatly superior!
Ruth Riddle
Alveston Local History Society
Wednesday 27 April at 7.30pm at Alveston Methodist Church
‘Memories of working the rivers Wye and Severn’
by the River Hobbler's Apprentice - Alan Butt
We look forward to welcoming anyone from Oldbury who likes to venture up
the hill. Alan is a very entertaining speaker with many Oldbury connections.
There will be a charge of £3 per person to include tea or coffee.

Church Services for April 2022

St. Mary’s
Thornbury
3rd
10.30am HC
10th
10.30am All Age
MP
17th
10.30am
Easter Sunday
All age Holy
Communion WITH
BAPTISMS and
Easter egg hunt
24th
10.30am HC

St. Arilda’s
Oldbury
3rd 4.00pm
Refresh!
10th 6.00pm
Palm Sunday
Choral evensong
13th Wednesday
7.00pm Night Prayer
15th 3.00pm
Good Friday
Walk of Witness
17th 6.00am
Easter Sunday
Dawn Service
Holy Communion
24th No service
1st May 4.00pm
Refresh!

St. Mary’s
Shepperdine

St. Oswald’s
Rockhampton

Open as a place
of pilgrimage
and prayer.

Please check
locally for
Weekly benefice
services
all 10:30am

For details phone
01454 260316
17th 3.00pm
Easter Sunday
Hymns Outdoors

St Oswald’s
4th Sunday
Rev Sue by email
revsue@croftt.org.uk
or
phone
01454 600674

Catholic

Morton Baptist

Thornbury Quakers

Christ the King,
Thornbury.
Sunday Mass
9.30am
10.30am

Morning Service
Every Sunday
at
10.30am

Chantry Community
Centre on Castle
Street

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk

Holy Cross, Wotton
Under Edge
Saturday
(vigil Mass) 5.00pm

See
https://mortonbaptist.org
for details

Sunday
10.30am
Further details contact
Sheila Waters on
07738495776

Christian Comment
My favourite service last year was waking up early morning on Easter
Sunday to gather at the top of the hill around our Easter fire. Oldbury feels
like it was made for a dawn service, with the birds coming out in all their
glory to sing in the new day, as we celebrated together the wonders of the
Easter story.
Easter or Christmas? Which one do you prefer? Which one means the most?
It turns out you can’t have one without the other! Jesus needs to be born
for his life to be lived, and death follows on for each one of us when the
time comes… but, Easter morning? Easter morning throws a spanner in the
works!
Everything else is something we have known in our lives, shared with our
family and loved ones. We each know what it means to share in the joy of
a new life, from family and friends to the new-born lambs. Most of us have
also experienced the loss of a loved one, and shared in the grief that comes
with that. Good Friday is a day when we recognise not only the death of
Jesus, but the brokenness in our world that we all know, especially at the
moment as we think of those, affected by war and displacement, looking
for a safe haven.
But, with Easter morning, God introduces something new.
When we place people to rest in our beautiful churchyard, we use those
familiar words ‘ashes to ashes, dust to dust’; a reminder that we each come
from the earth, and return to it again. But then we say ‘trusting in the
promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ’…
Easter morning is what it is all about. The day that God flipped the script
and gave us trust in something completely extraordinary - life with God
forever. Whatever day-to-day life looks like, we do not travel through it
alone, but with the company of a God who loves us, and with his promise
of the time to come when things will be transformed and life’s sorrows left
behind in the dawn of a new day. I pray, this Easter, that we would all
know the joy of new things to come.
Revd Joy
The dawn service at St Arilda’s will return again this year,
gathering at our Easter fire at 6am on 17th April.
All are welcome!’

Rockhampton Parish Council Report
The Parish Council met on Monday 21st February 2022, a meeting which
was attended by three members of the public.
Councillors decided to respond to the South Gloucestershire Local Plan –
Phase 2, in particular the section regarding proposals for Wind Energy
which could have an impact on the Parish. Councillors also discussed the
planning application for a temporary workers’ dwelling on land off Hill Road
and agreed, taking into account comments raised earlier during public
participation, to object to this application on three grounds: of potential
flooding, the development was considered to be out of character with its
surroundings, and that the design did not resemble a temporary dwelling.
Cllrs also discussed the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and how the Parish
Council should commemorate this. It was suggested that a commemorative
bench would be appropriate, although funding would need to be found and
it was agreed to establish what grants might be available before taking this
forward. Although not present, it was understood that Cllr Mitchell-Skinner
was organising an informal committee to discuss the planned Picnic on the
Green on Sunday 5 June and more information would follow at a later date.
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council meeting on Monday 23
May in the Village Hall, immediately after the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm.
James Carpenter
rockhamptonpc@gmail.com

