
          
 
 
 

 

 November 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I built my cottage among the habitations of men, 

And yet there is no clamour of carriages and horses. 

You ask me how this is possible;  

"A heart that is distant creates its own solitude." 

I pluck chrysanthemums under the eastern hedge, 

Then gaze afar towards the southern hills. 

The mountain air is fresh at the dusk of day; 

The flying birds in flocks return. 

In these things there lies a deep meaning; 

I want to tell it, but have forgotten the words. 

 

-  Tao Yuan Ming (365-427) 
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Editorial 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of year again when we all suddenly have to get used to long 

dark evenings in exchange for lighter mornings. I loved it when I was 

younger, and rejoiced in what felt like a lie-in for the first few days after 

the clocks went back, but now I’m older with the disruptive sleep pattern 

of old age it simply means I’m awake even earlier, long before dawn, and 

adjustment seems to take weeks.  

 

November also brings the festival of Remembrance. Our special service at 

St Arilda’s on Remembrance Sunday will be in the evening, at 6pm with 

the choir from St Mary’s in attendance, and will be taken by the Revd Chris 

Verey. Revd Chris has also written this month’s Christian Comment, in 

which he shares with us how it was only after his father’s death that he 

discovered all the details, from the saved wartime correspondence between 

his parents, of how his father had been captured behind the lines at Dunkirk 

and spent the rest of the war as a PoW in Poland. We have another WW2 

story from Penny Pearce, who also learnt about her Merchant Seaman 

uncle’s incredible survival at sea at the age of just 20, after his death in 

1976. We reprint an article which Penny sent us about her Uncle Ken’s 

“adventures”, which was first published in the Bristol Evening Post in 1943 

- written very differently from how such an experience would be portrayed 

these days.  

 

Meg Adnams fulfilled a long-held ambition to see the Oberammergau 

Passion Play, Ruth Riddle has been out and about and discovered another 

hidden gem in the intriguing history of an isolated 12th century church set 

among open fields, and Ian Bell was moved to write poetry by the death 

of our late Queen. Many thanks to all our contributors for making 4ward 

such an interesting and varied read, and please do continue to send us 

anything at all that you feel like sharing.  

 

It may be difficult to imagine it after all the lovely warm weather we 

enjoyed at the end of October, but next month's 4ward will be our 

Christmas issue, so please do also be sure to let us know of any seasonal 

festive events locally that you would like to be publicised. 

 

Chris 

 

 



Memorial Hall Matters 
 

The Parish Council met early in October to finalise appointing a builder to 

undertake the work agreed with the Lottery. We had a very productive 

meeting with the Lottery a couple of days later and they explained how the 

Lottery pay out the money and what they will be looking for in terms of 

invoicing and evidence of work being completed. They were very impressed 

with the enthusiasm of everyone involved around the table. The project 

starts on the 1st day of November, with the building work commencing 

around two weeks later. We are meeting with the builder to establish a 

program of works so we can liaise with our hirers and neighbours to 

minimise any disruption. 
 

Events in October started with the Grumpy Man’s Breakfast on Friday 7th; 

I think it was probably the best attended GMB to date, and John Staley did 

us proud with a great breakfast and conversation flowed as always.  
 

The following night we had a joint fund-raising event with the Friends of 

Oldbury School. I must admit I was slightly concerned on how the evening 

would pan out, as a Race Night was a new venture for the Hall, but I need 

not have worried. It was an excellent night and the punters really got into 

the swing of the evening. There is a list of sponsors elsewhere in 4ward, 

but a special mention must go to Derek and Nancy Olive who provided all 

the props and ran the Tote. The enthusiasm of the ‘investors’ on the 

‘sponsors race’ was something to behold. Apart from being a very 

entertaining evening, we raised just shy of £2500 on the night. A great 

result. I am sure we will be having another one next year; we will post a 

date as soon as we have it. 
 

On Saturday 15th October we held the Hall’s Centenary Dinner. Although 

the idea of the Hall was instigated shortly after World War One, the doors 

were opened for the first time around the 15th October 1922. It is, I think, 

very important that we remember why the Hall was built, and with this in 

mind Christabelle put up a small display remembering the soldiers from 

this Parish who laid down their lives in the Great War. 
 

That community spirit of 1922 still exists in Oldbury today; it is no easy 

task to feed 73 people and quite a test of the culinary skills of the good 

folk of Oldbury to provide such an excellent meal for everyone. So thank 

you Angela Conibere and her team, for yet again providing a feast for us 

all to enjoy. That community spirit also came through on the Sunday 

morning afterwards, with a number of people helping me to clear up. Thank 

you to all who turned out.  
 

A diary date for next year’s themed dinner - Saturday 14th October 2023. 



Forthcoming Hall Events 

 

Our first event in November is on Friday 18th; another slightly different 

approach; we will have an ‘open house’ with a bar and music. Something 

different, just come along and meet old friends, or make new ones. There 

are a fair few new faces in Oldbury so it’s a great opportunity to get 

involved. Not ticketed, just turn up, and there might even be some food - 

watch the communication streams: the blackboard on the Pound, posters 

in the shop and Facebook. 

 

Then events come thick and fast leading up to Christmas. We plan to screen 

England’s World Cup games, with a bar provided, then every weekend 

there is something worth signing up for!!  

