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O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

Of all the trees most lovely; 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

Of all the trees most lovely. 

Each year you bring to us delight 

With brightly shining Christmas light 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

Of all the trees most lovely. 

 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

Much pleasure do you bring me;  

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

Much pleasure do you bring me,  

Your bright green leaves with festive cheer, 

Give hope and strength throughout the year. 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

Much pleasure do you bring me. 

 

Traditional German folk song  
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Editorial 
 
 

I always look forward to seeing the Christmas 

tree lit up outside the Anchor at this time of the 

year, brightening up the dark winter nights and 

there definitely seems to be a Christmas tree theme going on this 

December in and around the village. Revd Joy is organising a Christmas 

tree festival up at the church where the decorated Christmas trees will be 

on show from Sunday 18 December until January 6 (the church will be 

open as always every day during daylight hours). Rumour has it that the 

Parish Council are putting up a Christmas tree on the Pound for the first 

time, so will the battle of the Christmas trees commence?  
 

Not to be outdone, Lorna has drawn a lovely Christmas tree for the front 

cover of this edition of 4ward to go with the traditional German folk-song 

“O Tannenbaum.” We searched through our archives and came up with a 

page from 1996 about how the fir tree first became associated with 

Christmas in the 8th Century in Germany.  
 

I’m not sure our local Contract Shepherdess was even born back in 1996. 

I was so intrigued by Phoebe Auburn’s advert which appeared in last 

month’s mag that I got in touch and asked if she would like to write 

something for us. I hadn’t realised at that time that she lived in 

Rockhampton and was a 4ward reader so that was a nice surprise! Many 

thanks to Phoebe for a really interesting and informative article about her 

unusual career choice, which is a great plug for British farming.  
 

Hoping to see everyone out and about at the Christmas events coming up 

in December - there are lots of exciting things going on. Highlights include 

the inaugural Christmas Concert of “OO7S Oldbury on Severn Singers” on 

Friday 16 December. On the Monday before Christmas we have our lovely 

local tradition of Carols around the Christmas tree at the Anchor Inn. 

Details have been difficult to come by, but rumour has it that the OO7S 

may be singing and that Revd Chris Verey is leading the event. With more 

than one white-bearded gentleman in attendance things could get a little 

confusing…… 

Chris 

4-ward would like to thank everyone 

who has contributed articles and 

advertisements throughout the year, 

and wish them, and all our readers, 

a Very Happy Christmas! 
 



St Arilda’s Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Saturday 17 December - Friday 6 January 
 

Groups wanting to take part please do get in touch with Revd Joy (if you 

haven’t already). As an idea we are suggesting that you would provide your 

own tree, preferably artificial, between 4-6ft. One set of lights (battery 

operated and with a timer if possible) and then decorations that represent 

the group providing it. Be as creative as you fancy though! Some of our 

trees might even be made in mosaic… Just let us know what you are 

thinking so that we can plan for display! 
 

Setting up from 10am onwards on Saturday 17 December 
 

Blessing of the Christmas trees 

4pm on Sunday 18th December 
 

* All welcome! * 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shop Spot 

 

Just a reminder that the Shop will close on Christmas Eve at 1pm and 

then will be reopening at 9am on Tuesday 3rd January 2023.  
 

On behalf of the Shop Committee can I wish all our Customers, Suppliers 

and our Volunteers a very Happy Christmas and thank everyone for their 

continued support for the Community Shop. Your continued support has 

has helped us remain one of the most successful Community Shops in the 

UK. So again a big thank you.  

Chris Awde 

Hot Gossip 
 

Calling all ladies of the parish and surrounding areas!! Reminder that the 

Christmas Hot Gossip ladies’ afternoon tea will be taking place at Oldbury 

Memorial Hall on Friday afternoon 9 December at 2.30pm. Prosecco, delicious 

cakes and yummy sandwiches will be served up so please come along and 

join in the gossip and fun.  A Christmas Quiz will also take place, kindly run 

by Linda Jennings. Tickets can be bought at the village shop for £9 each. 

