May / June 2022
Once upon a chalk white garden
Grew a slender, noble stem
Flourished, budded, then threw open
Petals like a diadem…
Now the garden’s changed for ever
Wilder grows the leafy world
But the rose still stands in glory
Like a royal flag unfurled
From the stem so pure and simple
Husbanded with loving care
Came to beautify the garden
Sprigs that gaily flourished there…
The rocks remain: the sky is shedding
Tears of joy, and tears of grief:
Still the English rose is glowing
Shaming every darker leaf.
From the winning poem by Philip Brown, an
English teacher at a Gloucestershire
comprehensive school, of a poetry
competition to honour the Silver Jubilee
organised by the Daily Mail.
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Editorial

Apologies if your mag arrived later than usual, but with the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations taking place in the first week of June we decided to turn this
issue of 4ward into a May / June edition to bring everyone as much
information about the forthcoming local events as possible. The Jubilee
committee have been planning for months and there is absolutely loads
going on over the 4-day Bank Holiday weekend. Full details inside! Thanks
to everyone who has worked so hard on this. After two years of Covid when
gatherings were so restricted it’s marvellous to have an opportunity to
come together and celebrate.
Oldbury has certainly gone all out on this occasion and the village has a
long history of doing so.
One of my own earliest memories is actually of my dear mother cutting
and sewing yards and yards of gloriously coloured velvet to create the
robes for the coronation pageant put on by the village in 1953. The Queen’s
purple coronation robe and the crown made by my mum will be the
centrepiece of the exhibition in the Memorial Hall over the weekend. This
is only one of many events going on, but I’m giving it a very personal plug
because the robe, faded and somewhat battered, only comes out of its box
every 10 - 25 years or so.
We are planning a bumper June / July edition of 4ward, due out in midJune, with glorious colour spreads of all the celebrations. Everyone has
their phones with them these days so please share your photos with us, as
soon as possible afterwards, by sending them to 4wardmag@gmail.com
Someone who did just that recently is Angela Conibere, who captured two
charming photos of a family of geese on her phone when she was walking
down to the Hall to set up for the Spring Fair on 23 April. I passed the
photos on to local expert Peter Hazelwood for identification and he was
absolutely thrilled, as it was confirmation of a remarkable journey that he
had long suspected this particular family of geese were making. The
resulting article is a lovely Springtime saga which will bring joy to your
hearts.
Chris

Canada Goose Family go for a Wander
The three photos of a family of Canada Geese, below and right, seem cute,
but fairly unremarkable. That is, until you find out the incredible story
behind these images.
Canada Geese have nested on the lake at the Power Station every year
since their first attempt in 2005. In all years, except 2018, they have
successfully fledged up to seven youngsters. This involves a marathon 28
days of the female sitting on the eggs from laying to hatching, when she
leaves the nest only briefly to have a stretch and short eat. The male sits
diligently on the lake nearby for this whole time, keeping guard, although
he goes off to feed a couple of times a day when things are quiet.
Recently they have also been very consistent in the timing of the eggs
hatching, being between 20th and 23rd April since 2017. This year was no
exception, as on 20th April, the male went to visit the nest for the first
time, and on the 21st the parents proudly showed off their eight tiny
goslings – the highest number yet.
Pair of Canada Geese with 8 goslings, on their first visit to the lake at
Oldbury Power Station, photo taken on Thursday 21 April 2022.

All eight of the goslings managed to survive overnight - they are very
vulnerable when this young. But the parents are very protective! On Friday
the 22nd, it was pretty cold in the afternoon and the goslings were all
tucked up under mum’s wings while she sat on the SE bank of the lake.
Worryingly however, the next morning there was no sign of the goslings,
or the parents!
However, it subsequently emerged that a family of Canada Geese with
eight goslings had been photographed on Camp Road in Oldbury village on
Saturday morning. A bit of a strange place for geese to be (although there
is the very small pond nearby).
Pair of Canada Geese with 8 goslings,
by Matilda House, Camp Rd, Oldbury-on-Severn,
photographed by Angela Conibere, morning of Saturday 23 April 2022.

And then, a pair of Canada Geese with eight goslings were seen at
Thornbury Sailing Club the next day. Coincidence? Well, it could be,
except . . .
Pair of Canada Geese with 8 goslings (not all shown in photo), taken by
Heather England at Thornbury Sailing Club on Sunday 24 April 2022.