 

January will see the return of The Silent Disco, one of the best events in 

2022, back by popular demand. 

 

18 November Social Evening, bar and good conversation, just 

relax and catch up with friends - or meet new ones? 

21/25/29 November Screenings of England World Cup games 

2 December  Grumpy Man’s Xmas Lunch. Not to be missed! 

2 December  Jan Wilcox Quiz Night. Bar available. 

9 December  Hot Gossip  

10 December  Christmas Fayre 

17 December  Children’s Christmas Party 

24 December  Christmas Eve Gathering 

21 January 2023 Silent Disco 

 

 

 

Are you missing out? Do you only find out about Hall events after they 

have happened? 

 

If you sign up for our information emails then you will always be fully 

informed of the events in the Hall, and it is so easy. Just email 

matthewriddle1967@googlemail.com and give him permission to add your 

email address to our growing distribution list. 

Chris Jennings 



 

 

Oldbury on Severn Race Night 
Thank You 

 

Oldbury on Severn Memorial Hall and The Friends of Oldbury 
School would like to thank the following for supporting us on 
this fund-raising night, either by sponsoring a race, or by 
donating raffle prizes.  Not only did it raise significant funds, 
but everyone who came had a great night out. 
 

In particular, we would like to thank Derek and Nancy Olive 
who provided all the race information and ran the Tote and 
compared the evening. They were magnificent. 
 

In true ‘strictly style’, in no particular order: 
 

Toad Abode Productions Ltd,  Longcroft Building Services, 

Templar Electrical and Security, South West Heating and Plumbing, 

Front Row Fencing,   Hooch’s Hut, 

Lisa Costa Estate Agents,  The Anchor Inn Oldbury, 

C the World,    MyPhysio, 

Jackdaws Castle Stables,  Chepstow Race Course, 

Matthew Riddle, Laura Day, Jolies Fleurs. 

 

 

Oldbury on Severn Memorial Hall 
 

The Memorial Hall celebrated its Centenary in October, please 
see the main report, but we were again well supported by local 
businesses and people in terms of raffle prizes. Many thanks for 
supporting us on this prestigious night.  
 

In no particular order: 
 

The Community Shop, Sarah C Fruit and Veg Wholesaler, 

Miles Tyres and Exhausts Gerald and Diane Yates, 

Oak Leaf Nurseries and Plant Centre, 

Bristol Coffee Company, Matthew Riddle, Dave Masters. 



Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 

Oldbury Cricket Club 

Good cricket stories, music and some yummy food is the perfect recipe for 

a great evening… 

Sachin Tendulkar 
 

And so it was. The annual Cricket dinner and presentation of awards held 

in the Memorial Hall on Saturday 22nd of October was a super night. With 

delicious meat kindly supplied by Jim and Rich Hopkins and made into 

yummy faggots by Sue & Colin Keedwell and Jan Wilcox, thus providing 

the starting point for a sumptuous three-course dinner. Then over to our 

Michelin-Star chefs Jon Stayley and Charlie Keedwell, ably supported by 

Vicki Garrett and Heather Stayley, to turn this into a 5-star dinner. 
 

Members of the club were on the square to lend a hand, setting up the 

room and drinks’ bar to give a first-class presentation for the evening’s 

guests. Towards the end of the dinner, Chairman Toby Summerfield gave 

a short speech thanking all those who had contributed to the running of 

the club both on and off the field over the past season. He then handed 

over to the President to present the awards for the 2022 season which had 

been voted for by the players and supporters of the club. Prior to the 

awards, the President thanked Toby for all the good work he had put in 

during the past year. The Player of the Year award went to Will Garrett, 

the Clubman of the Year to Jon Stayley, and the Junior Player to Olly Taylor. 

The votes submitted for Boris as Clubman of the Year, and Liz as Junior, 

were binned. A very, very, enjoyable evening which raised over £1500 

towards Club funds. Thanks go to all helpers and everyone who attended 

on the night. 
 

The Club AGM is to be held in the near future and it will be notified when a 

date has been arranged.  
Gerald Porter   President OOSVCC 

October 

1st prize. 

2nd prize. 

3rd prize. 

4th prize. 

£20 

£15 

£10 

£10 

Gilly Hill 

Chris Awde 

Dave Hill 

Amanda Humphries 



 



Shop Spot 
 

Hi everyone, well Christmas is only around the corner (where did that year 

go?) So the general theme of this Shop Spot is Christmas. Feels like John 

Lewis!!!  
 

First, your Christmas opening hours. We will be open on 24 December 2022 

until 1pm and then reopen at 9am on 3 January 2023. This will give our 

volunteers a much deserved rest over the Festive period. Sorry to say there 

will be no newspapers during the closure.  
 

We are pleased to say we will be taking orders for the fantastic Patsy 

Christmas cakes. These will 6 and 7 inch, iced and non-iced. The last date 

for any customer orders with be the end of November. There will an order 

sheet in the Shop.  
 

We will also be offering our very popular Christmas Hampers. The customer 

selects their products and we do the rest. Last year we sold over 40 

hampers, so simply place your items onto one of the baskets and we will 

turn it into a lovely Christmas present.  
 