Jan Wilcox 

 

Carols around the Christmas Tree 
 

at The Anchor Inn on Monday 19 December 
 

The Anchor opens at 5.30pm 

for hot dogs and mince pies. 
 

Carols at 6.30pm 
 

Children welcome in The Anchor bars that evening. 

All proceeds to St Arilda’s Church. 

 



Memorial Hall Matters 
 

Firstly, an update on the building works. There has been a short 

postponement due to the inclement weather that we have been 

experiencing, coupled with a need to check some structural calculations 

before we proceed. We are talking to the builder to get a start date that is 

in everyone’s best interest and this might be after Christmas when the 

weather is better and there is less activity in the Hall. We think it is better 

to ensure we have a clear run at the job rather than stopping and starting. 
 

After a very hectic October we have had a relatively quiet November with 

one main event, a social evening of light music, good conversation and a 

few drinks to quench people’s thirst with a burger to soak up the liquid! 
 

December sees the return to a busy agenda, starting with Friday the 2nd 

which sees the Grumpy Man’s Christmas Lunch, followed by Jan Wilcox’s 

quiz in the evening. Now that’s got to be a good day out! 
 

Friday the 9th sees the return of Hot Gossip for an afternoon of fizz, cake 

and a Christmas-based quiz that should make it a very interesting event. 
 

Saturday the 10th is our Christmas Fayre: coffee and cake will be available 

with lots of opportunities to buy presents for Christmas, or any other 

special occasion, or maybe just for fun! 
 

On Friday December the 16th there will be a choir concert from our very 

own "OO7S Oldbury On Severn Singers" - with songs from Stage & Screen, 

plus Christmas songs - tickets are on sale in the shop and a bar will be 

available. Tickets are limited so an early purchase is advisable. 
 

On Saturday December the 17th, the Hall is hosting a Christmas Pyjama 

Party and adults’ social for those with young families in the village. This is 

being organised by Rebecca Day, so if you have children under 12 and 

would like to be included, please email Rebecca, daveandbecs@outlook.com 
 

The last event in December is the ‘Night Before Xmas Special’ on Christmas 

Eve. Just come along and enjoy being away from all the hassle that we all 

experience leading up to Christmas. Simply sit down, relax, chat and bring 

your own goodies, as even the bar staff will have a night off! 
 

Oh, and just to keep things moving, any relevant World Cup games will 

also be shown in the Hall! 
 

Saturday January the 28th sees the return of a very popular event, “The 

Silent Disco”. This was a truly epic event in January 2022 and is back by 

popular request. Save the date and, if you have children, make sure you 

book the babysitter!  

Many thanks, Chris Jennings 
 



 



Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 
Oldbury Cricket Club 

 

You can cut the tension with a cricket stump… Murray Walker 
 

Get past the excitement of Christmas, a new year, lighter nights, warmer 

weather and then another new cricket season to think about. In the 

meantime, the club AGM is to be to held in December and details of this 

will be put in the January edition of 4ward. Lorna Page has painted a village 

picture which has the cricket ground as a central feature. It is another 

super painting by Lorna, and a limited edition of prints, signed by the artist, 

will be sold by the cricket club. It is hoped to have a copy on display in the 

shop by early in December and the cost of each limited-edition print is £80.  

If you would like to purchase a print of this unique painting, that will make 

a lovely gift, contact me on 415183, or any member of the cricket club.     

 

Gerald Porter, President OOSVCC 

 
Severn Vale Crib League 2022/2023 

 

No one knows what is on the other side of the card… Jose Hernandez 
 

In the last local derby game, Sporting Oldbury came out on top against 

The Shipwrecked with a resounding win in the KO competition. Their new 

overseas and over the hill signings paved the way with a 4-1 victory which 

was backed up by good wins from the other two pairings. Sporting’s poor 

start in the league improved slightly in November, as they managed to win 

two out of the three games played. The Shipwreck's progress in the league 

was somewhat interrupted as they had two games cancelled. Both teams 

go into December with only a KO competition and rearranged games to 

play and then there is a break until January 16th. 