. . . exactly the same thing happened last year! Only then, it WAS thought
that it may be coincidence. But not twice!
The pair hatched seven goslings on 23rd April last year, on the lake at the
Power Station. All was well, and the seven young survived until 29th. Then,
the next day the whole family had disappeared. Two days later, a pair with
only four young suddenly appeared in Oldbury Pill, by the sluice. No one
had seen a nest in the area, and I suspected the pair had somehow
marched their offspring across country. But surely not?
The journey of the family this year was undertaken when the goslings were
just 3 days old! It was done at night, and a possible route is shown (in
white) opposite. This follows the biggest rhines from the Power Station
Lake (top arrow) to Oldbury village (Matilda House, bottom arrow), then
taking Oldbury Pill, and ending at the Sailing Club. A distance of 1.7 miles!

Why would they undertake such a journey? Well, it seems another
coincidence is that Otters have only been seen at the lake in the last two
years. I wonder if they are protecting the young from them. Or, there could
be just too much disturbance or too little food at the lake?
Peter Hazelwood

Oldbury Memorial Hall Announces……..

Clusterfunk
Live 70s-80s Band
Supported by The KME Disco, Fully Licenced Bar
Saturday 14th May 2022 – 7.30pm
£5 per ticket available from the Village Shop
Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club
Draw Winners

st

1 prize.
2nd prize.
3rd prize.
4th prize.

£20
£15
£10
£10

April
Patrick Mallaghan
Jenny Miller
Colin Johnson
Sam Ingram

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome!
Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere
at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828
Quiz Night
Quiz night was held on Friday 22nd April. It was a well-attended night at
the Hall, once again with great participation and well-deserved winners.
Thank you to everybody for their support and fantastic feedback. I look
forward to presenting the next Quiz sometime in July – look out for further
info on the Memorial Hall calendar and in the next edition of 4ward
magazine.
Thanks, Jan Willcox

Oldbury Cricket Club
To me cricket is a simple game. Keep it simple and just go out and play….
Shane Warne
The cricket season started on Sunday 24th April with an away game against
Oldland. The home team batted first and scored 167 for the loss of 6
wickets. In reply Oldbury reached the total required with wickets and overs
to spare. Their next game is away to Rockhampton which will no doubt be
a tougher game. May/June fixtures are as follows:
8th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May
5th June
12th June
19th June

Sundays
The Commoners
North Nibley
Pucklechurch
Chipping Sodbury
No game JUBILEE
Failand & Portbury
Hillesley

H
A
H
H
H
H

Weekdays
Wed 25th May Old Down
Wed 1st June
Tortworth
Fri 3rd June
Thornbury RFC
Wed 8th June
Hillesley
Wed 15th June Kingswood
Wed 22nd June North Nibley

A
H
H
A
H
A

Gerald Porter
President OOSVCC
Severn Vale Crib League 2021/2022
Playing crib with Jim is war, in disguise of a game of cards.
The 2021/22 crib season is drawing to a close with the final games due to
be played on May 9th. It has been a difficult year for all the teams with
Covid causing problems with the fixtures. Both Sporting Oldbury and The
Shipwrecked have had their ups and downs this season, but of the two,
The Shipwrecked will probably end up better placed in the league. The
Dockers and the Otters are clear leaders and will be challenging for the top
spot.
Gerald Porter
Oldbury Whist Drives
Oldbury Whist Drives have now started again on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays
of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion. Therefore, the
next ones are Saturdays 7th May and 21st May. In June, because of the
Jubilee weekend at the beginning of the month, there will be just one whist
drive, on the third Saturday, 18th June. Everyone is welcome.
Matthew Riddle

Bennett Family
I am trying to trace our family tree and we have a connection with the
family of Alfred Bennett from Oldbury Naite.
Alfred was born in 1859 and in 1880 married Mary Burford who was born
in 1857. As far as I can discover, Alfred and Mary had 4 children, all born
in Oldbury Naite:
i. William born in 1882 who married Minnie L. Woodward in 1912.
ii. Henry born in 1884 who married Sarah Ann Hughes in 1913. Sarah
went on to become the Post Mistress in Oldbury.
iii. Ellen Bertha born in 1886 who married my grandfather, Henry Mills, in
1908.
iv. Arthur born in 1889 and who died in 1910.
Ellen and my grandfather Henry went on to have 3 children – Minnie Eliza
born in 1906, Ivy May born in 1909 and Elias Henry born in 1913.
Unfortunately, whilst my grandfather was serving in France during WWI,
Ellen died on the 6th November 1918, leaving 3 young children without a
mother. Their younger daughter Ivy came to live with her uncle and aunt
at the Post Office in Oldbury.
If anyone has any information/photographs in relation to this family I would
be very grateful to hear from you.
My contact details are: Telephone: (01453) 811398
Email: brother_bear25@hotmail.com
Thanking you in advance.
Mary Stephens

Jubilee Tea Party for St Peter’s Hospice
Thursday 26 May at 2.30pm at Methodist Church Hall, Thornbury
St Peter’s Hospice Severnside Support Group would be
delighted to welcome you to Afternoon High Tea to
celebrate the Jubilee, on Thursday 26th May at the
Methodist Church Hall in Thornbury at 2.30pm. There will
be musical entertainment during the afternoon. Tickets
are priced at £10.00 (to include a full homemade high tea)
and are available from the Hospice Shop in Thornbury
from 9th May, or alternatively you may pay at the door.

