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Only the wanderer 

   Knows England's graces, 

Or can anew see clear 

   Familiar faces. 

 

And who loves joy as he 

   That dwells in shadows? 

Do not forget me quite, 

   O Severn meadows. 

 

              Ivor Gurney 
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Editorial 
 

There are times when the collective shock of 

hearing about the death of someone in the public 

eye fixes that time and place for ever in your 

memory. So it was for many of us when we heard about the death of our 

late Queen. It’s certainly not a time or place that I will ever forget, although 

the date remains a little hazy. I was in the ICU at Southmead Hospital at the 

bedside of my son Nick, following the unbelievable diagnosis of a massive 

brain tumour after he was suddenly taken ill one Sunday in August. These 

last few weeks have been a rollercoaster of emotion for all of us in Nick’s 

family, as he has undergone four bouts of incredibly complex life-saving 

brain surgery, and in my mind this time will forever be relived against the 

hypnotic drum beats of those slow-marching soldiers at the state funeral. 
 

But, thanks be to God, the swift response of the ambulance service, the 

NHS, the incredible skill of his surgeon Dr Charalambides and the whole 

neurological team at Southmead Hospital - after almost six weeks in 

hospital Nick survived, recovered, and went home at the end of September, 

back to the loving care of his wife Niki, and little daughter Grace. We all 

feel weak with relief and have such gratitude for everyone involved in his 

care, and to everyone in our community for messages of love and support, 

and holding us all in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

I’ve also been thinking a lot during these last few weeks about the families 

of the young men in our village who died in WWI. What an incredibly 

generous act it was on their part to commemorate their loss, not by a stone 

cross, but by building a Memorial Hall as a place where people for the next 

hundred years would come together to socialise, celebrate and have great 

nights out with friends and neighbours, just as will happen on 15th October 

this year at the Centenary Dinner. The Hall was built by public subscription, 

and I remember being told that the soldiers who returned all gave part of 

their government gratuity, awarded on demobilisation, towards the building 

costs. Congratulations once again to Chris Jennings and the Hall Committee 

for their successful lottery bid, resulting in the award of the huge sum of 

nearly £100,000 to update the facilities ready for the next hundred years!  
 

As we cosy down for longer nights and chillier days after that heatwave 

summer there is plenty of reading in this edition of 4ward, with articles on 

everything from cricket to cuckoos and CoraQuest - a new board game our 

copy editor Ruth got involved with which should be available in the shops 

just in time for Christmas. And finally, to commemorate the Memorial Hall’s 

centenary we have reprinted a previous article by Meg Adnams on the 

Gloucestershire war poet Ivor Gurney to go with his lovely poem on the 

front cover that ends “Do not forget me quite, O Severn meadows.” 

Chris 



Memorial Hall Matters 
 

Everyone involved with the Hall would like to pass on our thoughts and 

prayers to the Royal Family following the passing of Queen Elizabeth. It 

was an event that has taken everyone by surprise as she has been a part 

of all of our lives for so long. 
 

The Hall postponed or cancelled some events as a mark of respect. The Race 

Night, which is a joint venture with The Friends of Oldbury School, has been 

postponed to the 8th October along with the draw for the raffle. The Last 

Night of Proms was cancelled by the BBC so we did not screen this. The EMC 

would like to say a massive thank you to all the people who have donated 

their money to the Hall. It is a wonderful gesture and very much appreciated. 

(Just to let you know our electricity bill will increase from about £45 per 

month up towards the £200 mark, so every penny is very welcome). 
 

We did, however, open up the Hall to screen Her Majesty’s funeral, which 

18 people came together to watch - a very moving and emotional occasion. 

We also, on a lighter note, opened the Hall in the evening to toast the new 

King, which proved to be a really pleasant informal gathering. 
 

Jan Wilcox had a busy and productive month with running a quiz night, which 

was particularly challenging, as it should be, and the contest was close right 

to the final round. The evening was extremely enjoyable and it was good to 

see people staying on and chatting afterwards. I am looking forward to the 

next one! Jan also organised a Hot Gossip afternoon at the end of the month, 

which was a great success. Thanks, Jan, for all your and Rob’s hard work; 

your events are entertaining and also a great source of income for the Hall. 
 

Our most recent event was an Autumn Fayre; thank you to all the people 

who baked cakes and helped out on the day; without all the willing 

volunteers the Hall could not operate. Oldbury is blessed with a fantastic 

community spirit which is a credit to so many. 
 

Lottery update: We are close to appointing a contractor to undertake the 

new entrance/disabled access, including a small bar, an improved lobby 

area and an additional ladies toilet, plus a small extension at the rear.  

Once appointed we need to go through a schedule of work and dates so we 

can liaise with our users. There will, obviously, be some disruption but we 

need to plan to minimise this and communicate our schedule to anyone 

hiring the Hall. Please bear with us during this period.  
 