 Gerald Porter 

November 

1st prize. 

2nd prize. 

3rd prize. 

4th prize. 

£20 

£15 

£10 

£10 

Dave Stewart 

Gill Wright 

Steve Jenkins 

Chris Jennings 



  



The First Christmas Tree 

 

There is an old German legend which tells how the 

evergreen fir tree became the very first Christmas 

tree.  
 

In the early part of the 8th Century, St Boniface, who 

was born in Crediton in Devon, was sent to Bavaria, 

in Germany, as a missionary to bring the good news 

about Jesus to the pagan tribes. Around the time of 

the winter solstice, he and his monks were walking 

through the woods when they came across a group 

of people worshiping around a sacred oak tree, 

preparing to sacrifice a young boy, who was tied to 

the tree, to their pagan gods.  
 

Horrified by what was about to happen, Boniface and 

his monks intervened, freeing the boy and then seizing axes and chopping 

down the tree. Then Boniface put the lighted torches they had been carrying 

into the branches of a fir tree. By the light of the candle-lit tree, Boniface 

told the villagers of a loving God who had brought light and life to the world 

through Jesus Christ His Son. Boniface told them to take the fir tree as a 

new emblem, because its leaves were always green, even in midwinter.  

 

Fir - Instance 

 

All the answers to this word quiz begin with the letters FIR. Can you say 

which “Fir” is… 
 

1. before anything else  

2. made with coal and wood  

3. a rocket or a sparkler  

4. a business  

5. emergency help  

 

 6. a weapon  

 7. a small barrel  

 8. in the heavens  

 9. a flying beetle  

10. an outside staircase  

 
 

 

          Joke: What is the warmest tree???            A fur tree!           
 

 

Answers:  

                          From 4ward archives December 1996. 

1 first, 2 fire, 3 fireworks, 4 firm, 

5 first aid, 6 firearm, 7 firkin, 

8 firmament, 9 firefly, 10 fire escape. 

 



 



 



 



Report of Mumbleys Hill Group of WI’s – 24 October 2022 
 

The Mumbleys Hill Group consists of Alveston, Charfield, Falfield, Hill & 

Rockhampton, Thornbury and Tytherington WI’s. Hill & Rockhampton were 

the hostesses for the meeting. 
 

Our President, Patsy Hurley, welcomed all members and noted that this 

was the first time the Group had been able to meet since 2019. She 

mentioned that both Tytherington and Hill & Rockhampton had celebrated 

their Centenaries during that time and that we had planted Rockhampton 

Red Hornbeams at Rockhampton and Hill to commemorate the milestone. 
 

Patsy then introduced our speaker, Dr Mena Fombo speaking about her life 

under the title “Don’t Touch My Hair”. Mena was born in England to Nigerian 

parents who came to the country in the 1970’s to study. Her father was 

offered employment back in Nigeria and left his family to wait for his call. 

Her mother was still studying and working, trying to keep her two young 

children, but was finding this increasingly difficult. In Nigeria there would 

have been a wide family network to help, but here this was not available. 
 

The answer was a temporary private fostering, which is quite normal in 

Nigeria. So, Mena and her brother found themselves living with a white 

family in Bristol. Her mother visited regularly, and they holidayed with her 

in London too. Yes, her Bristol family was subjected to racism such as when 

there were wider family gatherings, “Oh, don’t bring the children” or “Yes, 

the children can come, but we don’t want them in the pictures”. Mena 

remembers her mother telling a social worker that they were going on 

holiday, the social worker asked what she was doing with the children and 

her mother replied, “Lock them in the cupboard of course – what do you 

think we are doing? They are coming with us!” When Mena reached the 

age of fifteen, her birth mother was able to take the children back. 

However, Mena chose to stay in Bristol with her foster family. 
 

She went to university to study film making, but on graduating was unable 

to find a job, so became a social worker working with young black people. 