As always, we plan to offer lots of nice Christmassy things including 

Christmas cards, gifts, some lovely items to eat at the Christmas table, and 

lots of novelty items.  
 

We are planning a December Christmas Bash for all our volunteers. This 

gives the Committee an opportunity to say a massive thank you for all their 

efforts throughout the year.  
 

That’s all for now, see you next month.  

Chris Awde 

 
 

Severn Vale Crib League 2022/2023 

If I’m playing cards for pennies, I want to win. - Carl Hubbell 
 

The new season is now underway, after summer months spent in the 

training ground preparing for a good start to the year. Sporting Oldbury 

have had a mixed start with a good opening win followed by two defeats, 

one of these being to their arch rivals, The Shipwrecked which was played 

to a near-capacity crowd. They rediscovered their form this week with a 

good win over the Nomads. 
 

The Shipwrecked have had a similar start to the year, winning two of their 

four opening games. The last game in October will see both teams meeting 

head-on in the next round of the KO cup competition. Sparks may fly but 

I’m sure a good competitive match, as always, will prevail.     

Gerald Porter 



The Day I Bid My Sovereign Goodbye 
 

It was Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral day 

And I was from London far away. 
On holiday at a cottage down in Devon 

On a patio ruminating that she had gone to heaven 
Above a village was I looking down on it from high 

A fitting day with warmth and the sun on high 
A panoramic view some 120 degrees from left to right 
Way out on the horizon I could see the Eddystone light 

Standing seemingly like a pencil tall and slim 
Saving mariners with its light that’s never dim 

The sea is calm, almost waveless with just a swell 
Lots of sails out there on the moving wind they dwell 

With sun overhead now and nary a cloud in sight 

Below the village in sharp focus shining bright 
Up on this hill I am truly lord of all I survey 

Happiness at the sight of this vista on this special day 
Down there I see the top half of the church’s Norman tower 

No clock on its edifice to chime each passing hour 

There is, however, a flag there set at half mast 
Indicating the fact that our dearest Queen has passed 

Tomorrow will she be fully and finally interred 
Her passing through the Pearly Gates being observed 

Like others she has gone before for us to follow 

Her passing made our country so sad and hollow 
Tomorrow will bells slowly toll and then roundly ring 

And great shouts will abound of God Save The King 
Henceforth Charles III our monarch to be in all our lives 
His rule hopefully to bring about a country that thrives 

Again this Sceptred Isle has tradition that will abound 
Rising above that grief and shattering silence we all found 

Lines of subjects coming to view the passing of our Queen 
Lengthy queues the like never before have been seen 

New words for our National Anthem will we sing 

To pay absolute homage to our newly crowned King. 
 

Ian Bell 

19.09.2022 

 

 



 



 



Bristol Seaman survives 28 days in an open boat 

after torpedo strike 

 
Ken Boyse was my father's oldest brother 

and my Godfather. Dad and two of his other 

brothers also joined the Merchant Navy as 

soon as they were old enough. The following 

article was published in The Bristol Evening 

Post on Monday October 11th 1943. I didn’t 

know about my uncle’s adventure until after 

he had died in 1976, as is often the way.  

 

Twenty-eight days in an open boat in the 

Indian Ocean, the sighting of land, only to 

find it was uninhabited coral atoll, and 

ultimate return to civilisation dressed in little 

more than native sarongs. 

 

These were the adventures of Kenneth Boyse 

(20) eldest of five sons of Mr & Mrs W.T. 

Boyse, 79 Halsbury Rd., Westbury Park, 

Bristol and eleven other seamen. 

 

An A.B. Gunner in the Merchant Navy, with nearly six years' service to his 

credit, Kenneth has just got home, looking little the worse for what he has 

gone through. Telling his graphic tale to the Evening Post, he explained 

that they were in an oil tanker sailing in ballast when two torpedoes struck 

her, presumably from a Jap submarine, which then shelled the stricken 

ship. Four life-boats were launched. One was lost immediately, but the 

occupants got to one of the others, which was in charge of the skipper. 

 

"In the darkness the boats lost touch with each other. The men in the 

skipper's craft were picked up some days later by a freighter bound for 

Australia. We in the other boats cruised around for 36 hours, but we 

eventually decided to make for the Maldive Islands, which we knew must 

be several hundred miles away. We took two men from another boat to 

even things up — we offered to take three but that would have made 13 

each and we were superstitious." 

  

"Our boat was faster, and after four or five days it was agreed that we 

should go ahead and send back help if we found it. We had a sail, but 

sometimes we could make no headway at all. I kept count of the passing 

days by cutting notches in the gunwale." 

 



 



Rain As Drink  

  

"By day it was so boiling hot we threw sea water over ourselves. At night, 

on the other hand, the cold was bitter — most of us had left the ship in our 

pyjamas. I had managed to grab a pair of trousers and one or two of the 

fellows had brought blankets, we ran into the monsoon and got soaked. 

We dropped the mainsail and caught the rain in it to drink." 

 

"Everything was rationed to last two or three months if necessary. At 8am 

we had 1.5 and an ounce of water; at noon a piece of barley sugar, and at 

5pm biscuits and water again. We had no heating stove but luckily there 

were plenty of cigarettes."  

