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The Swallow  

 

Kind nature gave thee power of flight, 

And sheen of plume and iris bright, 

And everything that was thy right, 

And thou art well contented; 

In August days thy young are grown, 

Then southward turn to warmer zone, 

And follow where thy mates have flown, 

But leave our love cemented. 

 

John Burroughs (April 3 1837 – March 29 1921) 
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Editorial 
 

 
 
 

 
We do love an anniversary at 4ward, the more arcane and obscure the 
better, so I was a bit miffed when I realised we had missed the 500th 
anniversary of the execution of Edward Stafford, the third Duke of 
Buckingham, and Lord of the Manor of Thornbury during the reign of King 
Henry VIII. I blame Covid of course, and the Lockdown-induced brain fog 
that affected so many of us. Better late than never, we have an article by 
Tony Cherry, in association with Meg Wise from Thornbury and District 
Museum, about the downfall of Edward Stafford who does seem to have 
been a thoroughly unpleasant character. I read somewhere that alongside 
of his rebuilding of Thornbury Castle, Stafford “imparked” a thousand acres 
of land for his exclusive use, which didn’t go down well with the local 
peasantry.  
 
Tony Cherry also told me that by a weird coincidence, the reopening of the 
Thornbury Castle Hotel and Restaurant after Lockdown, on May 17 2021, 
occurred 500 years to the day after Stafford’s execution, so he treated 
himself to lunch there to mark the anniversary, dining under a portrait of 
the Duke.  
 
Just in time for the school holidays, our hidden gem this month is 
Southerndown Beach, also known as Dunraven Bay, near Bridgend. When 
my children were growing up, we spent many happy hours in this idyllic 
spot, sunning ourselves on the rocks, and cooling off in the sea, often 
staying until sunset or until the tide came in. Apparently the rocks at the 
base of the cliffs excite geographers by being a really outstanding example 
of a “wave-cut platform” but to the rest of us it is simply a beautiful spot 
for a day out. A little further round the coast is the dog-friendly beach at 
Ogmore, another family favourite, and venturing slightly inland the 
picturesque Ogmore Castle stands overlooking an unusual river crossing 
made of ancient stepping stones, so this lovely area is well worth a visit.  
 
For an afternoon out nearer to home, don’t forget the Meadowside Cream 
Teas on Sunday 14 August, always a great opportunity to catch up with 
friends and family.  
 

Enjoy the summer everyone! 
  

 Chris and the 4ward team  

 



Cowhill Road Verge 
 

South Gloucestershire Council has 18 road verges which are designated as 
'roadside nature reserves'. These were nominated by the public back in 
2007 and the best ones have since been managed very carefully for their 
wildlife interest. They receive a hay-cut at the end of the summer and all 
the grassy arisings are removed. This keeps soil fertility low and allows the 
flowers to thrive. You could try something similar on a part of your lawn. 
Over the last 13 years these road verges have gone from strength to 
strength and are some of the very best meadows in South Glos, and in 
some cases in the South West....apart from in Cowhill. 
 

The Council-owned land outside the churchyard and going down the hill 
towards Cowhill is one of the designated areas. Unfortunately, one of the 
notices reminding people of the ‘No Cut Zone’ got destroyed by a hedge 
trimmer, and since then a phantom mower has been out “tidying up” the 
verges. This unauthorised mowing has happened several times this year, 
not allowing the meadow flowers to bloom, some of which are now 
increasingly rare, and which people delight in seeing. The cutting removes 
all the pollen and nectar that the bees, butterflies and other insects would 
be enjoying. The grass clippings mulch down and smother delicate plants. 
The nutrients boost the tough grasses which further smothers wildflowers.  
 

There's also a second disappointment, which is the glow-worms. Cowhill is 
one of the best places in South Glos to see glow-worms, which is the reason 
the “No Cut Zone” was created. Not actually a worm at all, the glow-worm 
is a small beetle of meadows, grassland and hedgerows. Glow-worms live 
for two years as predatory larvae, hidden deep in grassy tussocks and 
undergrowth where they mainly feed on snails. Once they’ve matured, they 
emerge as adults who are active for just a few weeks during the summer. 
The adults don’t feed, but instead put all their energy into mating, when 
the female glows during dusk to attract a mate. The female climbs up and 
down a stem of grass each night, never travelling far. If their colonies are 
disturbed by mowing, then glow-worms never recover, as the females 
won't have laid eggs. The wingless females from elsewhere can't recolonise 
as they just don't travel that far. Indeed, the females don't even eat, 
having no mouth parts, so they must breed and lay their eggs quickly, 
before they starve. At Cowhill any beetles or larvae that survived being 
mown won’t have anywhere to glow.  
 
If anyone knows the phantom mower, please can they ask them to stop? 
We'd really love it if the verges could go back to only being cut, following 
the carefully designed plan, later in the year by the Council.    
 

Sally Pattison, Biodiversity 

StreetCare, South Gloucestershire Council 07775 704984 



Memorial Hall Matters July 2022 

 
After such a busy Platinum Jubilee the Memorial Hall has had a quiet period, 
the one exception being the Ministry of Entertainment’s performance of Mrs 

Gerrish’s Guesthouse. The Hall was sold out, and I think that the play was 
very well received and provided a good many laughs. It is the last time the 
Ministry of Entertainment will be doing this particular play, so you were 
part of a historic event. They do also perform other plays, and we are 
planning to invite them back next year. 
 