Forthcoming events: Without a shadow of doubt our main event for 2022 

is our centenary dinner; the Hall was opened in October 1922, built by 

public subscription as a memorial to those local men who gave their lives 

in WWI, so it is extremely fitting that we celebrate in style. Normally we 

have a theme, but this year we just want to reflect on the reason why the 

Hall was built, the ups and downs of the last 100 years, and above all have 



a great night just being with friends and neighbours. However, we have 

resisted the temptation to do a 1922 menu!! 
 

7 October  Grumpy Man’s Breakfast, a classic breakfast. 

8 October  Race Night, tickets in the shop, meal included 

15 October  Centenary Dinner - our main event, 

tickets on sale now in the shop 

18 November Social evening, bar and good conversation, just 

relax and catch up with friends - or meet new ones? 

21/25/29 November Screening England World Cup games 

2 December  Grumpy Man’s Xmas Lunch. Need I say more! 

2 December  Quiz Night.  

3 December  Christmas Fayre 

9 December  Hot Gossip  

17 December  Children’s Christmas Party 
 

Are you missing out? Do find out about events after they have happened? 

If you sign up for our information emails then you will be always be fully 

informed of forthcoming events in the Hall, and it so easy. Just email 

matthewriddle1967@googlemail.com and give him permission to add your 

email address to our growing distribution list. 

Chris Jennings 
 

Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 
 

The results for September have gone AWOL! We have 

been reliably informed that the draw took place but 

the piece of paper with the winners on it has 

disappeared, hopefully after the winners received 

their prize money! It could only happen in Oldbury…  

- if it turns up, we will print the winners next month.   

 
 

 
 

 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 

Hot Gossip 
 

Thank you to all the ladies who came to Hot Gossip this month. Even though 

the numbers were slightly smaller it was all perfectly formed and we had a 

lovely afternoon eating, drinking and chatting with plenty of 'Hot Gossip'!!  
 

Please make a note for your diaries that the next Hot Gossip will be held 

on Friday 9th December at the earlier time of 2.30pm.  

Jan Wilcox 



 



Oldbury Cricket Club 
 

To win any game of cricket a team must score more runs than the 

opposition. That’s the simple bit…      

Luke Sellers 
 

A disappointing end to the season, and despite continuing good weather, 

two of the four remaining games were called off. Due to some alternative 

scoring methods, the Rugby Club pulled off a surprise win over the village 

side and even if you followed the logic in the quote above, the result would 

have proved difficult to understand. However, it was a good game and 

much enjoyed by all.  
 

The President’s game was a more serious affair, and I am really pleased to 

say that my team won for the first time whilst I have been President. The 

Oldbury side batted first, and the Banks’ duo of Peter and Aaron got off to 

a good start. When Peter was out for 30 the hard hitting Ollie Cooper joined 

the attack, and he started off well enough, hitting two fours. Then he really 

opened up, hitting a ball hard enough to easily clear the boundary fence. 

A certain six would have ensued had it not been for Brodie Alexander who 

almost casually leaped across and plucked the ball out of the air. The crowd 

and players gasped in disbelief as what they had just witnessed was one 

of the finest catches seen on this ground. The batting of Jimmy Garrett and 

Hedley Garrett was progressing well until Captain Ian Knapp played his 

trump card and introduced the bowling of Derek the Destroyer Garrett. 

Rolling back the years, he took the wickets of both of his sons and then 

followed this with removing No. 1 son Will Garrett. He ended up taking 5 

wickets by adding the wickets of Jon Rodrigues and Ben Taylor to his tally. 

The Oldbury innings ended on 147 when spin doctor Charlie Keedwell came 

on to take the final wicket. 
 

In reply, the President’s XI got off to a poor start, losing their opening 

batsman first ball. Jerry White and Tom Cullimore then steadied the ship 

with some resolute batting. When Tom was out, and with Sam Summerfield 

following almost immediately, Oldbury were starting to get the upper hand. 

However, mid-order batsman Will Cullimore batted superbly and he and 

Jerry took the score to almost 100 before Jerry was out for a fine innings 

of 42. Will remained in control, and with the next two batsmen, saw the 

President’s XI over the winning line. Will finished on 62 not out. There 

followed a super Jon Stayley BBQ and, as it transpired, a perfect end to 

the last game in the season. 

 

The Annual Cricket Dinner is planned for October 22nd and further details 

will be issued later this month.       

Gerald Porter    

President OOSVCC 



 
 



The Curious Incident of the Cuckoo in the Conservatory 

 

"The cuckoo comes in April, 

She sings her song in May,  

In the middle of June she changes her tune 

And in July she flies away." 

 

So goes the old rhyme but it was on a Sunday morning in early August that 

I encountered Mike Knapp, from Camp Road, on his mobility scooter outside 

the village shop, regaling the assembled company sitting “on the bench” 

about a close encounter he’d had with what he thought might be a cuckoo.  

 

Apparently, a strange bird had got trapped in his conservatory. He described 

the bird as being about a foot long with a sort of fan tail and mostly brown, 

definitely not grey, with blotches or speckles on its back and white or paler 

with blotches underneath. He had managed to catch it in his hands when it 

got trapped between two flower pots on the window sill and released it into 

the garden where it flew up and away, none the worse for its ordeal. 