[Clerk, Rockhampton Parish Council]
rockhamptonparishcouncil.co.uk

Spring Migration at the Power Station
The long wait over the winter months has finally ended, and the summer
birds are starting to appear! The first are always Chiffchaffs, singing their
name from the trees continuously, “chiff, chaff, chiff, chaff…” from late
February (on the 28th this year) until October. They winter in Portugal and
southern Spain, so have a shorter distance to travel than the longerdistance migrants that are next to arrive. The first Wheatears arrived on
the banks of The Pill by the Sailing Club on 12th March, three days earlier
than the 10-year average first date. It is always males that are first, with
their steel-blue backs, on their way to set up a territory and then attract a
mate. They will have left Africa about a month ago to journey north.
The other early migrants that have
already been seen in the country are
Sand Martins and Little Ringed Plovers,
which are both associated with water
bodies like reservoirs and gravel pits. I
expect to see my first Sand Martin
flying over the lake or going straight
through in mid-March, followed closely
by the first Swallow and then a couple
of weeks later, House Martins returning
to the eaves of a couple of special
houses in the village. Some Swallows
have managed to over-winter along the
south
coast
this
year,
saving
themselves a 9000km return trip to
South Africa!
Little Ringed Plover is a delightful little
wader that used to breed occasionally in
the lagoons of the power station when they had water and mud in. Now
that the lagoons are over-grown, they are only seen on migration, turning
up at any floodwater lying in the fields. (See opsbirding.co.uk/site.htm for
more information about the lagoons and a map of the site.)
Wheatear - credit to Tim Smith

As well as this more traditional spring migration, there is also the
movement north of all the thousands of birds that have been on the estuary
all winter, like the 2,000 Dunlin which have already departed to fly to
southern Scandinavia and Iceland (and the northern UK). We will then get
a passage through of the alpina subspecies that breed further north and
east (as far as Russia) in April, and then in May I will be looking out for the
few arctica birds that pass through on their way to NE Greenland (having

found my first two of these last year). This succession is required, as the
further north they breed, the later their nesting sites are released from ice.
There is also the flock of 300 Curlews that have a High Tide roost just
downriver of the sailing club over the winter. The majority of these birds
have also left, leaving about 80 birds less than 2 years old (when they
usually start to breed). These unassuming birds will have flown to their
breeding grounds which, we know from birds with coloured leg-rings, are
in Holland, Germany and Finland. But some of the birds remain in the
Severn Vale, breeding on wet meadows upriver. Sadly, there are very few
of these birds left, and a lot of work is going into trying to save those
remaining (search “Curlew Action”). One such bird was ‘headstarted’ at
Slimbridge (i.e. eggs are removed from nests that would be destroyed at
a Norfolk airfield to stop bird-strikes on aircraft, and raised until they can
be released back into the wild). It has ring number ‘23’ on its leg, and has
spent the last two winters on Lagoon 1 and the nearby shore. But,
excitingly, it managed to raise a chick with its partner at Minsterworth,
near Gloucester, one of only 10 Curlew chicks that are known to have
fledged the nest in Gloucestershire last year.
Large numbers of other waders will be passing through from further south,
on their way to arctic breeding grounds. In April we get some large mixed
flocks of chestnut-red-coloured Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover with black
chests and Whimbrel (the smaller cousin of the Curlew), flying high up the
estuary to the NE - a spectacular sight of migration in action. Other waders
may be seen in smaller numbers on the shore at High Tide: Common
Sandpiper, Greenshank, Knot, Sanderling and Black-tailed Godwits, the
latter on their way to Iceland.
Looking forward to what will be arriving around the grounds in the next month,
Willow Warblers will be ‘lilting down the scale’ with their song, followed by
Redstarts, Whinchats, Sedge & Reed Warblers in the reeds, Whitethroats,
Yellow Wagtails and Lesser Whitethroats, which usually coincide with the
Hawthorns in full flower, which they are usually found among.
Then at the end of April / start of May, the late migrants like Swift, Garden
Warbler, Hobby and Cuckoo arrive. We are very lucky to still have calling
Cuckoos on-site as they have become infrequent elsewhere in the area. In
a good year, we may also see a Spotted Flycatcher, and hopefully a Pied
Flycatcher or a Wood Warbler.
In April 2020 a previously unknown movement of Common Scoters (an allblack sea duck which nests in the Arctic, but also in Scotland in small
numbers) was identified. The birds were heard calling overhead in a wide
swathe of the country, as they headed from the West coast, going NE, to