She was making a success of this when out of the blue she was made 

redundant, having been seen as a threat to a senior manager by being too 

successful. This led to her losing her flat, sofa-surfing between friends and 

living in her car. Eventually she contacted her birth mother and went to live 

in London. During this time she managed to win an unfair dismissal case. 
 

As her self-confidence returned, she started to work on leadership, 

mentorship and coaching, diversity, equality and inclusion. She returned to 

Bristol where she encountered racism in various forms, but mainly the fact 

that people kept touching her hair, which at the time was a wild Afro style. 

She naturally objected to that as it was an intrusion into her space and body. 

Wanting to make people understand, she turned to her film-making skills, 



 



and in 2016 started the campaign “No. You Cannot Touch My Hair”. The 

film showed her touching the hair of passers-by in a Bristol square and 

then interviewing the individuals afterwards to gauge their feelings. She 

has also created safe spaces for black girls and womxn*, mostly of 

Caribbean or African heritage, to discuss issues freely at the Black Girl 

Convention. [*Those identifying as women or non-binary.] 
 

As well as her work on inclusion, diversity and equality, she has also found 

the time to set up several businesses, such as Blak Wave, a film company; 

a project Beyond We, hoping to purchase a boat to be moored in Bristol 

Harbour that can be used for artistic Black people to come together; and 

Boomflix which is British Film Industry funded, bringing together seventeen 

women from across the UK. This has been very successful, one participant 

finding work with Netflix and another making their first independent film.  
 

Just because she had a little spare time, Mena is also the International 

Ambassador for Bristol. When she goes on holiday, she takes the 

opportunity to visit and talk to any important figure that Bristol City Council 

feel is important to the city. Mena also loves sport, and during her playing 

career has played Rugby, and American Football representing England. 
 

Mena’s brief gallop through her life was illuminating, thought-provoking 

and definitely a mile a minute. How she finds time for everything she fits 

into her life is a mystery, but she is definitely a larger-than-life lady who 

has a huge heart as well as personality. We all thought her comment about 

“being high on life” was totally appropriate for this amazing lady. 
 

Hill & Rockhampton WI - Report of Meeting held on 8 November 
 

Patsy welcomed everyone to the meeting and confirmed this would be her 

last meeting as President as she was standing down at this AGM. Jill Bryant 

was elected to serve as President for 2023. As outgoing President, Patsy 

thanked members for their support and especially the committee without 

whom there would be no WI. Our next event is the Carol Service on Friday 

9 December at 2pm in St Michael’s Church, Hill where we will be joined by 

members from Olveston WI who are now part of Mumbleys Hill Group. The 

Christmas Lunch is at The Anchor, Oldbury, on Wednesday 14 December. 
 

Our speaker Sally Taylor was then introduced who proceeded to give us a 

wonderful demonstration of flower arranging using quite simple greenery 

and a few flowers. She used a Christmas Stocking for one display which 

was most unusual and very effective. Sally also showed us how to display 

flowers without the normal oasis by using narrow necked jars or vases with 

either glass pebbles in the bottom or chicken wire to hold the display in 

place. She kept up a funny and entertaining dialogue as well as putting 

together several lovely displays which she kindly donated for the raffle. 
 

Ann Jones, Secretary, Hill & Rockhampton WI 



Church Services for December 2022 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 

St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
4th   
  10.30am HC 
 

11th  
  10.30am All Age 
 

18th 
  10.30am HC 
 

 24th   
 4.00pm  

     Crib Service 

 11.15pm  

     Midnight Mass 
 

25th  
  10.30am  

      All Age HC   

 

 

4th 4.00pm  

    Refresh! 
     
11th 8.00am 
    Spoken HC 
 

18th 4.00pm 

    Blessing of  

    Christmas Trees 
 

24th 5.00pm 

    Carols 
 

25th 10.30am 
    All Age HC 

 
Open as a place 

of pilgrimage  

and prayer. 

 

For details phone  

01454 260316 

 

 

 

 

 

25th 9.00am  
   HC  

4th Sunday of 

month.  