 

Mike said he didn’t recognise the bird and the only thing he could think of, 

looking through his bird book, was a cuckoo, but he’d only seen one in real 

life a couple of times many years ago.  

 

We suggested that perhaps it was a young thrush or blackbird, which are 

brown and speckled, but Mike said it was much bigger than that. Someone 

else suggested it might be a bird of prey, but Mike said he had been worried 

when he first saw it but it didn’t have talons or a hooked beak, just a pointy 

yellow beak a bit like a blackbird and ordinary yellowish feet.  

 

I must say this seemed incredibly unlikely to all of us, and frankly quite 

“cuckoo”. Mike agreed, and said he hadn’t even heard a cuckoo for years. 

 

I told Mike that I had heard one calling down at the power station nature 

reserve back in May and they are often heard there, so I invited him to go 

through my bird books with me and it did seem that the only bird that fitted 

his description was a female or possibly juvenile cuckoo. 

 

I emailed our local bird expert Peter Hazelwood with this story and asked 

him whether he had any ideas what this mystery bird could possibly be? To 

my surprise this was his reply:  

 

It is possible for it to be a young Cuckoo - but they have barring underneath 

(same as a Sparrowhawk). One has been at Chew Valley Lake this week. 



Then the story gets even stranger! Mike came over to my house on the 12th 

of September this year.  

 

“Remember that cuckoo that flew into my conservatory? Well, another bird 

flew in - a magpie this time. It crashed around for a bit then I opened a 

window and it flew off unharmed. Then I notice a flower vase that used to 

be on the window sill had been knocked off and broke in half. Well, as I 

picked up the bottom half, I could see something inside it so I tipped it up 

and out came some feathers - and I couldn’t believe it but they must be that 

young cuckoo’s feathers - the white ones from its belly and the brown one 

from its back. That’s exactly the colour it was.” 

 

Mike had very carefully placed them in a little plastic bag in his wallet and 

brought them over to show me.  

 

 
 

What an incredible story and unbelievable coincidence! I photographed the 

feathers for Mike, and sent them to Peter Hazelwood for his opinion.  

 



14 September  
 

Chris, I have had it confirmed as Cuckoo feathers from Ed Drewitt - who has 

written a book on bird feather identification (having studied them from the 

Peregrine kills of the pair nesting on Bath Abbey for many years). It is more 

likely to be a juvenile in August, as adults are pretty much all gone before 

then. (At least, UK adults are.) The downiness of the feathers is typical of 

Cuckoos if you look on the website: 

https://www.featherbase.info/da/species/Cuculus/canorus 

Pete  
 

22 September  
 

One of the Cuckoos satellite-tagged by the BTO has already reached the 

Congo Basin, where they winter! These are adults, so ahead of the juveniles. 
 

Could Mike’s cuckoo have possibly come from the power station following 

the same mysterious path along Camp Road that the Canada Geese did with 

their young earlier this year? Pete Hazelwood quite rightly would not be 

drawn on such speculation, but he has written the following for us: 
 

“The Cuckoos at the Power Station usually arrive in mid-April and are gone 

by the end of June, which is when the adults migrate back to Africa (one of 

our earliest summer visitors to leave). There are usually one or two calling 

males, and a female, which has a quiet bubbling call completely unlike the 

male’s classic “Cuck-oo”. Their arrival coincides with the Lackey Moth hairy 

caterpillars getting fatter inside their tent-like spun homes in the bushes. 

The activity is concentrated on Lagoon 2, the northern lagoon, with its reed-

beds which attract the Reed Warblers (and Sedge Warblers) that are often 

parasitised by Cuckoos. But as the reed-bed on Lagoon 3 (the southern 

lagoon) has developed, this also attracts Reed Warblers, and so Cuckoos. 
 

The last record of a Cuckoo at the Power Station this year was one silently 

in flight on 23rd June. And the latest ever record is a juvenile on 9th August 

1998. Once the adults stop singing, they become very difficult to see as 

they tend to slink around in the bushes.  
 

Cuckoo eggs hatch after a short incubation of just 12 days, when the tiny 

young Cuckoo forces the host’s eggs out of the nest. The hosts concentrate 

their efforts on ‘their’ one chick left and feed it until it becomes much larger 

than they are. The juvenile Cuckoo fledges from the nest after 19 days, 

but continues to be fed for another couple of weeks. Then it will feed up on 

its own and start its migration to the Congo Basin, a journey it will complete 

on its own, never having met its parents – the route pre-programmed. 

After the juveniles become independent of their hosts, they are also quiet 

and difficult to see. Unless you get one fly into your conservatory!” 
 

Chris Tymko, with thanks to Mike Knapp and Pete Hazelwood 



 



An Unexpected Quest! 
 

Sometimes, volunteering to help someone out can lead to an exciting and 

totally unexpected new world, as I’ve discovered over the past two years! 
 