~ Please support St Peter’s – your local Hospice. ~

Mary Jennings - a Tribute in Mosaic
Many villagers will recall Mary Jennings. She was kind enough to leave a
legacy that might be used for Children's work within the Church. It seemed
appropriate, since she was such an advocate of the churchyard, nature and
the joys of sailing on the estuary, that the PCC find some way of
incorporating her great loves into a children's project.
To this end, the children of Oldbury School
will be working alongside the Mosaic artists
from Tomato Jack's in Berkeley to create a
fitting mosaic for the new children's corner
up at St Arilda’s on Wednesday 4th May and Friday 6th May.
The aim is for the mosaic to be in place in time for the Jubilee weekend.
We are very grateful to her family and the school for facilitating this project.
We are hopeful that it will reflect the values of the School, the Church and
Mary Jennings, and also reflect the beauty of our Church surroundings. It
will continue to be a lasting legacy of all that Mary contributed to within
the village for many years to come.
Jacquie Rinaldi

A Platinum Jubilee Word Search
Here is a very special Platinum Jubilee puzzle be careful – one of the words or phrases in the
list is NOT hidden in the grid!
Can you work out which of the 35 is missing?
The missing item is: _________________
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Oldbury on Severn Platinum Jubilee Celebration Events
~ Oldbury ~ Shepperdine ~ Kington ~ Cowhill ~
Everyone is welcome to attend all the events and to enter
all the competitions for HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
to make the four days of celebration a right royal event.
Thursday 2nd June 8.30am – 10.30am, Jubilee Breakfast at The
Memorial Hall. Ages 0-5: free, ages 6-11: £2.50, everyone else: £5.
Tickets available from the Village Shop.
Thursday 2nd June from 6.30pm, Lighting the Beacon kindly
hosted by Thornbury Sailing Club. See separate article for details.
Friday 3 rd June 11am – 5pm, and Saturday 4 th June 11am
– 2pm, Jubilee Exhibition at The Memorial Hall. Exhibition of the
Oldbury 1953 Coronation Pageant and Jubilees since. Tea and cake
will be available on the Friday. If you have any photos or memorabilia
that you can lend for the Exhibition, please let us know via the email
address below. Setting up is on Thursday 2nd June, from 2pm.
Saturday 4th June 7pm, Live broadcast of the ‘Concert from the
Palace’ screened in The Memorial Hall. Bar. Tickets £3 from the
Village Shop (this includes a free drink).
Flower Festival ‘Through the Ages’ at St Arilda’s Church. Friday
3rd June to Sunday 5th June inclusive, open during daylight hours.
Royal Jubilee Trail. Display of Royal Family or Past Kings or Queens
around parish from Monday 30th May; at playing fields on 5th June.
Jubilee Competitions. Please submit your entry form (delivered
with invitation to local households) for: Children’s Jubilee Card.
Decorated Window, Porch or Gate. A Pudding Fit for a Queen.
All event tickets are available NOW from the Village Shop!
Oldbury Jubilee email: j u bil e e old bu r y on s e v er n @g mai l. c om
Can you spare an hour or so to help?
Thank you very much to our current volunteers, it is a great team
effort! We still need more people to help for an hour or so with the
following: being in attendance at the exhibition in the Memorial Hall;
putting up the marquee a few days before;
and, at the Jubilee Big Lunch and Fair on 5th June, we need help with:
the children’s races; face painting; the welly throwing.
Many thanks indeed. If you can help, then please call Matthew Riddle
on 07877 413298 or email jubileeoldburyonsevern@gmail.com