July 15th saw the return of the ever-popular Grumpy Man’s breakfast; 
many thanks to Keith Miller for organising it, John Stayley for the food, and 
sixteen Grumpy men for coming along to the event. It is always good to 
see new faces and enjoy the fact that people are happy to linger and chat, 
or was this just an excuse not to go back into the garden on a hot day?!! 
 
We have asked for any interest in setting up the TV for the Women’s 
European Soccer Championship but there has been limited response. 
Again, just to emphasis the point, we are happy to open the Hall up for any 
activity so long as there is reasonable interest. 
 
Nothing is planned for August due to Holidays, but September is packed 
with activity. 
 
Friday 2nd of September - Jan Willcox is organising another quiz night - 
after the summer holidays just what we need to get the grey matter 
working!! There will be a bar to help lubricate the cells. Tickets in the Shop. 
 
On Saturday 10th September we will be screening the Last Night of the 
Proms; it’s a first for us, but knowing how everyone likes to join in and sing 
along I think this will be a great night’s entertainment. As always there will 
be a bar to help loosen those vocal cords. Tickets will be on sale for £2 at 
the Shop. 
 
Saturday 17th September will be a night not to be missed. The Hall is 
teaming up with The Friends of Oldbury School to do a ‘Race Night’. For 
those unsure of the event, we will be running 8 horse races where you can 
bet on your fancied horse and have the excitement of watching your horse 
romp home, or not!! We will be running a raffle and tickets will be on sale 
shortly, with some truly wonderful prizes. These will be on sale in a number 
of places so keep your eyes open. Food is included in the price of the ticket, 
(£8) and there will be a bar to help you celebrate your winnings or drown 
your sorrows!! Tickets will be on sale in the form of a race card, and as we 
expect a full house, my tip is to buy early so as not to miss out. 



Last but not least, on Saturday 24th September there will be a Coffee, Cake 
and Craft Fayre. These events are always popular, and as well as the 
opportunity to purchase locally-made products there will be plenty of time 
to sit and chat. As I said, September is an action-packed month and we 
hope there is something for everyone; if there is not, then please drop me 
a line on what you would like to see. 
 

A century ago in October 1922, The Memorial Hall, Oldbury on Severn, was 
completed and opened to the public, an event with much significance. With 
this in mind, our annual themed dinner will be on Saturday 15th October, 
almost a hundred years to the exact day from when the Hall first opened. 
  

Please make a note in your diary and more information will follow. 
 

Chris Jennings 
 

 
Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 

 

Draw Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 

 

The New Jubilee Bench at the Westmarsh Lane Playing Fields 

At the Jubilee Big Lunch and Fair in June, Revd Joy Ludlow blessed the new 
bench given to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The bench has 
been given out of the money that the late Allan Knapp MBE raised through 
running the village whist drives. Allan restarted the whist drives twenty-
plus years ago, firstly in the Chapel School Room, but more recently at the 
Westmarsh Pavilion when he was well into his nineties, and he continued 
to run them up until the time of his death. Whist drives have now restarted, 
run by Allan’s nephew Brain Knapp, and are held at 7.30pm on the first 
and third Saturdays in the month in the Westmarsh Pavilion. Everyone is 
welcome, no matter what level you play at. 

      Matthew Riddle 

July 

1st prize. 
2nd prize. 
3rd prize. 
4th prize. 

£20 
£15 
£10 
£10 

Steve Jenkins 
Gerald Porter 

Isaac Wadhams 
Marie Stephens 



Severn Vale Crib League 2021/22 

 
We cannot change the cards we are dealt with, just the way we play the 

game - so said the Sporting Oldbury and The Shipwrecked captains. 

 
The final league positions for the 2021/22 season have now been issued. 
Because some of the games were not completed, the final points tally was 
worked out on a points-per-game basis. Top of the table were the Dockers 
and runners up were the Otters. Bottom-but-one were Sporting Oldbury 
and at the bottom, and winners of the coveted Wooden Spoon Award, were 
The Shipwrecked - another fine year for the village. Rumours that both 
sides will be deducted 12 points next season for exceeding the salary cap 
for paying players too much to lose are not true – they just had a bad year. 
 
It looks likely that the season will continue this Autumn; the Presentation 
of awards will take place on Friday 19th August and the AGM will be on 
Monday 22nd August. Both meetings will be held at the Dockers Club 
starting at 8pm precisely.   
 

Gerald Porter 
 

 

 

Oldbury Cricket Club 

 
I bowl so slowly that if I don’t like a ball I can run and bring it back…. 

James M. Barrie 

 
Oldbury have had a mixed start to the first half of the season, having won 
two out six Sunday games and two of the four Wednesday games. 
However, the Sunday win-figures could have been better, as they lost two 
games by just one run. Good wins against Hillesley, Kingswood, North 
Nibley and The Commoners then followed, before losing to the Bahrain 
Touring Team. This was a really good, high-scoring game against the ex-
pats of Bahrain, who played the game in a very competitive and 
entertaining style. We look forward to seeing them again next season. The 
good weather looks set to continue and the August fixtures are as follows:                                                    
 

          Sunday  7th Aug North Nibley  H                 

Sunday 14th Aug Failand & Portbury A                

Sunday 21st Aug Staple Hill  H 

Sunday 28th Aug Old Down Estate H 
   

Gerald Porter    

President OOSVCC 



 



Shop Spot 
 

Hi everyone! Well, the ice cream (including doggy ice cream), ice lollies 
and cold drinks have been flying out of the Shop in this hot weather. In 
terms of hot weather, the Shop would like to express a special thanks to 
our local villager Dan Blanchard for repairing / servicing the Air Con... 
without it the chocolate would be running out of the Shop’s front door. 
 