I enjoy playing modern hobby board games, and like to watch videos and 

read news about forthcoming projects, as well as reviews of existing 

games. In the process I had come across Cora and Dan Hughes from 

Huddersfield, a young girl and her dad who had made some very useful 

and entertaining review videos of board games for children. In the autumn 

of 2020, I was thus intrigued to discover that Dan and Cora (then aged 

eight), had become bored with doing the lockdown home-learning 

worksheets from her school, and had decided to liven things up by 

designing their own board game! 
 

For most people, this would probably have remained just a fun activity 

producing happy memories of father-daughter quality time, but the more 

that Cora and Dan worked on their project, “CoraQuest”, the better it 

became, and, half-jokingly, as he’d always said he’d never design a board 

game, Dan mentioned what they had been doing a bit more widely in the 

hobby board game community. One of his friends, Gary King, a very 

talented artist, mocked up a potential box cover for CoraQuest as a surprise 

for Dan and Cora, and looking at the amazing artwork, and knowing that 

their game really was great fun, the idea was born that, just maybe, they 

could share their game with the world as a proper manufactured product, 

hopefully crowd-funded via the Kickstarter website. 
 

When I read about this on social media, I was very excited by the concept 

– I respected the review work Dan and Cora had done over the years, ever 

since Cora was pre-school-age, and thought that if anyone could make a 

go of it, they could. I did however notice a small typographical error in the 

Facebook post, and whilst I’d normally ignore something like that, it did 

make me wonder if they could use some volunteer help in proof reading 

the game rules. I am only an amateur who does proof reading for fun, but 

I do have plenty of experience, not only with checking 4ward magazine, 

but also scanning through other writing of various sorts for friends over the 

years, so I contacted Dan and offered my assistance. He very kindly let me 

get involved, and my own CoraQuest adventure began! 
 

CoraQuest is a game for all the family (age 6+) to enjoy together, and 

involves exploring a dungeon as a team, working together to defeat the 

enemies that lurk there whilst attempting various quests. The ten stories 

are quirky, humorous, and completely child-friendly, but the gameplay is 

interesting enough to keep the adults in the family totally involved too – 

the exact opposite of those tedious games that all parents dread when their 

children ask to play them! I found myself proof reading exciting tales of 



 



exasperating wizards, lumbering trolls, mischievous gnomes and thieving 

ratfolk, all from the perspective of heroes going adventuring in a dungeon 

– certainly very different subject matter from reports of events in Oldbury 

Memorial Hall or articles about our interesting local history, like I usually 

check for 4ward! 
 

In February 2021, the project was ready to launch on Kickstarter – the 

ONLY way CoraQuest could be made into a real product was if enough 

people were convinced the game was good enough to pledge £30 up-front 

per game they wanted to receive, to provide the funding to make the 

physical game a reality. The story of how Dan and Cora had developed 

their game was an inspiring one, and as such it was taken up by the media, 

firstly local papers, then national papers and local television, and finally 

Cora and Dan were interviewed live on national television’s BBC Breakfast 

– most definitely not what they had expected when they started inventing 

their board game when stuck at home during Covid! Knowing how good 

the game was, I personally was sure the launch would be a success, but 

understandably there were still some nerves in evidence that day! We 

certainly shouldn’t have worried though; the target of £12,060 that was 

needed to allow the game to be manufactured was reached in just 40 

minutes, and in total £156,891 was raised in the fortnight or so of the 

Kickstarter campaign – CoraQuest was actually going to be published! 
 

Becoming involved in this project was fascinating – there was so much that 

goes into board game design and manufacture that I had just never 

considered before, from how components are laid out for printing, to 

shipping costs. What makes CoraQuest particularly unique however is just 

how many children from all around the world have been involved with 

contributing artwork to the game. As co-designer, Cora herself did the first 

drawings of the main characters, as well as making decisions on gameplay 

and rules, and many of her creations were used in the final published game. 

The worldwide CoraQuest community however rose to the occasion when 

their creativity was also requested, and many dozens of other children also 

submitted drawings of heroes, enemies and dungeon objects. Lots of these 

outline drawings from so many talented young people were digitised and 

coloured by Gary King, the same artist whose mock box cover had helped 

turn a kitchen-table lockdown activity into a published board game. The 

results are stunning – the artwork is still totally recognisable compared 

with all the original drawings, but it is cohesive and looks professional at 

the same time, and I’ve never seen another game that looks so individual. 

As a proof reader (though Dan kindly refers to me as a Copy Editor, which 

sounds rather grander!) I was delighted to see my name on the inner box, 

listed along with the rest of the team, when my own copy of CoraQuest 

arrived at the very start of 2022, but the most special thing is that it is 

there along with the names of ALL the children who contributed their art. 