10:30am  
 

Please check 

locally  
 

 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

Carol service 

Sunday 18th 

December 6pm 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 

10.30am 
 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 

Morning Service 

Every Sunday  

at 

10.30am 
 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 

Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 

Street 
 

Sunday 

10.30am 
 

Further details contact 

Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 

January 1st Thornbury 10.00am Benefice Service   



Christian Comment 
 

The gospel writers are conflicted about what brings Jesus and his family to 

Bethlehem, be it a Roman census, or just their new home. However, they 

seem to agree on the fact that this was a place for Jesus where he was 

connected by family. A place he would be known and loved, by his family, 

and by all those who met him. By shepherds, and angels, and travellers. 
 

This is a lovely reminder to many of us, as we prepare to share with family 

and friends, of the community that is at the heart of our Christmas story. 
 

In Oldbury this same community spirit is at the heart of so many of our 

Christmas traditions. I am already looking forward, as ever, to the 

wonderful Carols at the Anchor (Monday 19th) and Christmas Eve Carols 

at the Church. I am also excited to be starting what may become a new 

tradition for us - depending on if it works! Saturday 17th will see the 

setting-up of a collection of Christmas trees in the Church and churchyard, 

each decorated with some of our wonderful community organisations in 

mind. If you would like to produce something for this please do get in 

touch. We warmly welcome contributions (joyeludlow@outlook.com). 
 

A simple service to welcome the trees, with mince pies and music, will be 

held on Sunday 18th December at 4pm. All are welcome! 
 

For those of us who love our Christmas community but miss those people 

who can’t be with us, the Church will also be host to a ‘blue’ Christmas tree 

for us to think about those we love and remember through the season. Do 

please pop in and see it if it would bring a little peace to your festive 

season. Or just pop by if you need a break from all the fun of family for a 

moment or two of rest and restoration! 

Revd Joy 
 

 

 

 
 

      Christmas Nativity Story       
 

Sunday 11 December at 11am at St Mary Centre, Thornbury 
 

Thornbury Baptist Church presents 

the Christmas Nativity Story – a family event.  
 

*Optional* Come to St Mary's Shopping Centre dressed as 

a character from the nativity (costumes can be provided) 

    and meet the real, live donkey. 
 

Free Coffee, Christmas Cake and Donkey Rides! 

Wishing you all a 

Peaceful Christmas 



 
 

 

A Topical Tip for Woodburner Owners 
 

I’ve had a woodburner for over twenty years but it was only a 

few weeks ago that I learnt from my chimney sweep that one of 

the best ways to clean the stove glass was with a crunched up 

damp newspaper and a dab of wood ash! It works a treat!  

Chris Tymko 

 

Christmas Coffee Morning & Craft Fair 
 

Saturday 10th December 10am – 1pm 

Oldbury Memorial Hall 
 

Several local stall holders 

selling Christmas wares! 
 

 Tea and coffee available. 



A warm welcome to our new Benefice Director of Music, Alex Hiam 
 

who writes – 
 

I’m not exactly sure when conventional wisdom says 

you’re due a mid-life crisis. Unfortunately, I have a 

sinking feeling that I, at 33, might be beginning mine. 

How else can I explain leaving a (modestly) successful 

career as a musician in London to start a law degree in 

Bristol? To be sighed at by officious lecturers for failing 

to quote the relevant provisions of the Law Property Act 

isn’t anyone’s idea of a good time.  
 

Yet here I am. Still, it’s not all bad. I get to live in a vibrant, diverse City 

of opportunity, and to join in the equally vibrant and welcoming community 

here in the Benefice. For a while I worked as choir master and organist at 

a Parish in a place called Worth - a pretty, leafy suburb down the road from 

Gatwick. The church, though, was special – very ancient and very beautiful 

– and the organ could unclog all your earwax if you pulled out every stop 

– but it was the people that truly made it what it was, and I felt a real 

sense of loss when I left. 
 

Now I find myself joining in an equally wonderful community here in 

Thornbury, Oldbury and Shepperdine. Yes, St Mary’s is also very old and 

very beautiful with an organ capable of triggering spasms on a seismometer. 