Another thank you goes to Simon Ingram and Steve Davey for helping to 
instal a new dishwasher in the Shop. All the volunteers are looking forward 
to throwing their rubber gloves away.  
 

I am going to end on a very sad note, due to the loss of our longstanding 
Committee Member and Volunteer Anita White, who recently passed away. 
Anita was a wonderful lady and will be missed by all of us. She worked 
most Sundays in the Shop with Marie Baker, and they formed a great team. 
The Shop would like to pass its condolences to Ken and his family. She will 
forever be in our thoughts.  

Chris Awde 

 
Thornbury Memory Cafe 

 

The Cafe has now been successfully running for over 10 years and 
continues to be “open” on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month 
(except August) from 10.15am until 11.45 am. 
 

The venue is the Methodist Church Hall, just behind the Church on the High 
Street, Thornbury. We have many regular visitors who come every 
fortnight, but we also have many newcomers who rapidly become 
“regulars”. Visitors with memory problems should come along with their 
carers, e.g. husbands, wives or others. New visitors will be made very 
welcome, so do come along and give it a try. We are not a “clinic”, but we 
find that carers also benefit from the chance to chat to others in similar 
situations. 
 

The setting is a normal “cafe” style, with our volunteers serving coffee, tea, 
soft drinks, biscuits and fruit, for which there is no charge, although we do 
have a voluntary contribution box. There is a lot of chatter and a constant 
exchange of thoughts and ideas, and there is either entertainment or a 
visit from a speaker on a topical matter of interest. 
 

Parking is very easy, just outside for Blue Badge holders, or in the nearby 
Castle Court car park. 
 

Contact Sue Rowley on 01454 412941 or Louise Wright on 01454 260371 
for further information, or just turn up, and we are sure you will enjoy the 
experience and the fun. 



 



 
 
 

Thankyou Oldbury-on-Severn 

and Thornbury Carnival! 

 
I just wanted to post a note to say a HUGE thank you to all of the wonderful 
residents of Oldbury-on-Severn for dancing with me at the Jubilee big lunch 
and fete. It was so wonderful to see you all smiling, dancing and having 
fun – that’s exactly what Zumba is like each and every class! 
 
We carried on the party at Thornbury Carnival, and although not as many 
joined in, Oldbury folk definitely made the most of every song! 
 
Many of you asked about starting classes in Oldbury. My timetable is a bit 
full at the moment but here’s a list of local classes you can drop into: 
 
Monday 5pm  Zumba Fitness Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre 
Tuesday 11am  Zumba Gold  Thornbury Leisure Centre 
Tuesday 6pm  Zumba Fitness Manorbrook Primary School, Thornbury 
Tuesday 7pm  Zumba Toning Manorbrook Primary School, Thornbury 
Tuesday 8pm  Yoga-Lattes  Manorbrook Primary School, Thornbury 
Thursday 1.10pm Zumba Gold  Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre 
Thursday 6pm  Zumba Fitness  Thornbury Leisure Centre 
 
Text me to book: 07810068722 

Natasha Johnson 

 



Hill & Rockhampton WI - July 

 
At last we were able to hold our Centenary Dinner, only two years late 
thanks to Covid and lockdowns. 
 
We met at “The Farmers Table”, Tortworth, on a beautiful sunny evening 
where our Vice President, Jill Bryant, welcomed us with a glass of Orange 
and Prosecco. Members were treated to a very tasty meal and a mouth-
watering pudding. Our thanks go to Simon and his staff for helping us 
celebrate in fine style. 
 
Looking back over the years, our Institute’s first meeting was back in 1920, 
held at Hill. The lady who started it all, Mrs Jenner Fust, thought it would 
be “something for the ladies of the village to do”. That was probably 
apocryphal, as I’m sure that ladies of the village had plenty to do keeping 
their homes and families going at that time. 
 
The WI was born of the Suffrage movement and has always been a 
campaigning organisation, and this year our Resolution is to campaign for 
better understanding and services for girls who suffer from ADHD and 
Autism. Both the proposer and seconder of this Resolution, from Seven 
Hills WI in South Yorkshire, are autistic. The common perception of ADHD 
is of the “naughty” child who is often out of control. However, although 
some girls do present with those traits or symptoms, often they do not, 
and they are more likely to mask or camouflage their real selves due to 
social pressures. The usual response to girls is “you can’t have ADHD, 
you’re not hyperactive.” Hyperactivity is often not the problem, but rather 
the issue is the chaos occurring inside their head. Diagnosis leads to better 
life outcomes and lower rates of depression. As well as diagnosis, it is also 
important to provide support. This Resolution was carried with 96.5% of 
the vote. 
 
August will be our holiday month, and we will meet again on Tuesday 13th 
September at 7pm in Rockhampton Village Hall. Our guest speaker for that 
meeting will be from Wild Hogs Hedgehog Rescue. We all love hedgehogs, 
and are hoping that they may bring along one or two for us to see. 
 
New members are always welcome, and you can try us out for three 
meetings at just £3 per meeting. Come and see for yourselves – we also 
supply a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits! 
 