 

Swam Ashore 

  

"We took turns at the tiller and look-out duty and got so weak that we had 

to crawl to our posts. We talked very little as that made us thirsty. On the 

24th day a man died and was buried at sea. The next morning while on 

look-out, I saw a smudge on the horizon and shouted that land was in 

sight." 

 

"There was no sign of life on it, and we could not get near owing to the 

coral reef. A greaser and myself swam ashore to investigate and collapsed 

as soon as we reached the beach. When we pushed inland, with the coral 

beach cutting out feet, we found the island was uninhabited and there was 

only one tree on it, bearing green coconuts. I tried to shake some down, 

but again collapsed. Going back to the boat we spotted what looked like 

another island in the distance." 

 

Sign Language 

 

"Some fellows thought we should make for India. We had a vote and 

decided to take a chance on the island. On our way we spotted a fishing 

boat, which went into the island, but returned later and took us in tow. On 

the island nobody spoke English, and we had to use sign language. They 

gave us water coconut mixed with honey and dried fish, then we half 

walked and were half carried back to the boat, which was towed to a larger 

island."  

 

A.B. Boyse then described their journey from island to island and finally to 

Ceylon. A "big ship" which natives drew in the sand and indicated would 

take the men away, proved to be a dhow!   

 

 



 



Primitive Shaves 

 

On one island they were given tea — for the first time in six weeks. There 

was no sugar or milk. On another the men were shaved, with primitive 

razors and no lather! Their clothes were filthy, but the natives could only 

supply sarongs. 

 

The other boat also reached the islands, and in all only two men lost their 

lives, in addition to the one killed when the torpedoes struck. Many, 

however, had to go into hospital.  

 

A.B. Gunner Boyse was born in Bristol, and attended Bishop Rd. School, 

where he played rugby. He was at Spicers, paper merchants, Nelson St., 

before joining the M.N. with Elders and Fyffes. Although bombed and 

attacked by U-boats while in convoy, he has not been wrecked before. 

  

All his brothers are too young to be serving, but his sister, Miss Betty 

Boyse, did good work as an A. R. P. ambulance driver in the Bristol blitzes. 

  

From The Bristol Evening Post, Monday, October 11th 1943 

 

 

On Sunday the 26th of June this year, my family and I, my sister and some 

of my cousins met on the quayside on Welsh Back at the Bristol Merchant 

Navy Memorial. It was to attend a memorial plaque dedication service led 

by Padre Charles Roberts with standard bearers who carried the Red 

Ensign, the Blue Ensign and the Bristol Branch MNA standard. 

 

All merchant seamen who sailed from Bristol in war and peace time and 

have since “crossed the bar” are entitled to have a commemorative plaque 

on the seats next to the memorial. 

 

I had arranged a plaque 

each for Dad and my three 

uncles, and these along 

with four others were 

blessed and dedicated 

during the service. It was 

quite moving standing 

there on the quayside, 

especially when we sang 

the hymn “Eternal Father 

Strong to Save”. 

Penny Pearce 



Church Services for November 2022 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 

St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
6th   
  10.30am HC 
 

13th  
  10.30am  

   Civic  

   Remembrance 

   Service 
 

20th 
  10.30am HC 
 

 27th   
   10.30am HC 

   6.00pm Advent  

   Service of Light 
 

 

6th 4.00pm  

    Refresh! 

    & Baptism 

 

13th 6.00pm 

    Remembrance 

    Evensong 
 

20th 6.00pm 

    HC 
 

27th 4.00pm 
    Muddy Praise 
 

 

 
Open as a place 

of pilgrimage  

and prayer. 

 

For details phone  

01454 260316 

 

  

4th Sunday of 

month.  

10:30am  
 

Please check 

locally  
 

 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

Carol service 

Sunday 18th 

December 6pm 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 

10.30am 
 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 

Morning Service 

Every Sunday  

at 

10.30am 
 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 

Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 

Street 
 

Sunday 

10.30am 
 

Further details contact 

Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 



Christian Comment, Remembering for the Future 
 

On Remembrance Sunday we recite the names on memorials to remind 

ourselves that these were real people who loved and were loved – people 

like us. 
 

My dad had no medals. He was captured behind Dunkirk and spent five 

years as a POW in Poland. No battles, no campaigns from which to earn 

medals. He returned in 1945 not with medals, but with two pieces of paper, 

which I discovered, and much more, after my parents' deaths.  
 

One was the first letter from his wife that he had received in prison after 

capture in 1940 – they had spent little more than a long week-end together 

since their wedding in December 1939. The other was a small piece of 

paper hand-written in Russian, signed and stamped by the Russian Army 

authorities, a permit for part of his journey from Poland to Odessa on the 

Black Sea via Budapest – just look at the map! He was part of the so-called 

“long march” after the Russian Army had liberated the camps in 1945. 
 

But there was more. In carrier bags were some 400 letters from him to my 

mother, and from my mother to him (she had kept carbon copies), through 

his five years as a POW. This cache of letters gave a small insight into the 

suffering and anxiety they had experienced, and about which they had not 

spoken. He could not know if he would ever return. She could only wait for 

a husband she had hardly known. 
 

Suffering takes on many forms, and its impact can last for many years. 