But it’s the community that grows around these places that gives such 

amazing Churches their life, and I’m so pleased to now be a part of yours. 

So, if you see me out and about, do say hi! Whether in the midst of a mid-

life crisis or otherwise, I’m very friendly (for a lawyer). Just don’t ask me to 

quote the relevant provisions of the Law Property Act. You’ll be disappointed! 

Alex 
 

Christmas Market 

Saturday 10 December from 10am to 3pm in Thornbury High Street 
 

Festive stalls will line the High Street, 
with a variety of music and entertainment. 

 
 

         
 

St Peter’s Hospice Christmas Coffee Morning 

Saturday 10 December at 10am 

in The Methodist Church Hall, Thornbury 

Christmas cards, Gift stall, Homemade cakes, Raffle etc. 

Entry, including tea/coffee and cake is £3 per person. 

Please do come along and support St Peter’s, your local Hospice. 



 



Contract Shepherdess 

 

My passion for farming began when our family moved to a smallholding in 

Rockhampton where I still live. Surrounded by livestock and open fields I 

wanted pursue my career outdoors. Over the years that followed I acquired 

various pets, a sheep, an Aberdeen Angus calf and a horse. Now at 24 I 

have my own flock, a sheepdog and am working all over the South West.  

 

After school I went to Hartpury College for three years to study Agriculture.  

For one of those years, I lived and worked in the Cotswolds as an Assistant 

Shepherdess. I loved working with dogs and having the independence and 

responsibility to care for a substantial flock. After completing college, I 

travelled to New Zealand for 8 months where I worked on several farms, 

gaining valuable experience. My stay in New Zealand saw me spend time 

working on a dairy farm, where I discovered my dislike of early mornings!! 

New Zealand has my heart, it was an unforgettable experience, so I would 

encourage any young farmer wanting an adventure to make that journey.  

 

On returning home from New Zealand, I began my studies in Agriculture 

at Aberystwyth University. I completed my degree and graduated in 2021. 

University was an amazing experience and the location could not have been 

more perfect. It was wonderful meeting and making friends with other 

young agriculture students from all over the country, many from farming 

backgrounds. This time away helped cement my passion for farming, 

making me even more excited to start my own journey in agriculture. 



 



Upon completing university, I purchased my first flock of sheep, Suffolk x 

Mule. That year I crossed them with a Texel ram. I lambed in March, a very 

successful first lambing with my flock, with dozens of healthy lambs.  I also 

bought by first sheepdog shortly after getting my sheep, a red Border Collie 

called Goose. She hasn’t left my side since. Sheepdog training is definitely a 

challenge, but we are getting there slowly, with help from a fantastic trainer.   
 

In 2022, after lambing my own flock, I travelled to Dorset, working on a 

mixed farm during lambing season for a few weeks. This paid off, as this 

is where I met my boyfriend… result!! Shortly afterwards I decided to start 

my own business as a Contract Shepherdess.  My work covers both the 

South West and Dorset but I am more than happy to travel further afield 

if needed. My job has allowed me to expand my own flock, keeping me 

extremely busy.  
 

As a Contract Shepherdess I cover all bases: lambing, checking sheep, 

farm sitting, general care, management and cover work, as well as general 

agriculture work. I am happy to advise people with sheep-related issues. 

I’m not afraid of a challenge and am happy to supply spare sheep if people 

need grass munching down! 
 

I feel very lucky and privileged to be working in an industry which I love, 

outside in the fresh air (in all weathers) and supporting British Farming. 
 

Phoebe Auburn 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas 

Day 
2010 

 

St Arilda’s in the snow. 



 



 



 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.  