Jubilee Big Lunch and Fair Sunday 5th June
~ Please do all feel free to come in fancy dress / patriotic colours! ~
8am ‘Vehicles of Interest’ start arriving at the Playing Fields; they
need to be parked up by 11.30am.
12noon Big Lunch and Fair opened by Tom Frost DL, former High
Sheriff of Gloucestershire. National Anthem.
12.15pm Picnics. Please feel free to bring your own or enjoy the
refreshments available to purchase.
1pm ‘Pudding fit for a Queen’ judging at the Cricket Pavilion.
1pm Children’s Races.
2pm Family Dog Show in the tennis courts. Kindly sponsored by
Country Dogs Boarding Kennels.
3pm Short Jubilee Service and dedication of the Jubilee Seat by
Revd Joy Ludlow.
3.30pm Presentation of Children’s £5 Jubilee Crown Coins by Sarah
Hayden, Chairperson of the Oldbury Community Shop and kindly
donated by the Shop. (IMPORTANT: Children will each need to bring
their yellow token to exchange for their Crown Coin).
4pm Cider Making Demonstration.
4.45pm Salmon Putcher Making Demonstration.
5.30pm Winners announced for “Best Decorated Porch, Window or
Gate Competition”; “Pudding Fit for a Queen”; “Children’s Jubilee
Card Competition”.
6pm Skittles Play Off for the Millennium Shield (current held by
Oldbury Cricket Club). Teams of four from local organisations/clubs.
Throughout the afternoon:
Live Music, Skittles, Craft Tent (including crafts for children and sale
of the Oldbury Parish Jubilee Mug), Horse and Carriage Ride, Zumba,
Bouncy Castle, Face Painting, Welly Throwing, Display about Oldbury
Brick Works and Tools, Salmon Putcher Display, Cider Making
Display, BBQ, Teas at the Cricket Pavilion, Hooch’s Hut Bar.

Jubilee Events at The Sailing Club
Thursday 2nd June - Jubilee Beacon Evening
This event is open to all TSC members and members of the local community
together with their families and friends. Proposed timing is as follows:
6.30pm Hog Roast.
7.30 to 9.00pm (including breaks) The Cotswold Male Voice Choir
9.30pm Lighting of the ‘Beacon’, in line with the rest of the UK and
the Commonwealth.
Tickets available from 1st May at Oldbury Village Shop and our thanks to
all at the Shop for their help with this. There will be 3 different tickets:
•
The whole Event INCLUDING Hog Roast - ADULT £8
•
The whole Event INCLUDING Hog Roast - CHILD £6
•
The Event only (NO FOOD) - ADULT £2, Children FREE
If you require a vegetarian alternative, please purchase a Hog Roast ticket
and put your name clearly on the sheet provided. Give your name to the
person collecting the tickets at the carvery at the event.
The FINAL DATE for purchase of Hog Roast tickets is Thursday 26th MAY.
PARKING
A field adjacent to the dinghy compound will be allocated for parking.
Please be patient on the road and keep speed to a minimum, being mindful
of walkers, children and dogs.
JETTIES
Children must not go onto jetties unaccompanied. There are steep drops
from the jetties and the edge of banks. While every effort is made to
minimise risk, the club is usually a working area, so you are asked to be
aware of your surroundings at all times and to be responsible for the young
people in your party.
Bring a seat with you, some red, white and blue, and we look forward to
seeing you at an enjoyable and convivial evening.
It is hoped to have a bucket collection for SARA (Severn Area Rescue
Association) during the evening.
Sunday 5th June
The Club is holding a Big Family Jubilee Picnic at lunchtime followed by
local Irish Group ‘TAIRNI MARA’ in the afternoon. If you would like to bring
a picnic and join in, or wander down to listen to the music, you will be most
welcome. This event is free.
Sue Leat

Church Services for May 2022

St. Mary’s
Thornbury
1st
10.30am HC
8th
10.30am All Age
MP

St. Arilda’s
Oldbury
1st 4.00pm
Refresh!
8th No service

St. Mary’s
Shepperdine

St. Oswald’s
Rockhampton

Open as a place
of pilgrimage
and prayer.

Please check
locally for
Weekly benefice
services
all 10:30am

15th 6.00pm
Holy Communion

For details phone
01454 260316

22nd
10.30am HC

22nd 4.00pm
Muddy Praise

29th
8.00am HC

29th 10.30am
Outdoor Baptism
Benefice Service

29th No service

15th
10.30am HC

St Oswald’s
4th Sunday
Rev Sue by email
revsue@croftt.org.uk
or
phone
01454 600674

Catholic

Morton Baptist

Thornbury Quakers

Christ the King,
Thornbury.
Sunday Mass
9.00am
10.30am

Morning Service
Every Sunday
at
10.30am

Chantry Community
Centre on Castle
Street

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk

Holy Cross, Wotton
Under Edge
Saturday
(vigil Mass) 5.00pm

See
https://mortonbaptist.org
for details

Sunday
10.30am
Further details contact
Sheila Waters on
07738495776

Church Services for June 2022

St. Mary’s
Thornbury

St. Arilda’s
Oldbury

St. Mary’s
Shepperdine

St. Oswald’s
Rockhampton

5th
10.00am
Jubilee Celebration
Service

5th 3.00pm
Civic service with
blessing. At The
Playing Fields

Open as a place
of pilgrimage
and prayer.