Ann Jones 

Secretary, H&R WI 

 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn. 
August 2022 

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Mon 

1 
 

5:50 AM 
BST / 1.30 

m 

10:51 AM 
BST / 10.72 

m 

6:06 PM 
BST / 1.38 

m 

11:08 PM 
BST / 10.89 

m 

 5:33 AM 
BST 

8:59 PM 
BST 

Fri 5 
1:08 AM 

BST / 10.00 
m 

8:20 AM 
BST / 1.74 

m 

1:33 PM BST 
/ 9.60 m 

8:40 PM 
BST / 1.93 

m 

 First 
Quarter 

5:39 AM 
BST 

8:52 PM 
BST 

Sat 6 
1:59 AM 

BST / 9.53 
m 

9:06 AM 
BST / 2.06 

m 

2:28 PM BST 
/ 9.17 m 

9:30 PM 
BST / 2.21 

m 

  5:41 AM 
BST 

8:50 PM 
BST 

Sun 

7 

2:59 AM 
BST / 9.09 

m 

10:01 AM 
BST / 2.36 

m 

3:32 PM BST 
/ 8.86 m 

10:33 PM 
BST / 2.42 

m 

  5:42 AM 
BST 

8:48 PM 
BST 

Mon 

8 

4:08 AM 
BST / 8.84 

m 

11:09 AM 
BST / 2.53 

m 

4:44 PM BST 
/ 8.83 m 

11:47 PM 
BST / 2.43 

m 

  5:44 AM 
BST 

8:46 PM 
BST 

Fri 

12 
 

3:18 AM 
BST / 0.96 

m 

8:21 AM BST 
/ 11.17 m 

3:44 PM 
BST / 0.92 

m 

8:44 PM BST 
/ 11.74 m 

Full Moon 
5:50 AM 

BST 
8:39 PM 

BST 

Sat 

13 
 

4:11 AM 
BST / 0.37 

m 

9:09 AM BST 
/ 11.86 m 

4:34 PM 
BST / 0.41 

m 

9:31 PM BST 
/ 12.33 m 

 5:52 AM 
BST 

8:37 PM 
BST 

Sun 

14 
 

4:58 AM 
BST / -0.03 

m 

9:55 AM BST 
/ 12.24 m 

5:18 PM 
BST / 0.12 

m 

10:16 PM 
BST / 12.57 

m 

 5:53 AM 
BST 

8:35 PM 
BST 

Mon 

15 
 

5:41 AM 
BST / -0.16 

m 

10:39 AM 
BST / 12.26 

m 

6:00 PM 
BST / 0.10 

m 

11:01 PM 
BST / 12.42 

m 

 5:55 AM 
BST 

8:33 PM 
BST 

Fri 

19 

1:23 AM 
BST / 10.15 

m 

8:20 AM 
BST / 1.73 

m 

1:49 PM BST 
/ 9.52 m 

8:39 PM 
BST / 2.06 

m 

 Last 
Quarter 

6:01 AM 
BST 

8:25 PM 
BST 

Sat 

20 

2:18 AM 
BST / 9.18 

m 

9:03 AM 
BST / 2.43 

m 

2:46 PM BST 
/ 8.67 m 

9:26 PM 
BST / 2.68 

m 

  6:03 AM 
BST 

8:23 PM 
BST 

Sun 

21 

3:19 AM 
BST / 8.35 

m 

9:53 AM 
BST / 3.04 

m 

3:51 PM BST 
/ 8.03 m 

10:24 PM 
BST / 3.16 

m 

  6:04 AM 
BST 

8:21 PM 
BST 

Mon 

22 

4:28 AM 
BST / 7.83 

m 

11:00 AM 
BST / 3.43 

m 

5:02 PM BST 
/ 7.76 m 

11:41 PM 
BST / 3.37 

m 

  6:06 AM 
BST 

8:18 PM 
BST 

Fri 

26 
 

2:56 AM 
BST / 2.36 

m 

8:13 AM BST 
/ 9.36 m 

3:15 PM 
BST / 2.29 

m 

8:31 PM BST 
/ 9.85 m 

 6:13 AM 
BST 

8:10 PM 
BST 

Sat 

27 
 

3:36 AM 
BST / 1.89 

m 

8:50 AM BST 
/ 10.05 m 

3:54 PM 
BST / 1.81 

m 

9:05 PM BST 
/ 10.53 m 

New 
Moon 

6:14 AM 
BST 

8:08 PM 
BST 

Sun 

28 
 

4:14 AM 
BST / 1.46 

m 

9:23 AM BST 
/ 10.65 m 

4:30 PM 
BST / 1.40 

m 

9:38 PM BST 
/ 11.08 m 

 6:16 AM 
BST 

8:06 PM 
BST 

Mon 

29 
 

4:49 AM 
BST / 1.12 

m 

9:55 AM BST 
/ 11.10 m 

5:05 PM 
BST / 1.09 

m 

10:10 PM 
BST / 11.45 

m 

 6:17 AM 
BST 

8:03 PM 
BST 

Tue 

30 
 

5:25 AM 
BST / 0.90 

m 

10:27 AM 
BST / 11.37 

m 

5:41 PM 
BST / 0.93 

m 

10:44 PM 
BST / 11.61 

m 

 6:19 AM 
BST 

8:01 PM 
BST 

Wed 

31 
 

6:00 AM 
BST / 0.84 

m 

11:01 AM 
BST / 11.41 

m 

6:16 PM 
BST / 0.92 

m 

11:19 PM 
BST / 11.53 

m 

 6:21 AM 
BST 

7:59 PM 
BST 



  



Rockhampton Folk and World Music Festival 
 

We returned this year for our seventh festival, with a fantastic array of folk 
and world music. Tickets sold out and despite the sometimes-unseasonable 
weather, lots of fun was had by all.  
 