the East coast (roughly following a line from The Severn to The Wash). This
passage was first picked up by ‘nocmig’. This is short for Nocturnal Migration,
and is when a recording device is left in a quiet location overnight. The long
recording is then analysed by some clever software which just picks out
the sounds, and birds identified from these. These ducks are occasionally
seen resting from their travels on the Tidal Reservoir at Low Tide.
Some more unusual birds are regular here on migration: Red Kite,
Sandwich Tern, Tree Pipit and Mediterranean Gull (among commoner gull
movements). A Great White Egret flew up the estuary recently.
In April and May, ANYTHING could turn
up! Last year was particular good, as I
found the first record of Little Bunting
for South Gloucestershire, and a White
Stork was tracked flying along the
shore to the SW (photo to left by Paul
Bowerman). This probably came from
a re-introduction scheme at the Knepp
Estate in Sussex.
Then in June this lovely Rose-coloured Starling (below) spent a day feeding
on the grass. It is an Eastern European species, which irrupts some years,
and this was such a year, with flocks of hundreds in France and Spain. Only
the sixth for South Gloucestershire.
For me, part of the wonder of
migration is, how do the birds
manage to complete the huge
distances they travel? Their epic
journeys must put them right on
the limits of their endurance.
And the other part of the wonder
is, how do they navigate to the
same patch every year? The latest
research has found that direction
of migration is inherited, and that
the angle of the Earth’s magnetic
field is used to define the stopping.
point along that route.

Rose-coloured Starling - credit to Paul Taylor

PS. See my website at opsbirding.co.uk for the latest bird and other wildlife
news from the Power Station.
Peter Hazelwood

Thornbury Choral Society are back!
Saturday 14 May at 7.30pm at The Castle School
Thornbury Choral Society will be presenting a concert with full orchestra,
their first since the lockdown in 2020 banned singing in enclosed spaces.
The main works are both by Haydn - his Harmoniemesse and his Symphony
No 1 in D major. Soloists in the mass are - Soprano: Emily Wenman, Alto:
Harriet Hougham-Slade, Tenor: Deryck Webb and Bass: Daniel Robson.
Music is provided by the Thornbury Camerata and the conductor is Stephen
Kings. The final work is the Miserere by Zelenka. It is not clear if Haydn
knew of Zelenka - he was only a teenage chorister when Zelenka died - but
they share a passion for the religious choral music then in vogue in Germany.
Tickets available from choir members and (from 1st May), from Horders,
Thornbury High St, or contact 01454-854718 / thornburychoral@gmail.com

Lighthouse going ahead
Mr and Mrs Mardon of Kington have received planning permission to build
a 75-metre lighthouse in their garden. Mr and Mrs Mardon will knock down
the existing house to make way for the new structure. Mr Mardon said: “It
is important to keep the river traffic safe and this structure will serve a
very important purpose. It will have two wind generators, a mobile phone
mast and GPS masts incorporated.”
The building will be built from rose granite rocks from northern France,
individually machined to interlock, and 800mm phosphor bronze pegs.
There will be three, two-storey flats incorporated, and the whole structure
will be built on a concrete pile and ring beam system on a three-metre arch
designed to avoid flooding at the ground level. After due consideration the
planners have agreed to give the go ahead if the lighthouse beam is only
turned on until 10pm and it is not re-lit until after 7am, so as not to disturb
neighbours and nocturnal creatures. Building work planned to begin 01/04/22.

Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.
April 2022
Day

High

Fri 1
Sat 2
Sun
3
Mon
4
Fri 8

12:45 AM
BST / 9.51
m

Sat 9

1:28 AM BST
/ 8.58 m

Sun
10

2:23 AM BST
/ 7.75 m

Mon
11

3:41 AM BST
/ 7.22 m

Fri
15
Sat
16
Sun
17
Mon
18

Sat
23

12:02 AM
BST / 11.46
m
12:53 AM
BST / 10.50
m

Sun
24

1:54 AM BST
/ 9.50 m

Mon
25

3:07 AM BST
/ 8.72 m

Fri
22

Fri
29
Sat
30

Low
3:40 AM
BST / 0.67
m
4:20 AM
BST / 0.39
m
4:57 AM
BST / 0.35
m
5:30 AM
BST / 0.50
m
7:38 AM
BST / 2.16
m
8:19 AM
BST / 2.69
m
9:13 AM
BST / 3.17
m
10:25 AM
BST / 3.42
m
2:18 AM
BST / 1.97
m
3:05 AM
BST / 1.33
m
3:48 AM
BST / 0.79
m
4:30 AM
BST / 0.39
m
7:21 AM
BST / 0.89
m
8:13 AM
BST / 1.46
m
9:14 AM
BST / 2.01
m
10:30 AM
BST / 2.30
m
2:28 AM
BST / 1.26
m
3:14 AM
BST / 0.95
m