12th
10.30am All Age
MP

12th 8.00am
Spoken Holy
Communion

Please check
locally for
Weekly benefice
services
all 10:30am

19th
10.30am HC
26th
10.30am HC

19th 6.00pm
Evening Prayer
26th 6.00pm
Evening service

For details phone
01454 260316

St Oswald’s
4th Sunday
Rev Sue by email
revsue@croftt.org.uk
or
phone
01454 600674

Christian Comment – from Thornbury Churches Together
Together as Christians in the UK and with our sisters
and brothers in the churches of Ukraine, we pray for an
end to the conflict, for all those affected by the terrible
impact of war, and for peace in our world.
It is a dark and worrying time for the people of Ukraine and for everyone who
believes in peace. We have seen the heart-breaking stories of people fleeing
violence, not knowing when they’ll see their loved ones again. It shouldn't
be like this. War and poverty should have no place in our world. Like the
people of Ukraine looking out for their neighbours or the charity workers
delivering emergency food to people seeking refuge, we want to bring hope.
Please pray for Ukraine and an end to the conflict. With one voice we can
all call for an immediate ceasefire and a commitment to protect civilians
and key services. Every prayer, every gift, every action, brings hope to the
people of Ukraine. Please light a candle and pray for our brothers and
sisters in Ukraine; a possible prayer from Christian Aid is provided below.
Christine Dadd – Chair, Missions: Global and Local Concern

God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is Your overwhelming presence.
We hold before You the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to You for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace.
Make us whole.
Amen.

Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.
May 2022
Day
Sun
1
Mon
2
Fri
6
Sat
7
Sun
8
Mon
9
Fri
13
Sat
14
Sun
15
Mon
16
Fri
20
Sat
21
Sun
22
Mon
23
Fri
27
Sat
28
Sun
29
Mon
30
Tue
31

High

Low

3:55 AM
BST / 0.81
m
4:31 AM
BST / 0.83
m
6:41 AM
BST / 1.78
m
12:13 AM
7:18 AM
BST / 9.60 BST / 2.15
m
m
12:54 AM
8:01 AM
BST / 8.81 BST / 2.53
m
m
8:53 AM
1:45 AM BST
BST / 2.86
/ 8.08 m
m
12:35 AM
BST / 2.45
m
1:32 AM
BST / 1.92
m
2:25 AM
BST / 1.38
m
3:16 AM
BST / 0.90
m
6:24 AM
BST / 0.38
m
7:13 AM
BST / 0.71
m
12:40 AM
8:05 AM
BST / 10.64 BST / 1.16
m
m
9:03 AM
1:42 AM BST
BST / 1.61
/ 9.73 m
m
1:00 AM
BST / 1.88
m
1:56 AM
BST / 1.64
m
2:45 AM
BST / 1.49
m
3:28 AM
BST / 1.43
m
4:06 AM
BST / 1.44
m

High
8:57 AM BST
/ 11.35 m
9:34 AM BST
/ 11.59 m
11:56 AM
BST / 9.88
m
12:35 PM
BST / 9.07
m
1:21 PM BST
/ 8.28 m
2:20 PM BST
/ 7.64 m
6:21 AM BST
/ 8.75 m
7:08 AM BST
/ 9.74 m
7:51 AM BST
/ 10.75 m
8:32 AM BST
/ 11.65 m
11:24 AM
BST / 11.79
m
12:15 PM
BST / 10.92
m
1:13 PM BST
/ 9.95 m
2:20 PM BST
/ 9.09 m
6:18 AM BST
/ 9.21 m
7:09 AM BST
/ 9.72 m
7:53 AM BST
/ 10.22 m
8:33 AM BST
/ 10.62 m
9:10 AM BST
/ 10.87 m

Low
4:15 PM
BST / 0.78
m
4:49 PM
BST / 0.92
m
6:58 PM
BST / 2.14
m
7:37 PM
BST / 2.52
m
8:24 PM
BST / 2.88
m
9:20 PM
BST / 3.13
m
1:06 PM
BST / 2.07
m
2:01 PM
BST / 1.56
m
2:52 PM
BST / 1.08
m
3:41 PM
BST / 0.70
m
6:47 PM
BST / 0.78
m
7:37 PM
BST / 1.21
m
8:31 PM
BST / 1.69
m
9:33 PM
BST / 2.08
m
1:31 PM
BST / 1.61
m
2:23 PM
BST / 1.48
m
3:08 PM
BST / 1.45
m
3:48 PM
BST / 1.49
m
4:24 PM
BST / 1.58
m