Anna Tam opened with her clear bright voice and historical string 
instruments, which she demonstrated later to an enthused audience in the 
church. Old-time troubadour Pete Morton then brought his unruly mix of 
humanism, politics, love, social commentary and humour. Next was a 
virtuoso performance by Palestinian Nay flute-master Faris Ishaq, 
performing as a duo with Australian harpist Tara Minton. They were 
followed by Mishra, an award-winning young folk duo with influences from 
Indian, classical, Americana, jazz and their roots in UK folk. As well as 
music we also had the unusual and energetic dance from Bristol Capoeira, 
Indian dancer Divija Melally, local Irish dancer Lizzie Barnes, and Chloe 
from Avive Dance Company. Finally, we danced the evening away to Theo 
Mizu and Banda, all the way from Brazil; they were elected the best street 
band in São Paulo - and now Rockhampton! 
 

The festival is not for profit, and is run by volunteers who give their time 
and energy to make the festival happen. The proceeds are all invested in 
local and community music projects. This year we funded eleven outreach 
concerts to local schools and care homes, and made donations to other 
good causes. Our chosen local charity this year was Made a Mark, who do 
great work caring for the children of bereaved families.  
 

Do come and join the fun next year - put Saturday 17 June 2023 in your 
diary. Find out all about this very special event and see more photos at 
rockhamptonfolkfest.org.uk 
 

Chris White-Horne and Nicki Barnes, Rockhampton Folk & World Music Festival 
 

 



 



Nearby Hidden Gems – Dramatic Dunraven Bay 
 

Dunraven Bay or Southerndown Beach [postcode CF32 0RH] is near the 
village of Southerndown, southwest of Bridgend, Glamorgan. This beautiful 
cove is part of the Glamorgan Heritage Coast and is probably the nearest 
natural and unspoilt beach to Oldbury. It's the perfect place for a day trip, 
with a sandy beach, pebbles and 
rocks to scramble over, and rock 
pools to explore, all surrounded by 
spectacular cliffs. The beach only 
being exposed at low tide is the 
only down-side, as for almost two 
hours before and after high tide it 
is impossible to get to, because 
the sea will be up on the rocks.   
 

There is a car park next to the beach, along with toilets 
and a small shop, but unlimited parking is available on 
the nearby hillside, though this can get slippery after 
heavy rain. Parking is £6 for the day, payable on entry.  
 

There is also plenty to explore if the tide is in. On the 
cliffs above the beach a path leads to castle ruins, a 
secret walled garden (pictured left), and scenic cliff 
walks which overlook hidden coves further along the 
coast. The dramatic cliffs and deserted foreshores have 
made this coastline a favourite location over the years 
for many films and TV series including Merlin and Dr Who. 

 

To get there, simply head west along the M4 and turn off at Jn 35 onto 
the A473 to Bridgend. Follow signs for Bridgend, then continue onto the 
A48 signed Port Talbot. At a roundabout take a left turn signed Llantwit 

Major B4265. Just after Ewenny, with its (free) historic priory, you could 
take an optional detour right along the B4524 scenic river and coastal road 
via Ogmore, maybe pausing to visit Ogmore Castle (pictured below, also 
free) overlooking a charming stepping-stone river crossing; or else 
continue on the B4265 towards Llantwit Major. In either case, continue on 

to Southerndown (through Ogmore-by-Sea, or 
by turning right at the sign in St Bride’s 
Major, respectively) and then turn down 
Beach Road on the bend opposite “The 

Three Golden Cups” to the car park at the 
base of the hill. From Oldbury the journey 
to Dunraven Bay takes about 1hr 20 mins.  

Chris Tymko 
 

[ https://cadw.gov.wales/ gives details for 
optional Ewenny Priory & Ogmore Castle visits.] 



Church Services for August 2022 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 
St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
7th   
  10.30am HC 
 

14th  
  10.30am All Age  
 

21st  
  10.30am HC 
  

28th  
   10.30am HC 
 

 

7th 4.00pm  

  Picnic and Prayers 
 

14th 8.00am 
   Spoken Holy  
   Communion 
 
21st  
    No Service. 
(At Shepperdine) 

 
28th 6.00pm 

    Alternative 
Evening Service 
 

 
Open as a place 

of pilgrimage  
and prayer. 

 
For details phone  
01454 260316 

 

21st 6.00pm 

  Evensong  

4th Sunday of 
month.  

10:30am  
 

Please check 
locally  

 
 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 
Morning Service 
Every Sunday  

at 
10.30am 

 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 
Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 
Street 

 

Sunday 
10.30am 

 

Further details contact 
Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 

 

 



Christian Comment 
 

The 20th of July was St Arilda’s Day, when our local saint from Kington (also 
known as Arild) is remembered and celebrated. Apart from Oldbury Parish 
Church, only one other church in England has her as their patronal saint, 
and that is Oldbury-on-the-Hill near Badminton. It is said that villagers from 
here moved up to the Cotswolds, taking her name with them for their new 
local church. Very little is known of Arilda. She was a young local girl living 
in the 5th or 6th centuries who served God in her own simple life. She is not 
famous, but the story of how she served God simply right here, much like 
we do today, is still attractive and compelling. Her life was cut short when 
she was beheaded by Muncius, a Roman soldier, because she refused to 
have a physical relationship with him, having dedicated herself to God. Her 
faith in God and willingness to serve Him were stronger than earthly things 
were; indeed, she viewed her life as nothing, when compared to her faith.  
  