When we gather each November, it is not enough to read the names of the 

fallen. We recall all the suffering of war - not least today of the peoples of 

eastern Europe over whose land my dad had travelled to freedom almost 

80 years before.  
 

Samuel Johnson said that the world needed to be more often reminded 

than informed. The names on memorials shout out - like the words on the 

monument at Auschwitz: “O earth cover not their blood”. We are called to 

commit ourselves to hear and to learn from the past, and to work for a just 

and peaceful world. 
 

Our faith is built on remembrance – remembering the life, teaching, and 

especially suffering of Jesus. Suffering is at the heart of God, who suffers 

with and for us. Jesus taught, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 

be called children of God”. History tells us that winning the peace is far 

harder than winning the war – but that is no excuse not to try - and try 

again.  
 

Revd Chris Verey 

 



The Oberammergau Passion Play 

It seems to be taking a long time before we return to the “new normal” 

following the pandemic. One thing that has cheered me this summer was 

the opportunity to achieve a “bucket list wish” to see the Passion Play at 

Oberammergau. I and an old friend, (now living in Dorset), booked a 

holiday to include it in time for the 2020 production. Sadly, it was cancelled 

then, and again in 2021, due to Covid, but we had trusted Riviera Travel 

with our holiday money and our wish came true in August of this year. 

 

I am sure quite a number of people have been to the Passion Play from our 

own area. It is usually held every 10 years but this time it had to be a 12-

year gap! I think a similar decision was made due to WW2 in 1940. 

 

During the Thirty Years War (1618 to 1648) infectious diseases struck 

Swabia and Bavaria in 1631. Oberammergau was initially protected from 

this by diligent vigilance until the church fair in 1632. A local man called 

Kaspar Schliser brought the plague into the village. The Leaders of the 

community came together and made a vow to hold the Passion Tragedy 

every 10 years, and from that time onwards no-one else died in the village. 

The play was originally performed in the cemetery next to the church but 

in 1900 the Passion Theatre was built. 

 

All the actors and singers are villagers who have been raised there. It is on 

from May to September and is, I think, amazing. It is in German but a book 

of the text is provided in one’s own language. It evolves around the 

mystery of the Passion but between scenes there are theatrical depictions 

from the Old Testament. The text mainly used today was written by Pastor 

Joseph Daisenberger (1799 to 1883), but there have been changes made 

over the years, partly to avoid anti-Semitic overtones or to make the text 

more easily understood by a more secular society. 

 

For me the most striking scenes were Jesus turning the moneychangers 

out of the temple, and the development of Peter and Judas as characters, 

in addition to the Crucifixion. (The stage itself is in the open air, although 

the audience have a roof over their heads, so the weather and darkness 

play a part that cannot be planned.) The singing was also very moving. 

 

If you plan on going it is best to go on an organised tour. These firms all 

have to apply to “Travel Europe” for their play tickets, the dinner in the 

community halls in the long interval and the accommodation where you 

stay, as well as the security measures that take place. This was all 

wondrously well organised, as the theatre holds 4,000 people for each 

performance! 

Meg Adnams 



 

 
 

Applications now open for 

Rockhampton Folk Festival Grants 
 

Making a difference to our community is at 

the heart of Rockhampton Folk Festival. When we set up the festival, one 

of our dreams was that it could promote and support local music-making. 

We started this with our programme of outreach to schools and care 

homes, which is growing every year. We’re now taking the next step and 

offering our first “Rockhampton Folk Festival Grants”. 
  

We will consider applications from individuals who want to develop their own 

music-making, or from organisations, educational institutions, charities and 

groups who share our aim of supporting and developing music-making in our 

community. Grants could support specific projects, be for music tuition or 

education, the purchase of equipment, enhancing venues, etc. We don't have 

any preconceived ideas so be imaginative! We will prioritise funding for projects, 

people and organisations that deliver in the areas surrounding Rockhampton. 

Grants of up to £500 are available and the closing date for the first round of 

grants is 18 December. Find out all about it at rockhamptonfolkfest.org.uk 



Hill & Rockhampton WI 

Report of Meeting 11th October 2022 

 

After welcoming members to the meeting, Patsy introduced Rachel Childs, 

a newly-qualified physiotherapist who provided us with lots of useful 

information on keeping fit and well as we age. 

 

She pointed out that it was very important to keep active as our activity 

levels can decrease between 40-80% as we age. Carrying out any level of 

activity can improve mental health, reduce the risk of falls and improve 

cognitive function, reducing anxiety and depression. Activity also improves 

bone density and flexibility. Without activity our bodies undergo 

deconditioning which is a physiological decline following, for example, 

prolonged bed rest, leading to loss of muscle strength. For example, a 

reduction in 1500 steps for two weeks results in a 4% loss of mobility. 

 

Rachel also stressed the importance of drinking at least 1 to 2 litres of 

water every day and having protein in each of the three daily meals. 

 

Moving on to exercise, Rachel recommended endurance or aerobic 

activities at least twice a week to improve heart and breathing rates. 