 



One of the key 

values behind 

CoraQuest is to 

empower the 

children who 

play it to feel 

that they can 

also be creative 

and produce 

something that is genuinely good enough to be used in the game. The rule 

book gives tips on how to create and draw characters and write adventures 

so each family can have their own fully customised game, and there is even 

a free app on the game’s official website https://www.coraquest.com/ that 

can be used to print official-looking components using a player’s own art 

so that absolutely everyone can feel part of the board game design process. 
   

CoraQuest has just recently been voted winner of the Tabletop Gaming 

“Best Intergenerational Game Award 2022 (for games that cross the age 

divide)”, and excitingly a retail version of the game, published by Bright 

Eye Games is due to hit the shops and online game stores very soon. 
 

In the meantime, there has been plenty of new work going on behind the 

scenes, as an expansion to the original game is due to be launched on 

Kickstarter this month, along with another chance to buy the base game! As 

a proof reader, I have already had the privilege of enjoying ten fresh stories, 

meeting additional enemies, and discovering other parts of the dungeon, 

before the new project is launched, and a particular thrill has been to be part 

of the team allowed to “play test” the new quests. This involves checking 

that the game feels “balanced” to play – despite what you might initially 

think, any game isn’t that much fun if you win it easily all the time. What 

actually makes playing CoraQuest a really exciting and enjoyable experience 

is not knowing until the end of the game if your band of heroes are going to 

succeed in their quest or not, and for the endgame to be close and thrilling. 

Dan and Cora use the feedback received from playtesting to tweak the finer 

details of the adventures so that there are plenty of moments when players, 

whatever their age, will find themselves cheering aloud at the result of a 

close contest, or holding their breath as they wait to discover what awaits 

the heroes as they explore around the next corner. 
 

However minor my own proof-reading and play-testing role has been in 

comparison to the incredible dedication of the main creative team of Cora, 

Dan and Gary, and everyone else who also played key parts, being involved 

in developing CoraQuest was the most exciting experience I had during the 

time of the Covid lockdowns. I am so glad that I volunteered to help, as I 

really did discover whole new worlds, both in real life and in the dungeons! 
 

Ruth Riddle 



Church Services for October 2022 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 

St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
2nd   
  10.30am HC 
 

9th  
  10.00am  

Benefice Service 

All Age HC Harvest 

and thanksgiving 

for David Self 
  
16th 
  10.30am HC 
 

 23rd   
   10.30am HC 
 

30th  
  8:00am HC 

2nd 4.00pm  

  Refresh! All Age. 

      Harvest + fete 

 

9th 8.00am 

    Said HC 
 

16th 6.00pm 

    Evening Prayer 
 

23rd 6.00pm 

    Evensong 
 

30th 6.00pm  

  Benefice service    

  for All Souls  

  & All Saints 

 
Open as a place 

of pilgrimage  

and prayer. 

 

For details phone  

01454 260316 

 

  

4th Sunday of 

month.  

10:30am  

 

Please check 

locally  
 
 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 

10.30am 
 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 

Morning Service 

Every Sunday  

at 

10.30am 
 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 

Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 

Street 
 

Sunday 

10.30am 
 

Further details contact 

Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 



Christian Comment – Bishop Rachel’s message to the Diocese 
 

One Tuesday, many of us were looking at pictures of Her Late Majesty, 

Queen Elizabeth, receiving our new Prime Minister. Amid a time of yet more 

political upheaval and economic uncertainty, the Queen was there – that 

figure of constancy and unity. 
 

Then, just 48 hours later, everything changed, and on the Thursday, we 

found ourselves mourning the death of a beloved Queen. Like so many of 

you, Bishop Robert and I found our diaries turned upside down as the plans 

for Operation London Bridge became reality. I had the privilege of being in 

the House of Lords for tributes to Her Late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, plus 

the swearing of oaths of allegiance to King Charles and also to join MPs, 

Peers and Lords Spiritual in Westminster Hall to welcome our new King. 
 

For many people it has been a time of mingled emotions, tears and 

laughter, as we swing back and forth between ‘The Queen is dead’ and 

‘Long live the King’. Yet, in the midst of the plans, ceremony and media 

reporting, this national and royal story is also connecting with many 

people’s personal stories. So many tender spots, raw wounds and old scars 

have been touched or reopened as the national story resonates with 

personal experiences of pain, loss and shock, and a whole range of 

happenings and memories. 
 

In all of this, I am glad and proud of the fact that the Church of England in 

so many ways has been there not only for disciples of Christ, but also for 

people of no faith or of a faith other than Christian. Up and down the 

country, Christians have been creating spaces which can hold before God 

the national story and people’s personal stories – places of community, 

prayer and hope, and of light stronger than the darkness. Thank you for 

all you are being and doing in your local contexts in this diocese, it is deeply 

appreciated. 
 

Over the last month, a number of people have remarked not only on the 

love and service of our late Queen being rooted in her deep faith in Jesus 

Christ, but also on the Church of England’s place in our national life and 

constitution. This is one of those moments to renew our confidence in being 

members of the Body of Christ in the public square of our local communities 

as we share our lives and faith with people of all ages and stories. Together, 

may we bear witness to the unchanging love and life of Jesus Christ, just 

as our Queen did so faithfully and constantly over so many years. 
 