Writing to the Philippian church, Paul describes in chapter 2 how Jesus 
“made himself nothing” echoing the words of the Old Testament prophet 
Isaiah, (chapter 53): ‘He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of 

suffering, and familiar with pain... Surely, he took up our pain and bore 

our suffering... But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 

for our iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and 

by his wounds we are healed.’ We are very used to thinking that our life 
here on this earth is more important than anything else, but through Jesus’s 
sacrifice on the cross there is something far greater awaiting us, if we choose 
to accept that free gift with faith, exactly how Arilda did so long ago. 
 

  Matthew Riddle 

 



Ride and Stride for Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 
 

Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust [GHCT] raises funds and provides 
grants for churches in Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire and North 
Bristol. Churches in our own area have benefitted from such grants. You 
can visit the GHCT website at https://ghct.org.uk/ for more information 
about their work. 
 

“Ride and Stride” is an annual fund-raising event which will take place this 
year on 10 September, coinciding with the national Heritage Open Day 
scheme. St Mary’s and St Paul’s Churches in Thornbury, St Arilda’s Oldbury 
and St Mary’s Shepperdine, will be open on that day to welcome visitors. 
 

As in previous years, Revd Tom Keates and a group of friends will walk 
around the churches in our benefice to raise funds to support this work. If 
you would like to join the walk for all or part of the way please contact 
Tom. 
 

If you would like to sponsor this benefice team, you can do so by visiting 
the Just Giving page (which is the preferred method of giving) at 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thomas-keates5 but if you would 
rather donate by cash or cheque, please make cheques payable to 
Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. I will leave sponsorship forms on 
the Church notice boards. If you can Gift Aid, please also leave your name, 
first line of address and post code on the form, or you can put your details 
and donation into an envelope and give it to me when you see me. 
 

Many thanks for your support in previous years, and hopefully also in this 
one. 

Revd Tom Keates 01454 885058 

tomkeates@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
 

Meadowside Cream Teas on Sunday 14 August 2pm - 5pm 
 

All are welcome to enjoy cream teas and homemade cakes in my garden 
at Meadowside, The Naite, Oldbury, BS35 1RU; tea, coffee and squash also 
available. Entertainment kindly provided by Oldbury Community Choir. 
 

The vintage tractor run will be setting off at 10am - look out for them round 
and about the lanes - arriving back here by 2pm.  
 

This year our charities are Parkinson’s UK, the Oncology Dept, BRI and 
Riding for the Disabled. Please come and support us, and enjoy an 
afternoon having a good chat with friends and neighbours. 

Josie Wilson 



500 years since Thornbury Castle's Duke was executed by Henry VIII 
 

May 17, 2021 marked the 500th anniversary of the execution of Edward 
Stafford, Third Duke of Buckingham, by Henry VIII. Stafford left his castle 
at Thornbury, on 8th April 1521, never to return. On that day he set off for 
London to meet Henry VIII. But He did not meet the king, instead it was 
the king’s axe that he met. 
 

Stafford was first-cousin-once-removed of Henry VIII. But blood was not 
thicker than water. It was a positive disadvantage to be related to a king 
in the turbulent times of the early Tudors. Stafford had royal blood – his 
great, great, great grandfather was King Edward III. His claim to the throne 
was as good, if not better, than the Tudors, and Stafford was talked about 
as future king if either Henry VII or later Henry VIII had died prematurely. 
 

The Tudor’s did not tolerate rivals. They gained the throne on the 
battlefield, winning the last battles in the War of the Roses (known at the 
time as The Cousin’s War) and had executed potential rivals after the wars 
were over. So, Edward Stafford, a first-cousin-once-removed, was in 
danger from the outset. A danger that his haughty character compounded. 
Stafford was, after the king, the richest man in the country and, coupled 
with his royal heritage, he let everyone know about his self-perceived 
status. 
 

He was a king in waiting and that is how he behaved: he showed disdain 
for all and sundry and was barely able to give the king the deference that 
his position commanded. Public displays of his arrogance abounded. On 
one occasion Stafford held a bowl of water for the king to wash his hands. 
After the king had finished, Cardinal Wolsey also washed his hands in the 
bowl. Stafford immediately poured the water over the cardinal. Wolsey may 
have been the king’s right-hand man with the greatest power and influence 
over the king, but Stafford was not going to act as his servant. What made 
the situation even more intolerable was that Wolsey was the son of a 
butcher, appointed to his post on merit. In previous generations the 
appointment would have been made on rank and, as the highest-ranking 
peer in the country, it would have been Stafford who would have been in 
Wolsey’s position. Stafford was coming to the king’s attention for all the 
wrong reasons. 
 

What made things worse was the Stafford had a son. The only son that the 
king could show at the time was an illegitimate son, Henry Fitzroy, Duke 
of Richmond and Somerset. The nobility was always more supportive of a 
king who had legitimate sons, and where the dynasty would continue in 
the event of the sudden death of a king. Pressure was building on the king, 
and one of the ways of telling the nobility to watch their step was to take 
down the most senior in the group. 