Strengthening exercises such as weights, pilates, resistance bands or wall 

push-ups. Balance including walking on your heels, walking on tip-toe and 

heel/toe raises. Another balance exercise was Tandem Standing; standing 

with one foot immediately in front of the other. Standing on one leg is an 

alternative. Once that has been mastered, Rachel suggested doing the 

same exercise with eyes closed. We all tried out several of these exercises, 

some more successfully than others. 

 

There are several websites and organisations that can help such as Move 

It or Lose It, Versus Arthritis, OTAGO exercise programme, Active Ageing 

and Age UK. 

 

The vote of thanks for Rachel’s excellent talk was given by Margaret Oliver. 

 

Our November meeting will include the AGM. People will be asked if they 

would be willing to serve on Committee for the coming year. Our speaker 

for the evening will be Sally Taylor, on Flower Arranging. 

 

Our Carol Service will be at Hill Church on Friday 9th December at 2pm 

and our Christmas Lunch will be at The Anchor Inn, Oldbury, on Wednesday 

14th December. 

 

Ann Jones, Secretary, Hill & Rockhampton WI 



“The Ivy Church” – a Local Hidden Gem in an Unusual Location 
 

About an hour’s drive away, the A417 heading eastwards out of Cirencester 

towards Fairford and Lechlade-on-Thames passes close to “The Ampneys” 

– Ampney Crucis, Ampney St Peter and Ampney St Mary (also known as 

Ashbrook), all of which lie north of the main road. Just to the south of this 

road however, a fair distance away from any of those villages, there is a 

picturesque and very isolated little church set amongst open fields, which 

has always intrigued me when driving past it, as it didn’t seem to belong 

to any settlement, so I was glad recently to have the chance to visit it. 

Looking closely at the sketch map above might give you a clue as to the 

unlikely-seeming answer about which nearby settlement “The Ivy Church” 

(as I later discovered the old building is nicknamed) belongs to. There are 

church buildings in Harnhill and Poulton, as well as Ampney St Peter and 

Ampney Crucis, but no sign of one in Ampney St Mary / Ashbrook. Sure 

enough, approaching the church, the sign confirmed this was “The Church 

of Ampney Saint Mary”, even though that village is almost a mile away by 

road! The route to the village using field footpaths is of a similar length, and 

it actually goes 

right past the 

parish church 

of Ampney St 

Peter, located 

about half way 

along the route, 

and therefore 

much nearer to 

Ampney St Mary 

village than its 

own church is. 



 



This intriguing fact needed further research, and I found two web pages on 

the history of the church at https://ampneystmary.com/?page_id=475 and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14322/page/60269/view/ that are well 

worth a look if you ever decide to visit the 

building yourself, as they also go into detail about 

fascinating architectural features that it would 

otherwise be easy to miss. Highlights include the 

original Norman font (with a 20th century oak 

lid), and a very ancient window frame, unusually 

carved from one single piece of stone, that may 

originally have been designed to be covered with 

a thin piece of animal skin instead of costly glass, 

possibly reused from the earlier Saxon church. 

Most notable of all are the remnants of many wall 

paintings from the 13th to 16th Centuries. Whilst 

these are fragmentary and may seem confusing 

to us today, amongst them is a clear 14th Century 

depiction of a wheelwright testing a wheel spoke 

for true alignment. It feels incredible that his look 

of concentration is an image from 700 years ago.  
 

As for the location mystery that first sparked 

all my interest, well, it seems there was 

probably a church on this site in late Saxon 

times, that was later changed and enhanced 

by the Normans after their conquest in 

1066, and the ancient nature of the church’s 

site is one element in solving the puzzle of 

its isolated location. Apparently, Ampney St 

Mary village was originally situated just to 

the south of the church, but the arrival of 

the Black Death around the year 1350 

caused the residents to relocate to the 

village’s current site; possibly they felt that 

the Ampney Brook, which flows very near to 

the church, was unhealthy or contaminated. In any case, they moved, and 

yet continued to travel the mile back to worship in their former church, 

already about 300 years old by then, and surely still very important to them. 
 

It is unclear exactly how much “The Ivy Church” was used throughout all 

the subsequent centuries, especially given the small size of Ampney St 

Mary village. In the new-format parish register for 1813, which had a 

separate box provided for each required detail, rather than an unstructured 

blank page as before, the assistant curate, William Gray, seems to have 

felt compelled to write an extra note on the almost empty baptisms’ page,   



 



presumably to explain that he’d not been forgetting to keep his records up 

to date: “N.B. There was but one Baptism in the Parish of Ampney St Mary 

during the year 1813, & only one marriage during the same time. The burials 

during the year 1813 are three.” St Mary’s parish register was a little less 

bare in subsequent years, but in the 1851 Religious Census, detailing 

inhabited houses, population and church attendance for each of the Ampneys, 

St Mary’s parish had just 28 houses and 125 people, yet impressively claimed 

average congregations of 72 (morning), 120 (afternoon), and 130 (evening), 

in a building with a capacity of 150. St Peter, with 206 people in 44 houses, 

had 116 in the congregation on census day, with a capacity of “102 plus 

children’s benches”. The rural population then declined; an 1898 gazetteer 

gives the population of St Mary as 113, roughly two thirds the size of St 

Peter with 189 residents, and less than a quarter of the 490 people living in 

nearby Ampney Crucis (itself down from 662 people in 1851). For comparison, 

in 1898 Oldbury on Severn’s population was 672, and Rockhampton’s was 

149. In any case, in 1877 St Mary’s parish united with St Peter’s after the 

death of the latter’s minister. In 1879 St Mary’s Church was closed, though 

burials in the churchyard continued, and a new north aisle was added to 

the smaller St Peter’s Church by the architect G Gilbert Scott junior to cater 

for the additional congregation from St Mary’s parish. It was also at this time 

that the footpath across the fields from Ampney St Mary village to Ampney 

St Peter Church was created to make access easier for the new attendees. 