This comes, as ever, with heartfelt thanks and continued prayers. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Community Christmas Tree Festival at St Arilda’s 

The Church community have been so thankful over these past months for 

the extraordinary support of our wider community, in fighting fires, in 

caring for our land, in the amazing work the Hopkins’ have already done 

for our growing churchyard. We really are proud to be a place of rest and 

peace, open for our whole community – thank you all for making that 

possible. 

 

In light of that, we are keen to hold a Christmas tree festival this year, with 

trees decorated by the organisations and groups that make Oldbury the 

beautiful community it is. If any of our local groups would like to contribute 

to this, do please get in touch with Revd Joy. We will be hoping for artificial 

trees 4-6 foot tall with just one set of lights on, and then decorations that 

represent the group you are part of. These would be set up in the Church 

from Saturday 17th December and kept on show until Epiphany for people 

to visit. If we have enough volunteers then there may even be some 

outdoor friendly additions to adorn the churchyard (so we can still all fit in 

for the carols)! 

Revd Joy 

 



Ivor Gurney’s War 
 

Ivor Gurney was born in Gloucester in 1890, the eldest child of a tailor. His 

father David was a placid man who taught Ivor much about the countryside 

nearby where he loved to walk and cycle and to appreciate the landscapes of 

the Cotswolds and Severn Vale. His mother Florence was quite different. She 

was more ambitious than her husband but was an anxious person with mood 

swings. Ivor was soon recognised by the local curate, the Reverend Alfred 

Cheeseman, who was also his godfather, as musically gifted. He was awarded 

a place at Gloucester Cathedral School aged 10. Revd Cheeseman was a 

supportive friend all his life and introduced Ivor to musical people in 

Gloucester who could encourage him. Ivor became an articled pupil of the 

organist at the Cathedral, Sir Herbert Brewer and at the age of 16 became 

assistant organist. Ivor and his friend at the school, Herbert Howells, both won 

scholarships to the Royal College of Music in London. Although they both did 

well, Ivor was difficult to teach due to some eccentricities of behaviour which 

may have been the beginning of a lifetime of mental instability. 
 

During 1913 poetry writing became as important to Ivor as musical 

composition. He began to feel ill at ease in London and his creativity led to 

mood swings and physical illness caused by his erratic sleeping and eating 

habits. His friends and family became concerned about his letters home. 

Only Gloucestershire could supply healing so Ivor travelled to Framilode to 

stay with his friend the lock-keeper who involved him in the routine of eeling, 

haymaking and loading barges until he gradually recovered. 
 

Ivor volunteered for active service in WW1 to serve his country but also because 

he felt the physical effort and strict routine of army life would somehow cure 

his health problems. He was initially turned down due to defective eyesight 

but was accepted when he volunteered again in 1915. By then, says one of 

his biographers, Michael Hurd, “authority was less fussy about the nature of 

its cannon fodder.” He was drafted into the 5th/6th Battalions, the 

Gloucestershire Regiment. He responded well to training in Northampton, 

Chelmsford and Tidworth with occasional excursions to Epping to work on 

the trench system that formed part of the outer defences of London. When 

a military band was started up, he was delighted and took up the bass cornet. 

He delighted in the company of ordinary men who seemed firmly rooted, 

especially the musical Welshmen he was later to meet in the trenches.  
 

The 5th/6th Battalions set out for France on 25 May 1916, arriving at a 

temporary camp at Le Havre for three days before the long journey to the 

battlefield in Flanders. Following a week of training with the London Welsh 

they moved to be “in reserve” at Laventie. Very little sleep was had – only 

three hours in the trenches due to cold weather and rain. Ivor became a 

signaller. Censorship would not permit details in his letters but there is no 

doubt that his duty to “keep lines of communication clear in all 



circumstances” often placed him in great danger. However the men on the 

Laventie line were spared the worst of the carnage but their month on the 

Somme front was a terrible one. In spite of all this Ivor was able to write 

poetry and compose songs in an exercise book. 
 

On 14 April 1917 Ivor wrote to a friend, “Well, I am wounded but not badly: 

perhaps not badly enough; as though kind people told me it meant Blighty for 

me, yet here I am at Rouen marked ‘Tents’.” A bullet had gone through his 

right arm under his shoulder during an attack on the night of Good Friday. He 

was treated for six weeks and at the end of May was transferred to machine 

guns, soon finding himself at Passchendaele. Here he was gassed and seems 

to have suffered a general collapse then referred to as “shell shock.” 
 

A month later Ivor found himself in Edinburgh War Hospital at Bangour in 

Scotland. (I saw this on a T.V. programme in 2015 – it is now a WW1 

Museum.) Weariness and disillusion now gripped him but the imminent 

publication of his first book of poems, “Severn and Somme” distracted him. 