High

Low

4:02 PM
8:39 AM BST
BST / 0.32
/ 11.32 m
m
4:40 PM
9:20 AM BST
BST / 0.22
/ 11.89 m
m
5:15 PM
9:58 AM BST
BST / 0.35
/ 12.13 m
m
10:35 AM
5:47 PM
BST / 12.01 BST / 0.64
m
m
7:56 PM
1:07 PM BST
BST / 2.59
/ 8.97 m
m
8:42 PM
1:56 PM BST
BST / 3.11
/ 8.04 m
m
9:44 PM
3:03 PM BST
BST / 3.50
/ 7.31 m
m
11:03 PM
4:31 PM BST
BST / 3.56
/ 7.05 m
m
2:44 PM
7:47 AM BST
BST / 1.53
/ 9.81 m
m
3:29 PM
8:24 AM BST
BST / 0.96
/ 10.85 m
m
4:11 PM
9:00 AM BST
BST / 0.51
/ 11.74 m
m
4:52 PM
9:37 AM BST
BST / 0.25
/ 12.37 m
m
12:28 PM
7:45 PM
BST / 10.92 BST / 1.39
m
m
8:41 PM
1:24 PM BST
BST / 2.00
/ 9.85 m
m
9:49 PM
2:32 PM BST
BST / 2.48
/ 8.88 m
m
11:09 PM
3:50 PM BST
BST / 2.58
/ 8.32 m
m
2:54 PM
7:34 AM BST
BST / 0.92
/ 10.18 m
m
3:37 PM
8:18 AM BST
BST / 0.76
/ 10.86 m
m

High
9:01 PM BST
/ 11.43 m

Moon Sunrise Sunset
New
Moon

6:45 AM
BST

7:43 PM
BST

6:43 AM
BST

7:45 PM
BST

6:41 AM
BST

7:47 PM
BST

6:39 AM
BST

7:48 PM
BST

6:30 AM
BST

7:55 PM
BST

6:27 AM
BST

7:57 PM
BST

6:25 AM
BST

7:58 PM
BST

6:23 AM
BST

8:00 PM
BST

8:06 PM BST
/ 10.18 m

6:14 AM
BST

8:07 PM
BST

8:42 PM BST
Full Moon
/ 11.16 m

6:12 AM
BST

8:09 PM
BST

9:19 PM BST
/ 11.95 m

6:10 AM
BST

8:10 PM
BST

9:56 PM BST
/ 12.42 m

6:08 AM
BST

8:12 PM
BST

5:59 AM
BST

8:19 PM
BST

5:57 AM
BST

8:20 PM
BST

5:55 AM
BST

8:22 PM
BST

5:53 AM
BST

8:24 PM
BST

5:45 AM
BST

8:30 PM
BST

5:44 AM
BST

8:32 PM
BST

9:39 PM BST
/ 11.86 m
10:17 PM
BST / 11.95
m
10:53 PM
BST / 11.71
m

First
Quarter

Last
Quarter

7:58 PM BST
/ 10.36 m
8:38 PM BST
/ 10.99 m

New
Moon

Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page

Exhibitions from
Thursday 28th April
to Monday 2nd May
Severn Vale Art Trail, a celebration of local artists and their work
The Severn Vale Art Trail was established in 2006 out of the desire to
promote the work of local artists and make art accessible to all.
This year the art trail showcases 63 artists in 28 venues over 5 days
exhibiting their work in their homes, studios, community halls and
churches throughout the Severn Vale, including two group venues here in
Oldbury!
There is a huge variety of both contemporary and traditional art on display
in a range of mediums from drawing and painting, ceramics, sculpture and
stained glass as well as jewellery and textiles. Spend an hour, an
afternoon, a day or several days exploring the art trail and enjoying the
creativity of local artists.
Oldbury Memorial Hall
Open 12pm to 4pm on Thursday 28th
From 10am to 4pm every other day
Photography from Becky Arnold and paintings by
Pauline Darley, Jackie Windeatt and Colin Wise.

St Arilda’s Church
Open between 10am and 5pm (10am - 4pm on Sunday 1st)
Jewellery by Anne Lewandowska, photography by Halina Lewandowska
and paintings by Vivien Townsend.