Ivy soon entirely overtook the abandoned old church, even entering the 

building at points, and the nickname “The Ivy Church”, first recorded in 

1762, became unarguably apt, and firmly embedded into local tradition. 
 

Just before WWI the building 

was “rediscovered” under its 

coat of ivy and extensively 

repaired and restored, enabling 

it to be brought back into use. 

Despite the ivy’s removal, the 

nickname persisted and is still 

utilised today, even on the 

Church of England’s official 

webpage for St Mary’s. Winter 

services are avoided, as moisture from heating the building on cold damp days 

would damage the wall paintings, and candles still provide the lighting, but 

during the summer about 20 people gather for a monthly service of evensong. 
 

There are a few parking spaces by the church gate for visitors, and the 

church is usually open during daylight hours. On a footpath a few paces 

from the far (southern) gate to the churchyard is another gate leading to 

the picturesque Ampney Brook – beautiful now, but historically a possible 

reason for the distancing of an entire community from their parish church. 

Ruth Riddle 



 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.  

November 2022 

 

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Tue 

1 
 

7:12 AM 

GMT / 2.03 

m 

12:19 PM 

GMT / 9.82 

m 

7:44 PM 

GMT / 2.01 

m 

 First 
Quarter 

7:04 AM 
GMT 

4:43 PM 
GMT 

Fri 4 
3:33 AM 

GMT / 8.39 

m 

10:50 AM 

GMT / 2.32 

m 

4:08 PM 

GMT / 8.77 

m 

11:28 PM 

GMT / 1.81 

m 

  7:09 AM 

GMT 

4:37 PM 

GMT 

Sat 5 
4:46 AM 

GMT / 8.84 

m 

11:59 AM 

GMT / 1.79 

m 

5:15 PM 

GMT / 9.40 

m 

   7:11 AM 

GMT 

4:36 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

6 
 

12:31 AM 

GMT / 1.30 
m 

5:45 AM 

GMT / 9.59 
m 

12:57 PM 

GMT / 1.27 
m 

6:08 PM 

GMT / 10.19 
m 

 7:13 AM 

GMT 

4:34 PM 

GMT 

Mon 

7 
 

1:24 AM 
GMT / 0.89 

m 

6:33 AM 
GMT / 10.39 

m 

1:47 PM 
GMT / 0.89 

m 

6:54 PM 
GMT / 10.93 

m 

 7:14 AM 

GMT 

4:32 PM 

GMT 

Tue 

8 
 

2:11 AM 

GMT / 0.68 

m 

7:15 AM 

GMT / 11.09 

m 

2:31 PM 

GMT / 0.70 

m 

7:35 PM 

GMT / 11.49 

m 

Full Moon 
7:16 AM 

GMT 

4:31 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

11 
 

4:05 AM 

GMT / 1.09 

m 

9:09 AM 

GMT / 11.70 

m 

4:22 PM 

GMT / 1.13 

m 

9:28 PM 

GMT / 11.48 

m 

 7:21 AM 

GMT 

4:26 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

12 
 

4:38 AM 

GMT / 1.44 

m 

9:45 AM 

GMT / 11.31 

m 

4:55 PM 

GMT / 1.46 

m 

10:04 PM 

GMT / 10.91 

m 

 7:23 AM 
GMT 

4:24 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

13 
 

5:11 AM 

GMT / 1.83 

m 

10:21 AM 

GMT / 10.67 

m 

5:29 PM 

GMT / 1.83 

m 

10:41 PM 

GMT / 10.15 

m 

 7:25 AM 

GMT 

4:23 PM 

GMT 

Wed 

16 

12:07 AM 

GMT / 8.44 

m 

7:08 AM 

GMT / 2.96 

m 

12:32 PM 

GMT / 8.23 

m 

7:36 PM 

GMT / 2.94 

m 

 Last 

Quarter 

7:30 AM 

GMT 

4:19 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

18 

2:22 AM 

GMT / 7.35 
m 

9:05 AM 

GMT / 3.27 
m 

2:59 PM 

GMT / 7.49 
m 

9:41 PM 

GMT / 3.06 
m 

  7:33 AM 

GMT 

4:16 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

19 

3:40 AM 
GMT / 7.45 

m 

10:11 AM 
GMT / 3.06 

m 

4:11 PM 
GMT / 7.82 

m 

10:46 PM 
GMT / 2.75 

m 

  7:35 AM 

GMT 

4:15 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

20 

4:43 AM 

GMT / 7.97 

m 

11:13 AM 

GMT / 2.65 

m 

5:07 PM 

GMT / 8.49 

m 

11:44 PM 

GMT / 2.30 

m 

  7:37 AM 

GMT 

4:14 PM 

GMT 

Wed 

23 
 

1:27 AM 

GMT / 1.40 

m 

6:54 AM 

GMT / 10.68 

m 

1:51 PM 

GMT / 1.22 

m 

7:14 PM 

GMT / 11.22 

m 

New 

Moon 

7:42 AM 

GMT 

4:10 PM 

GMT 

Fri 

25 
 

3:03 AM 

GMT / 0.78 

m 

8:12 AM 

GMT / 12.18 

m 

3:27 PM 

GMT / 0.59 

m 

8:33 PM 

GMT / 12.36 

m 

 7:45 AM 

GMT 

4:09 PM 

GMT 

Sat 

26 
 

3:50 AM 

GMT / 0.66 

m 

8:53 AM 

GMT / 12.47 

m 

4:13 PM 

GMT / 0.48 

m 

9:14 PM 

GMT / 12.40 

m 

 7:46 AM 

GMT 

4:08 PM 

GMT 

Sun 

27 
 

4:35 AM 

GMT / 0.68 

m 

9:35 AM 

GMT / 12.37 

m 

4:59 PM 

GMT / 0.53 

m 

9:58 PM 

GMT / 12.04 

m 

 7:48 AM 

GMT 

4:07 PM 

GMT 

Wed 

30 
 

7:02 AM 
GMT / 1.60 

m 

12:08 PM 
GMT / 10.21 

m 

7:32 PM 
GMT / 1.52 

m 

 First 

Quarter 

7:52 AM 

GMT 

4:05 PM 

GMT 