 



Stafford was arrested on a barge as he was travelling up the Thames. He 
was taken to the Tower of London and subsequently tried for treason. It 
was a show trial, with a foregone conclusion. Henry VIII had interviewed 
the trial witnesses beforehand, which left them in no doubt about what 
their evidence should be. Stafford was well aware at the time of his arrest 
that things were going to end badly. 
 
Sure enough, the outcome was that he was sentenced to death. As a 
nobleman he was spared the traitor’s death of hanging, drawing and 
quartering. He was dispatched with the quicker and less painful death of 
beheading. 
 
Following Stafford’s death, Henry VIII took ownership of all his property. 
The king sold much of it off but retained the jewel that was Thornbury 
Castle. He visited Thornbury with Anne Boleyn in 1535. Less than a year 
later she was beheaded. The castle was later inherited by Henry’s children. 
Queen Mary I returned the castle to the Stafford family in 1554, as reward 
for their loyalty to her mother, Catherine of Aragon. 

 

By Tony Cherry, 17th May 2021 

[Article included by his kind permission.] 
 

 

 

Thornbury Castle viewed from 

St Mary’s churchyard, 17 July 2022. 



 



Learn more at your local museum! 
 

If Tony Cherry’s article has intrigued 
you, the full history of Thornbury 
Castle is available in his book sold 
exclusively through the Thornbury & 
District Museum. Copies of the book 
can be obtained by emailing 
enquiries@thornburymuseum.org.uk 

(£25 including p&p or £20 if collected). 
 

Why not drop in to visit the Museum at 
4 Chapel Street, Thornbury, and enjoy 
their latest exhibitions? Entry is free, 
and as well as receiving a warm 
welcome to this friendly community 
museum, you’ll also be able to browse 
the full range of fascinating local 
publications and gifts in their shop. 
See: www.thornburymuseum.org.uk 

 

Museum Opening Times:  
Tuesdays and Fridays: 1pm to 4pm 
Saturdays:    10am to 4pm    

 

Current exhibitions (until 22nd December unless otherwise stated) include: 
 Thornbury Picture House (1919 – 1959) [Ends Sat 27th August] 

 Thornbury Castle and the ill-fated 3rd Duke of Buckingham 

 Thornbury’s Roman Coin Hoard AND Thornbury Treasures 

 Thornbury Railway – plus a “virtual” line-walk on the museum website! 

 The Thornbury Quilt – made in 1900, showcasing many local traders  
 

 
 

 

Alveston Local History Society - Autumn Programme 
 

• Wednesday 28th September 

Dr Mark Hailwood (Bristol University) will return to talk about  
'The rise of the English Pub in the Tudor and Stuart Period' 

 

• Wednesday 26th October  

William Evans will present a talk about Leigh Court. 
 

• Wednesday 23rd November  

Clive Burlton will return with a collection of old films with  
‘Seasonal Flavour’. 

 

Our meetings are held at the Methodist Church, Greenhill, Alveston, 
starting at 7.30pm. Visitors are welcome.  £5 to include refreshments. 



 



Thornbury Choral Society 

 
It was with a mixture of excitement and apprehension that Thornbury 
Choral Society gathered on stage at the Castle School on May 14th for their 
first public performance since the beginning of the pandemic. 
 

Would we be up to the challenge? Would there be an audience? 
 

In the event, all our fears were groundless. Under the leadership of our 
conductor, Steven Kings, the choir sang with great enthusiasm and we had 
an audience of nearly one hundred. It was so good to be involved in live 
musicmaking again! 
 

However, like many organisations, our numbers have diminished since 
2019 so we are actively recruiting new singers in all four voice parts. Maybe 
you sang at school or at university, or you are new to the area and want 
to meet new people. The Choral Society could be just the place for you. 
Just come along and see what we do. We do not hold auditions. 
 

We meet on a Monday evening at 8.00pm in the United Reform Church. 
We perform two concerts a year, and our next concert will be in November 
when we have a really interesting programme. We shall be singing Karl 
Jenkins’ "The Armed Man", and "Misa Criolla" by Ariel Ramirez. 
 

We restart the Autumn term on 
Monday, September 5th with the AGM 
commencing at 7.30pm and the 
following week, on 12th September, we 
have a Welcome meeting, which will 
have light refreshments, starting at 
7.30pm, followed by our rehearsal at 
8.00pm. Do come along to meet us, we 
would be delighted to see you.  
 

www.thornburychoralsociety.org.uk 

contact: 01454 416518 (Ruth Piolle) 

 
Temperature 

 

Daytime temperature, recorded in the 
shade, at Westmarsh Lane, Oldbury on 
Severn:  
 

4 pm Monday 18 July 2022: 
36°C (96.8°F) 

 

Glynn Poole 



Audiences Welcome Return of Thornbury Arts Festival 
 

Thornbury Arts Festival made a successful return after an enforced two-
year absence, with three nights of entertainment that were well received 
by audiences - and there is a further event still to come in the autumn. 
 

The team behind what had to be a shortened post-Covid festival this year, 
is now already looking ahead to 2023, having been encouraged by support 
shown for the mini-event. 
 

Tickets sold well for the energetic electric instrument band Stringfever, jazz 
singer Cate Cody, and Lesley Smith’s costumed portrayal of Anne Boleyn. 
 

With the festival’s traditional Armstrong Hall home still mothballed, three 
different venues had to be found, and the organisers were grateful to be 
able to use St Mary’s Church and Castle School in Thornbury, as well as 
nearby Tytherington Village Hall. 
 