This is a free community event open to people of all ages.
For more details about artists and venues please check out the website:
www.severnvalearttrail.org

Thornbury Orchestra Concert

The Armstrong Arts Group Presents:
The Moscow Drug Club
Transcendent Troubadours
of Gypsy Cabaret and Swing
Intrigued?
Moscow Drug Club is a curious musical place where elements of Berlin
Cabaret, Hot Club de France, French Musette and storytelling meet…….
Imagine having a few to drink, staggering arm-in-arm into the darkness of
an Eastern European cobbled street and stumbling into a bar where Django
Reinhard and Tom Waits
are having an after-hours
jam
with
the
local
Tziganes.
Evocative and inspiring, the
musicians combine their
original material with songs
by the likes of Jaques Brel,
Tom Waits, Leonard Cohen
and Eartha Kitt. Moscow
Drug Club deliver an
intoxicating and intimate
musical experience. You
are cordially invited to
share a wry smile with us
as you enter the darkly
comic world of Moscow
Drug Club…. This way
please, and mind the
cobbles!

13th

Friday
May at
7.30pm.
Tickets £14

“Moscow Drug Club played
a beautiful set consisting of
musical
talent
beyond
technology, reminding us
all of where music came
from and what it is about.”

The performance will take place at The Ship Inn, Thornbury Road,
Alveston, BS35 3LL on Friday 13th May at 7.30pm. Tickets are £14
and food is available for £10 to be eaten earlier. Bookings can be
made by emailing AAGThornbury@gmail.com or phoning 01454 850933.

Thornbury Library
Home Library Service (Books to your door.)
Do you, or anyone you know, find it difficult to get to the library for books?
If the answer is yes, please contact thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or
ring 01454 868006 to ask about our Home Library Service, as we have
volunteers happy to help you.
“Spring into Easter” Wednesday 13 April 9.30am-10.30am
*AND* Wednesday 20 April 9.30am-10.30am
Join us for stories, a very different egg treasure hunt, and some lovely crafts.
LEGO CLUB Saturday 09 April 9.30am-10.30am
*AND* Saturday 30 April 9.30am-10.30am
Listen to a story or poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces and
display them in the library for your family and friends to see.
“Family Story time and simple activities”
Saturday 02 April 9.30am *AND* Saturday 23 April 9.30am
Lovely stories to listen to and crafts to make.
Rhymetime - Every Monday and Friday 9.30am-10am
Rhymes and songs for parents and babies/toddlers to enjoy together
Computer Support 1-1. Our volunteer can help with IT / online questions.
“Sight Support West of England drop in” Monday 25 April 10am-1pm
Support and advice for people with visual impairments.
Thank you for continuing to help keep everyone safe! Please:
 Don’t visit the library with Covid symptoms or if you test positive
 Consider everyone’s safety and choose to wear a face covering
 Use the hand sanitiser provided
 Respect others’ space
Note: Libraries are no longer providing boxes of lateral flow tests.
Staffed Times
Monday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Wednesday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Thursday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Friday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday:
9.30am - 12.30pm

Open Access (Unstaffed)
Every day:
8.00am – 7.30pm
Please note:
A 15-minute lapse will occur
between staff closing time
and Open Access starting.

For more information on any of the above, or to book any of the activities
listed, please contact us by dropping in to see us at Thornbury Library, or
phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries

Calendar Dates for Oldbury
All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!
1st
4th
6th
8th
22nd
23rd
28th
4th
13th
14th
1st
2nd

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
May
May
May
June
June

Fri
Mon
Wed
Fri
Fri
Sat
Thur
Wed
Fri
Sat
Wed
Thur

10th
23rd

June
June

Fri
Thur

.

GMB [Grumpy Man’s Breakfast]
Jubilee Planning Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Jazz Club, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm
OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm
Quiz Night, Memorial Hall,
Spring Fair, Memorial Hall, 10.30am to 1.00pm
Severn Vale Arts Trail- Hall & Church untill Mon 2nd May
Jazz Club, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm
OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm
Live Music by Clusterfunk, Memorial Hall,
Jazz Club, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm
Queen’s Jubilee, drop in breakfast & display of past
Coronation and Jubilee memorabilia
OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm
Theatrical event by the Ministry of Entertainment

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this
diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com
Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time.
Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon,
on the last Tuesday of the month.
Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103

Rainfall
February
2022

2021

2020

73.5mm
2.87”

69mm
2.72”

192mm
7.56”