Reviews were mainly welcoming and he was proud to claim the “War Poet” 

title. His second volume, “Wars Embers” was sent off for safe keeping in 

December 1917 and published in 1919. The first work in this – “To His Love”- 

was a memorial to his closest friend F.W. Harvey, a lawyer and poet from 

the Forest of Dean. He had been missing believed killed but to Ivor’s delight 

he was much later found to be unharmed but taken prisoner. After the war 

they were reunited. Whilst in hospital Ivor fell in love with a VAD nurse, 

Annie Nelson Drummond. He had hopes of marriage but Annie, though 

enjoying his company for short spells, was not “serious” about him and the 

love affair ended abruptly. 
 

Ivor was referred for training to return to the trenches but suffered “stomach 

trouble” and also possibly a nervous breakdown as his letters home were 

very strange. He was sent to different hospitals where at times he 

threatened suicide. After three months of this the army decided his military 

usefulness was at an end. He was discharged in October 1918. 
 

Ivor never recovered. He tried various types of work such as farming and 

the Tax Office but could not settle back to the Royal College to study or even 

be an organist. His family could not manage him and had him committed to 

Barnwood Asylum. Later his many friends gained permission to move him to 

Dartford where he was able to write and compose at times and where they 

visited regularly. They ensured that his work was published and that he 

received earnings from it. He remained there from 1922 until his early death 

from T.B. on Boxing Day 1937. He is buried at Twigworth church in 

Gloucestershire where Revd Cheeseman was then Vicar. There is a memorial 

to him in Gloucester Cathedral. His beautiful poetry and musical 

compositions live on.        

 (From 4ward July 2016) Meg Adnams 



Rockhampton Parish Council 
 

The last meeting of the Council took place on Monday 22nd August with all 

Councillors in attendance along with Ward Cllr Matthew Riddle. 
 

Councillors were informed by the Clerk that the Council had received a 

Members Ward Funding grant of £1,000 which Cllrs agreed should be used 

towards the installation of “Village Gates” at the entrance to the village on 

the Lower Stone Road. However, before any work could proceed, Ward Cllr 

Riddle indicated that a ground survey would have to be undertaken by 

South Gloucestershire Council followed by the Parish Council applying to 

South Gloucestershire Council for a licence. 
 

Councillor Goode informed the meeting that he had received the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee commemoration wooden bench which would be placed on 

the Common in due course. 
 

 
  
Cllrs discussed several highways issues, which included: 

• The missing 30 mph repeater signs between the Gloucester Road 

and Newton Hill which were due to be replaced in the coming weeks. 

• The continued worsening of the Hill Road due to the ongoing 

subsidence as a result of the recent dry spell, and it was noted that 

Ward Cllr Riddle had arranged a site meeting with the Asset 

Management Team at StreetCare to see what could be done. 

• The speed visor had been programmed to be positioned on the 

Lower Stone Road from 24th August for approximately one week. 
 

The next quarterly meeting will be held on Monday 21st November at 

7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

James Carpenter, Clerk & RFO 

rockhamptonpc@gmail.com 

www.rockhamptonparishcouncil.co.uk 



 



Hill & Rockhampton WI – September Meeting 
 

We noted the passing of HM Queen Elizabeth II, a staunch member of 

Sandringham WI for many years and members recalled their meetings with her. 

Our speaker for the evening was a representative from Wildhogs Hedgehog 

Rescue, a charity based at Frampton on Severn. The charity cares for sick and 

injured hedgehogs before microchipping and releasing them back into the area 

from which they were originally rescued. 
 

Hedgehogs are an ancient species, at least fifty-two million years old. Of the 

seventeen species, none are found in the Americas, Australia, or New Zealand. 

Our own is the Western European hedgehog, which is sadly moving towards 

extinction. This is mostly due to roads, habitat loss, expansion of towns and 

cities and predation by badgers. 
 

The mating season is late April to May and can be extremely noisy. It has been 

known for householders to call the police because they think their house is being 

burgled. The hoglets are born thumb-sized and pink. Thankfully for the mother 

they are born without spines which do not start to appear until about two hours 

after birth. Once their spines have appeared, the hoglets can instinctively curl 

up into the well-known ball. 
 

Hedgehogs are the gardener’s friend. They eat earthworms, caterpillars, and 

beetles although they will eat slugs or snails if nothing more delicious is 

available. These remarkable little creatures can live for up to 6 years in the wild. 
 

Most people would welcome hedgehogs into their garden, but there are a few 

do’s and don’ts to consider. Food – dry cat food is best for them, they are not 

choosy, and a cheap supermarket variety will do very nicely; clean, fresh water 

(definitely no milk as it causes them digestive problems that can kill them). If 

you have a pond, make sure that there is a ramp or stones available so they 

can escape if they fall in. Netting around vegetable plots catches many 

hedgehogs; if you leave a gap of about 8 inches, hedgehogs can go under but 

not pigeons. Piles of leaves put aside for burning are a hedgehog heaven, please 

move them and check that a hedgehog or other animal has not made a 

comfortable home there before setting light to them. 
 