December 2022 

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Thu 

1 

12:42 AM 

GMT / 9.53 

m 

8:00 AM 

GMT / 1.98 

m 

1:15 PM 

GMT / 9.42 

m 

8:35 PM 

GMT / 1.85 

m 

  7:54 AM 

GMT 

4:04 PM 

GMT 

Fri  

2 

1:54 AM 

GMT / 8.88 

m 

9:07 AM 

GMT / 2.20 

m 

2:29 PM 

GMT / 8.95 

m 

9:45 PM 

GMT / 1.97 

m 

  7:55 AM 

GMT 

4:03 PM 

GMT 

Sat  

3 

3:09 AM 
GMT / 8.63 

m 

10:19 AM 
GMT / 2.17 

m 

3:42 PM 
GMT / 8.90 

m 

10:57 PM 
GMT / 1.86 

m 

  7:57 AM 

GMT 

4:03 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

4 

4:18 AM 

GMT / 8.80 

m 

11:27 AM 

GMT / 1.93 

m 

4:48 PM 

GMT / 9.19 

m 

   7:58 AM 

GMT 

4:02 PM 

GMT 

Thu 

8 
 

2:31 AM 

GMT / 1.40 

m 

7:33 AM 

GMT / 10.83 

m 

2:51 PM 

GMT / 1.33 

m 

7:53 PM 

GMT / 10.96 

m 

Full Moon 
8:03 AM 

GMT 

4:01 PM 

GMT 

Fri 9  
3:10 AM 

GMT / 1.49 

m 

8:11 AM 

GMT / 11.11 

m 

3:29 PM 

GMT / 1.40 

m 

8:31 PM 

GMT / 11.09 

m 

 8:04 AM 
GMT 

4:00 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

10 
 

3:46 AM 

GMT / 1.62 

m 

8:48 AM 

GMT / 11.18 

m 

4:04 PM 

GMT / 1.50 

m 

9:07 PM 

GMT / 11.00 

m 

 8:05 AM 

GMT 

4:00 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

11 
 

4:20 AM 

GMT / 1.76 

m 

9:24 AM 

GMT / 11.02 

m 

4:38 PM 

GMT / 1.64 

m 

9:44 PM 

GMT / 10.70 

m 

 8:06 AM 

GMT 

4:00 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

16 

12:27 AM 

GMT / 8.46 
m 

7:32 AM 

GMT / 2.64 
m 

12:53 PM 

GMT / 8.42 
m 

7:59 PM 

GMT / 2.59 
m 

 Last 

Quarter 

8:11 AM 

GMT 

4:01 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

17 

1:24 AM 
GMT / 8.04 

m 

8:23 AM 
GMT / 2.76 

m 

1:55 PM 
GMT / 8.11 

m 

8:54 PM 
GMT / 2.68 

m 

  8:11 AM 

GMT 

4:01 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

18 

2:29 AM 

GMT / 7.88 

m 

9:20 AM 

GMT / 2.77 

m 

3:02 PM 

GMT / 8.09 

m 

9:53 PM 

GMT / 2.62 

m 

  8:12 AM 

GMT 

4:01 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

23 
 

1:50 AM 

GMT / 1.44 

m 

7:08 AM 

GMT / 11.18 

m 

2:18 PM 

GMT / 1.12 

m 

7:31 PM 

GMT / 11.55 

m 

New 

Moon 

8:15 AM 

GMT 

4:03 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

24 
 

2:45 AM 

GMT / 1.06 

m 

7:52 AM 

GMT / 11.92 

m 

3:11 PM 

GMT / 0.70 

m 

8:16 PM 

GMT / 12.10 

m 

 8:15 AM 
GMT 

4:04 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

25 
 

3:36 AM 

GMT / 0.74 

m 

8:37 AM 

GMT / 12.38 

m 

4:01 PM 

GMT / 0.38 

m 

9:00 PM 

GMT / 12.32 

m 

 8:16 AM 

GMT 

4:05 PM 

GMT 

Mon 

26 
 

4:25 AM 

GMT / 0.54 

m 

9:22 AM 

GMT / 12.47 

m 

4:49 PM 

GMT / 0.23 

m 

9:46 PM 

GMT / 12.17 

m 

 8:16 AM 

GMT 

4:05 PM 

GMT 

Tue 

27 
 

5:11 AM 

GMT / 0.51 
m 

10:09 AM 

GMT / 12.20 
m 

5:36 PM 

GMT / 0.28 
m 

10:35 PM 

GMT / 11.68 
m 

 8:16 AM 

GMT 

4:06 PM 

GMT 

Wed 

28 
 

5:58 AM 

GMT / 0.67 

m 

10:59 AM 

GMT / 11.61 

m 

6:24 PM 

GMT / 0.54 

m 

11:27 PM 

GMT / 10.95 

m 

 8:16 AM 

GMT 

4:07 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

30 

12:25 AM 

GMT / 10.14 

m 

7:37 AM 

GMT / 1.42 

m 

12:54 PM 

GMT / 10.05 

m 

8:07 PM 

GMT / 1.44 

m 

 First 

Quarter 

8:16 AM 

GMT 

4:09 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

31 

1:28 AM 

GMT / 9.41 

m 

8:33 AM 

GMT / 1.85 

m 

2:00 PM 

GMT / 9.38 