But although the loss of the Armstrong Hall complex remains a difficulty, 
they will press ahead with plans for next year’s festival, while still 
supporting campaigners who are fighting to have the building re-opened. 
 

The festival has run for more than 50 years and is usually staged over nine 
days in the spring, bringing world-class and nationally-acclaimed 
performers to the town in a programme of music, comedy, drama and 
talks. 
 

The introduction of a guided walk has also been a popular addition and for 
this year it will be held on Sunday September 18, when groups will be 
taken around “Hidden Chepstow”. It will include a visit to the Severn 
Princess ferry, which used to cross the river before the Severn Bridge 
opened in 1966. 
 

Details about the event and tickets are on the festival website 
www.thornburyartsfestival.org.uk while queries can also be made by email 
to info@thornburyartsfestival.org.uk or by phoning 07591 030785. 

 
Severn Vale Flower Club 

 

On Monday afternoon 11th July Severn Vale Flower Club celebrated its 
Sapphire Anniversary (65th). On one of the hottest days of the year 
approximately seventy members and friends enjoyed an afternoon tea with 
a demonstration at Eastwood Park. Our next Open Meeting is on 4th 
November with Angela Turner. This demonstration is to be held at the 
Olveston Parish Hall. For further details the contact phone numbers are 
01453 811089 or 01454 885213. 



 
 
 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 



  Thornbury Orchestra Concert 



 
 
Thornbury Radio reaches parts that others don’t! 

 

The management at Thornbury Radio were surprised 
recently to receive a reception report all the way from 
Finland! Jim Solatie contacted the local radio station from the island of 
Kökar in Finland. He claimed he heard the station on 107.5 FM - from some 
1729km away. Fortunately, he sent a recording of what he heard, and 
happily the station could confirm that he had indeed heard Thornbury Radio 
all the way over there in Finland! 
 

Station Engineer Glyn Roylance stated “long distance FM radio reception is 
a well-known phenomenon that often occurs during a period of sunny 
weather, or during cycles of high sunspot activity.” He continued “Normally 
it’s only big, high-power stations that travel so far – it was a nice surprise 
that ‘little old us’ can reach as far as Finland!” 
 

In other news, the station was recently given permission by Government 
regulator Ofcom to improve their other signal on 105.1 FM. This work has 
now been completed, and the station are interested to hear from people 
who notice the improvement to their 105.1 signal on FM! 
 

The station broadcasts 24 hours a day on 105.1 FM and 107.5 FM, on smart 
speakers, on smartphones apps, and online at http://thornbury.radio 



Thornbury Library August 
 

Home Library Service (Books to your door.) Do you, or anyone you know, 
find it difficult to get to the library for books? If the answer is yes, please 
ask about our Home Library Service as we have volunteers happy to help. 
 

“Gadgeteers”…  

There is still time to join up for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. 
It will continue until 10th September for all primary-school age children. 
Read six books over the holidays and earn yourself a medal!  
 

Look out for wonderful craft activities to drop in to throughout the holidays: 
Wednesday 10th August 10.30am-12pm Space Explorer Crafts 
Wednesday 17th August 10.30am-12pm Summer Fair Side Show Crafts 
Wednesday 24th August 10.30am-12pm Junk Box Challenge Crafting 

 

Thornbury’s “Have You Read…?” Book Group 

Come and have a chat in an open book group with no set novel to read. 
Refreshments provided. On the first Friday of every month 2pm-3pm. 
 

LEGO CLUB Saturday 6 August 9.30am-10.30am 

         *AND* Saturday 20 August 9.30am-10.30am 

Listen to a story or some poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces 
and display them in the library for your family and friends to see 
 

“Book Worms” (for School Year 7 and up) 

Spend an hour with others who love reading. A great way of finding new 
authors with no set book to read. Second Thursday every month 4pm-5pm.  
 

Computer Support 1-1 Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am 
slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.  
 

Community Learning 

Your community learning development worker Aimee Hilbourne will be at 
Thornbury Library on Wednesday 3rd August from 9.30-11.30am to 
share information on a wide range of courses for Wellbeing, Employability, 
English, Maths, ESOL and IT offered by South Gloucestershire Council.  
Alternatively you can find further information on all the courses available 
at www.southglos.gov.uk/communitylearning  
 

 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    
Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  
Wednesday:  
Thursday:  
Friday: 
Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 

 
 

For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping 
in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 
phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 
 
12th   Aug Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
14th   Aug Sun Meadowside Cream Teas 2pm-5pm 
2nd Sep Fri Quiz Night, Memorial Hall  
9th   Sep Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
10th   Sep Sat Ride and Stride around all the benefice churches 
10th Sep Sat Last Night of the Proms, Memorial Hall 
17th Sep Sat Race Night, Memorial Hall 
24th Sep Sat Coffee, Cake and Craft Fayre 
24th  Sep Sat Harvest Barn Dance at Naite Farm Barn [By ticket only] 
2nd  Oct  Sun Harvest Festival & Church Fete at St Arilda’s 
14th   Oct Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
15th Oct Sat Hall 100 Years, Annual Themed Dinner 
11th   Nov Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz night, first Wednesday of each month. 
Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm 
Summer break, back in September 

 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 

 

 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 
on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 

 
 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 June  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   

44.5mm 21.5mm 74.5mm 

1.75” 0.85” 2.93” 

   



 