 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 

 



 
"The Armed Man" is Number 17 in Classic FM's 2022 Hall of Fame, whilst 

"Misa Criolla" by Argentinian composer Ariel Ramirez, is full of energetic 

South American rhythms accompanied by multiple percussion instruments. 



 

Young Person’s Concert 

Sunday 13 November at 3pm at URC 

Chapel Street, Thornbury BS35 2BA 
 

Michael Lunts, from the Armstrong Arts Group team, presents a concert 

featuring highly talented young musicians, commemorating Remembrance 

Sunday, and marking the sacrifice of those who served in WWI and WWII. 
 

Tickets cost £7.50 or £5 for under 16 years. Tea and cakes will be served 

in the interval. Contact AAGThornbury@gmail.com or call 01454 850933. 

 

4ward By Post 
 

Would you like to receive a regular copy of 4ward by post? Join our 

mailing list and in exchange for a book of 12 first class stamps every 

year, Vicky Collin will be happy to post one to you.  
 

Please send your stamps directly to Vicky with your address details. 
 

Phone her on 01454 418244 or email vrcollin@aol.com or write to her 

at  

The Cottage, Pullens Green, Oldbury on Severn, BS35 1PW 



Thornbury Library November 

 

Home Library Service (Books to your door.) Do you, or anyone you know, 

find it difficult to get to the library for books? If the answer is yes, please 

ask about our Home Library Service as we have volunteers happy to help. 

 

“Have You Read…?” Friday 4 November 2pm-3pm. The book group 

for everyone! Come and enjoy an open book group with a difference. 

No set novel to read. Just drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat.  

 

LEGO Club. Now EVERY Saturday 9.30-10.30am - NO booking needed!  

Listen to a story or some poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces 

and display them in the library for your family and friends to see.  
  

Rhymetime: Monday (term time; drop in) & every Friday (booked) 9.30-10am 

 

“BFG’s” (Book Focus Group) for School Year 7 and up (10 November) 

Spend an hour discussing your favourite books with others. A great way of 

finding brilliant new authors. Second Thursday every month 4pm-5pm.  

 

Computer Support 1-1 Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am 

slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.  

 

Sight Support West of England - Monday 21 November 10am-1pm 

Just “drop in” for support and advice for people with visual impairments.  

 

 

The Hatch Camphill Community Crafts and Gifts Sale 

Saturday 19 November 10am-12pm 

The Hatch Camphill Community will be at Thornbury Library selling 

their beautiful hand-crafted items – ideal Christmas presents! 
 

 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    

Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  

Wednesday:  

Thursday:  

Friday: 

Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am - 12.30pm 

 

For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping 

in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 

phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 

 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 

 

11th   Nov Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

18th Nov Fri Social evening, Memorial Hall 

21st 25th 29th Nov Screening England’s World Cup games, Memorial Hall 

2nd Dec Fri Grumpy Man’s Xmas Lunch 

2nd Dec Fri Quiz Night, Memorial Hall 

9th Dec Fri Hot Gossip, Memorial Hall 

9th   Dec Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

10th Dec Sat Christmas Fayre, Memorial Hall 

16th Dec Fri OO7’s Christmas Concert, Memorial Hall, Doors open 7.30pm 

17th Dec Sat Children’s Christmas Party, Memorial Hall 

24th Dec Sat Christmas Eve Gathering, Memorial Hall 

 

2023 

21st Jan Sat Silent Disco, Memorial Hall 

 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz night, first Wednesday of each month. 

Memorial Hall, 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 
 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 

on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  

Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 
 

 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 September  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   

42.0mm 80.0mm 20.0mm 

1.65” 3.15” 0.79” 



 