m 

9:07 PM 

GMT / 1.88 

m 

  8:16 AM 

GMT 

4:10 PM 

GMT 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 



Thornbury Library December 

 

Christmas is coming!! Choose a book token, a perfect gift for book 

lovers. Available to purchase at Thornbury Library. 
 

Keeping warm and well. Each Wednesday & Thursday 9.30am-4pm  

Come and relax with a warm drink in the library throughout the day. Use 

the computers, or your own iPad, phone etc. (Wi-Fi available). Read a book 

or newspaper, browse the shelves, enjoy a communal puzzle or just relax! 
 

Meet the author Lynne Cavendish. Monday 5 December 10am-12pm 

Self-published author Lynne Cavendish will be in the library to chat about 

her book “The lights came on for Marcia Duncan”.     
 

Have You Read…?” Friday 2 December 2pm-3pm. The book group 

for everyone. Come and enjoy an open book group with a difference. 

No set novel to read. Just drop in for an hour, for refreshments and a chat.  
 

“BFG’s” (Book Focus Group) for School Year 7 and up (8 December) 

Spend an hour discussing your favourite books with others. A great way of 

finding brilliant new authors. Second Thursday every month 4pm-5pm.  
 

Computer Support 1-1. Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am 

slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.  
 

Sight Support West of England - Monday 19 December 10am-1pm 

Just “drop in” for support and advice for people with visual impairments.  
 

FREE Festive Craft Sessions for ages 4+ (Children must bring a grown-

up with them! New faces are always very welcome so why not come along?) 

 Saturday 10 December 11am - 12 noon  

Make some beautiful Seasonal Crafts to decorate your home. 

 Wednesday 21 December 10.30am - 12noon  

Create something wonderful for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

 

Christmas opening hours Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm  

Sun 25th Dec - No Open Access   

Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Sat 24 Dec 9.30-12.30 

Sun 25 Dec - Wed 28 Dec  

CLOSED 

Thurs 29 & Fri 30 Dec: 9.30-5.30 

Sat 31 Dec: 9.30-12.30 

Sun 1 Jan - Tues 3 Jan CLOSED 

Wed 4 Jan: Normal hours resume 

 

For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping 

in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 

phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 

2nd Dec Fri Grumpy Man’s Xmas Lunch 

2nd Dec Fri Quiz Night, Memorial Hall 

9th Dec Fri Hot Gossip, Memorial Hall 

9th   Dec Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

10th Dec Sat Christmas Fayre, Memorial Hall 

16th Dec Fri OO7’s Christmas Concert, Memorial Hall, Doors open 7.30pm 

17th Dec Sat Children’s Christmas Party, Memorial Hall 

24th Dec Sat Night Before Xmas Special, Memorial Hall 

 

2023 

28th  Jan Sat Silent Disco, Memorial Hall 

 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz Night, first Wednesday of each month. 

Memorial Hall, 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 
 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 

on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  

Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 
 

 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 October  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   

112.0mm 178.5mm 136.5mm 

4.40” 7.03” 5.37” 



 