High

Moon Sunrise Sunset

9:15 PM BST
/ 11.40 m

5:42 AM
BST

8:34 PM
BST

9:51 PM BST
/ 11.55 m

5:40 AM
BST

8:35 PM
BST

5:32 AM
BST

8:42 PM
BST

5:31 AM
BST

8:43 PM
BST

5:29 AM
BST

8:45 PM
BST

5:27 AM
BST

8:47 PM
BST

6:46 PM BST
/ 9.08 m

5:21 AM
BST

8:53 PM
BST

7:30 PM BST
/ 10.11 m

5:19 AM
BST

8:54 PM
BST

8:11 PM BST
/ 11.11 m

5:18 AM
BST

8:56 PM
BST

8:52 PM BST
Full Moon
/ 11.92 m

5:16 AM
BST

8:57 PM
BST

11:47 PM
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Rockhampton
Sunday 5th June at Midday on Rockhampton Common
A fun village event which will include a tallest sunflower competition and a
Platinum Jubilee themed cupcake competition. There will be two age group
categories for this (junior and adult) to encourage our lovely children in
the village to enter. There will also be craft activities available.

******************************
PARISH OF ROCKHAMPTON
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Monday 23rd May 2022
Rockhampton Village Hall
Commencing at 7pm
This will be immediately followed
by the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
******************************

Report from Hill & Rockhampton WI
It is some time since I wrote a report of our doings, so this will be very
much a catch up.
From March 2020 until June 2021 we were unable to meet in a formal way
due to covid restrictions and the closure of the village hall. From June to
September 2021 we met up for afternoon teas in our President, Patsy
Hurley’s, garden, using well-spaced seating and a gazebo.
From October 2021 we made the decision that with winter approaching we
should start to meet in the village hall again. The precautions we took were
wide ranging, including the wearing of face masks and extra ventilation
which often led to the need for an extra layer of clothing.

The speaker at our first meeting on 12th October was from Make a Mark
charity. They provide memory boxes for children and others who were
about to lose, or had lost, a loved one.
Our November meeting saw us joined by two new members, Janey and
Barbara. In the absence of a formal speaker Ann Jones spoke about the
origins of her maiden name, Furnivall, how it came to England in 1066
through a Knight and Warrior called Gerard de Furnivall, a close friend of
Richard the Lionheart and its links through many of the ancient families of
England and excitingly to Queen Katherine Parr.
Having continually been let down by South Gloucestershire Council’s
StreetCare, our December meeting consisted of a game of bingo, ably
called by Michelle Hall followed by mince pies and mulled wine (for those
not driving of course).
Once again increasing covid infections put a halt to our January meeting.
Therefore, our first meeting of 2022 was in February when Hilary Packer
gave us an interesting insight into her time spent volunteering at Butterfly
Space, Malawi.
March was our AGM when members were asked to vote in a new committee
and president. Patsy Hurley was elected as our President for a further
twelve months and the committee remained the same. A case of déjà vu.
In the meantime, we were able at last to take a photo of some of the
Institute members watering our centennial Rockhampton Red Hornbeam
tree kindly donated by Geoff and Pattie Lock. We hope that our picture will
take pride of place in the next Avon Federation Newsletter or WI Life
Magazine.
At our April meeting it was announced that Jill Bryant had agreed to
become Vice-President, which will be a great help to Patsy. We were again
without a speaker, but Jill stepped into the breach to tell us her experiences
of lambing.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 10th May at 3pm when we will be visiting
Wolfridge Alpaca Farm at Alveston, where we will meet these lovely
animals and have a refreshing cup of tea and piece of cake.
New members are always welcome to join us. Our usual meeting time is
7pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in Rockhampton Village Hall.
Ann Jones, Institute Secretary

Rockhampton Folk and World Music Festival
Saturday 18 June from 2pm
After an enforced break, the Rockhampton Folk Festival is back! Worldmusic is the theme this year. Traditional British folk meets Palestinian
flutes, an Indian-inspired duo and an award-winning street band all the
way from São Paolo! There'll be local food and drink plus a free workshop
for the kids too. There are no commercial stalls. It's simply about top-notch
music and dance in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere - perfect for families.
More information and great value Early Bird tickets are available from
rockhamptonfolkfest.org.uk

The Armstrong Arts Group brings the
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School to
Thornbury
to present

Great Expectations
by Charles Dickens
adapted by
JO CLIFFORD
Saturday 18 June at 7.30pm at The Castle School,
Park Road, Thornbury
“Life is made of so many partings welded together.”
From humble beginnings in the marshlands of Kent, young Pip is
determined to make strides in the big city and get a leg-up in society. Pip
is caught up in a world of compelling characters - the elderly jilted bride
Miss Haversham, the criminal Magwitch and alluring Estella.
Can our ambitious protagonist realise his dreams or will life inevitably
present itself with obstacles and trickery? Breathing new life into one of
Dickens’ most beloved novels, Bristol Old Vic Theatre School presents their
touring production of Great Expectations.
Abounding in trademark Dickensian humour, this
wry coming-of-age story has been a landmark of
English Literature since its publication in 1861, and
continues to charm readers to this day. Teeming
with eccentricity, fearsome convicts, stopped clocks,
decay and decadence, Jo Clifford’s adaptation is
vividly brought to the stage by director Jenny
Stephens and BOVTS acting and production
students.
This adaptation has been delighting audiences since 2012, so do not miss
this opportunity to experience all the drama and excitement of this
production for yourself, right here in Thornbury.
Tickets, to include a drink, are £18, and £15 for under 16s,
and are available from
AAGThornbury@gmail.com or 01454 850933

Live Entertainment at Oldbury Memorial Hall
The Memorial Hall is offering a

Live Theatre Event
for the first time for many years. This is part of our plan to widen the use
of the Hall and to provide a different experience for you to enjoy.

"Hugely appreciated by a capacity audience."
The Stage
"A really enjoyable and absorbing evening's entertainment."
BBC website review

But maybe you should come along and judge for yourself?

Live Performances to Return
for Mini Thornbury Arts Festival
Thornbury Arts Festival will be back this summer after an enforced twoyear break, with a mini-event aimed at paving the way for a full return
next spring.
The annual programme of music, comedy, drama and talks has been
cancelled for the last two years due to the pandemic, with closure of the
town’s Armstrong Hall - the festival’s traditional venue - adding to
difficulties facing organisers. They were determined to plan something for
the town and surrounding area for 2022 and have devised a three-day
festival of live performances, to run from
Thursday 23 June to Saturday 25 June.
St Mary’s Church, Thornbury, will be hosting the opening night on Thursday
23 June - a costumed portrayal by Lesley Smith, of Anne Boleyn in the Tower
of London in the final minutes of her life. St Mary’s seems an appropriate
venue as it stands next to Thornbury Castle, where Anne Boleyn stayed
with Henry VIII in 1535. Lesley Smith is the curator of Tutbury Castle in
Staffordshire, as well as a medical historian. She is well known for her
entertaining and informative performances of historical characters.
Performing on Friday 24 June at The Castle School will be Stringfever - four
musicians who combine their musical skill on electric instruments with
beatbox, humour and showmanship. The players are all from the same
family and mix classical favourites with rock classics and movie themes.
Bringing the festival to a close on Saturday 25 June at Tytherington Village
Hall will be the Cate Cody Quintet. Cate is one of the UK’s finest jazz
singers, with appearances at the BAFTA Television Awards, as well as
performing at sell-out concerts at jazz festivals and dance events.
All three events will start at 7:30pm. Ticket prices vary:
Anne Boleyn (not suitable for Under-18s): £12 including wine / soft drinks
Stringfever: £18 for adults; £6 for Under-19s
Cate Cody Quintet: £15
There will be different numbers of tickets available at each venue according
to size, so it is important to book early! Full details regarding all three
events, the venues, times and ticket numbers available, are on the festival
website www.thornburyartsfestival.org.uk together with information on
ticket sales. Tickets can be purchased via the website or on 07591030785.
Any enquiries by email to info@thornburyartsfestival.org.uk
This will be the 51st Thornbury Arts Festival! It is one of the oldest in the
country and we are looking forward to being back!
Gill Dunkley - Chair Thornbury Arts Festival

Thornbury Orchestra Concert

The Kington Lighthouse Project
An Apology
Mr and Mrs Mardon are bitterly disappointed that Trinity House, the
organisation behind lighthouse operations in the United Kingdom, have
decided against the Kington Lighthouse scheme. In a short statement,
Trinity House have said that granting permission for a lighthouse that is
switched off at night is ‘as much use as a chocolate teapot!’ The Kington
Lighthouse project is on the rocks therefore, scuppered at the last moment.
Mr Mardon also pointed out that the price of ‘rose granite’ from northern
France has quadrupled since the original application.
New import legislations, inflation, and dealing with the bureaucrats from
France have not helped the project move forward either.
Also, Mrs Mardon has made it very clear that ‘If it ain’t pink it is down the
sink.’ Mr Mardon said that he thinks the fact that building work was due to
start on April Fool’s Day probably cursed the scheme from the outset, and
perhaps the Ides of March would have been a better start date. There will
be no appeal!
Brian

Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page

Thornbury Carnival Plans for the 2022 Event
Thornbury Carnival’s volunteer committee is busy
finalising plans for the 2022 event, which will be
taking place over the first weekend in July.
It has been a challenging couple of years for the committee, who were
forced to cancel the Carnival in 2020 when the pandemic hit. Although
disappointed, they pushed ahead with plans for 2021, only to have to pull
the event at the eleventh hour when restrictions were extended by four weeks
last summer. Liam Williams, the Chair of Thornbury Carnival Committee,
explained the impact the last-minute cancellation had on the committee:
“We were completely gutted to be honest! We’d put so much time and
effort into the event and worked so hard to ensure the event could take
place safely.”
The committee has taken the difficult decision to remove the Parade from
the programme again this year, as it is very resource-intensive and the
committee is just not in a position to commit to delivering it this year or in
the near future. Instead, they are putting all their efforts into the activities
taking place on the Mundy Playing Fields. As Liam said:
“The event will be different this year, different but still brilliant fun!”
This year the Carnival will encompass two separate events –
Thornbury Carnival Presents ‘Swing in the Park’
Friday 1st July from 6pm until 10pm
and
Thornbury Carnival ‘The Main Event’
Saturday 2nd July from 11am until 10pm
The Saturday event will feature a main stage with a wide range of
professional acts plus a fully-licensed bar, a number of local food
concessions, a funfair and free children’s activities.
In addition, building on previous years’ success with vintage vehicles, this
year will feature a Show ‘n’ Shine for the first time. Liam said:
“We know many people, especially children, enjoy the vehicles that have
been a feature of past parades, so we thought we’d try to hold on to that
part of the event. Instead of glimpsing them for a few seconds as they
drive up the High Street though, people will be able to take their time to
get up close and personal with their favourite vehicles on Mundy Playing
Fields instead!”

Thornbury Library
Home Library Service (Books to your door.) Do you, or anyone you know,
find it difficult to get to the library for books? If the answer is yes, please
ask about our Home Library Service as we have volunteers happy to help.
“Hats on for her Majesty” Monday 30 May 11am-12.30pm
Wear your most extravagant hat and join us for a morning tea party.
“Crowns, Corgis, Hearts and Horses” Wednesday 1 June 9.30am-11am
Create your own crown or hat using some of the Queen’s favourite things.
Take a princess or knight selfie. Enjoy a treasure hunt around the library.
“Have You Read…?” is back on Friday 6 May 2pm-3pm
Come and enjoy an open book group with a difference. No set novel to
read. Just drop in for an hour.
LEGO CLUB Saturday 14 May 9.30am-10.30am
*AND* Saturday 28 May 9.30am-10.30am
Listen to a story or poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces and
display them in the library for your family and friends to see.
“Family Story time and simple activities”
Saturday 7 May 9.30am *AND* Saturday 21 May 9.30am
Lovely stories to listen to and crafts to make.
Rhymetime - Every Monday and Friday 9.30am-10am
Rhymes and songs for parents and babies/toddlers to enjoy together.
“Book Worms” (for School Year 7 and up) Thursday 12 May 4pm-5pm
Come and spend an hour with others who love reading. A great way of
finding great new authors with no set book to read.
Computer Support 1-1 Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am
slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.
“Sight Support West of England drop in” Monday 23 May 10am-1pm
Support and advice for people with visual impairments.
Staffed Times
Monday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Wednesday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Thursday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Friday:
9.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday:
9.30am - 12.30pm

Open Access (Unstaffed)
Every day:
8.00am – 7.30pm
Please note:
A 15-minute lapse will occur
between staff closing time
and Open Access starting.

For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping
in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or
phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries

Calendar Dates for Oldbury
All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!
7th
13th
14th
21st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
10th
18th
23rd

May
May
May
May
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

Sat
Fri
Sat
Sat
Wed
Thur
Thur
Fri
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun
Fri
Sat
Thur

.

Whist Drive, Westmarsh Lane Pavilion, 7.30pm
OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm
Live Music by Clusterfunk, Memorial Hall,
Whist Drive, Westmarsh Lane Pavilion, 7.30pm
Jazz Club, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm
Queen’s Jubilee Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 8.30-10.30am
Sailing Club Jubilee Beacon Evening from 6.30pm
Coronation & Jubilee Exhibition, Memorial Hall, 11am-5pm
Flower Festival, St Arilda’s, open for daylight hours each day
Coronation & Jubilee Exhibition, Memorial Hall, 11am-2pm
Concert from the Palace live screening, Memorial Hall, 7pm
Jubilee Big Lunch & Fair, Westmarsh Playing Field, from noon
OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm
Whist Drive, Westmarsh Lane Pavilion, 7.30pm
Live Theatre event, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 6.30pm

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this
diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com
Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time.
Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon,
on the last Tuesday of the month.
Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103

Rainfall
March
2022

2021

2020

47.0mm
1.85”

49.0mm
1.93”

65.5mm
2.70”