Although hedgehogs can climb, they prefer it if you leave a gap for them to get 

through a fence. It doesn’t need to be large, about the size of a cassette will be 

enough. 
 

As hedgehogs are mainly nocturnal, if you should see one out in the day and it 

seems lethargic or has an obvious injury, please call the Rescue Centre on 

07949976717 and they will come along to rescue it and hopefully save it for 

reintroduction to your garden. 

Ann Jones Secretary, Hill & Rockhampton WI 



  



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.  

October 2022 

Day High 
 

Low 
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Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Sat 1  
6:50 AM 

BST / 1.08 

m 

11:54 AM 

BST / 11.34 

m 

7:09 PM 

BST / 1.21 

m 

  7:11 AM 

BST 

6:48 PM 

BST 

Sun 

2 

12:17 AM 

BST / 11.00 

m 

7:32 AM 

BST / 1.58 

m 

12:40 PM 

BST / 10.56 

m 

7:55 PM 

BST / 1.71 

m 

  7:12 AM 

BST 

6:45 PM 

BST 

Mon 

3 
1:07 AM BST 

/ 10.07 m 

8:21 AM 
BST / 2.15 

m 

1:34 PM BST 

/ 9.65 m 

8:51 PM 
BST / 2.24 

m 

 First 

Quarter 

7:14 AM 

BST 

6:43 PM 

BST 

Fri 7  
12:48 AM 

BST / 1.99 

m 

6:04 AM BST 

/ 8.89 m 

1:21 PM 

BST / 1.92 

m 

6:33 PM BST 

/ 9.49 m 
 7:21 AM 

BST 

6:34 PM 

BST 

Sat 8  
1:53 AM 

BST / 1.30 

m 

7:04 AM BST 

/ 9.79 m 

2:20 PM 

BST / 1.23 

m 

7:28 PM BST 

/ 10.48 m 
 7:22 AM 

BST 

6:32 PM 

BST 

Sun 

9 
 

2:47 AM 

BST / 0.69 

m 

7:53 AM BST 
/ 10.74 m 

3:10 PM 

BST / 0.67 

m 

8:14 PM BST 
/ 11.39 m 

Full Moon 
7:24 AM 

BST 
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BST 

Mon 

10 
 

3:34 AM 

BST / 0.28 

m 

8:37 AM BST 

/ 11.55 m 

3:54 PM 

BST / 0.32 

m 

8:56 PM BST 

/ 12.07 m 
 7:25 AM 

BST 

6:27 PM 

BST 

Fri 

14 
 

6:03 AM 

BST / 1.00 

m 

11:10 AM 

BST / 11.53 

m 

6:18 PM 

BST / 1.16 

m 

11:30 PM 

BST / 11.15 

m 

 7:32 AM 

BST 

6:19 PM 

BST 

Sat 

15 
 

6:35 AM 

BST / 1.55 
m 

11:49 AM 

BST / 10.72 
m 

6:51 PM 

BST / 1.69 
m 

  7:34 AM 

BST 

6:17 PM 

BST 

Sun 

16 

12:09 AM 
BST / 10.19 

m 

7:08 AM 
BST / 2.13 

m 

12:29 PM 
BST / 9.76 

m 

7:27 PM 
BST / 2.26 

m 

  7:36 AM 

BST 

6:14 PM 

BST 

Mon 

17 

12:52 AM 

BST / 9.15 

m 

7:45 AM 

BST / 2.71 

m 

1:14 PM BST 

/ 8.75 m 

8:08 PM 

BST / 2.80 

m 

 Last 

Quarter 

7:38 AM 

BST 

6:12 PM 

BST 

Fri 

21 
5:40 AM BST 

/ 7.43 m 
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BST / 3.27 

m 
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/ 7.87 m 
   7:44 AM 
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22 
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m 
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23 
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m 
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/ 9.01 m 
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m 
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/ 9.63 m 
 7:48 AM 

BST 
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Tue 

25 
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BST / 1.20 

m 

8:27 AM BST 

/ 10.88 m 
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BST / 1.04 

m 
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/ 11.44 m 

New 

Moon 

7:51 AM 

BST 

5:56 PM 

BST 

Fri 

28 
 

5:09 AM 

BST / 0.55 
m 

10:12 AM 

BST / 12.40 
m 

5:29 PM 

BST / 0.51 
m 

10:32 PM 

BST / 12.38 
m 

 7:57 AM 

BST 

5:50 PM 

BST 

Sat 

29 
 

5:50 AM 

BST / 0.70 

m 

10:52 AM 

BST / 12.22 

m 

6:11 PM 

BST / 0.70 

m 

11:14 PM 

BST / 11.95 

m 

 7:58 AM 

BST 

5:48 PM 

BST 

Sun 

30 
 

5:33 AM 

GMT / 1.03 

m 

10:34 AM 

GMT / 11.65 

m 

5:56 PM 

GMT / 1.06 

m 

10:59 PM 

GMT / 11.16 

m 

 7:00 AM 

GMT 

4:46 PM 

GMT 

Mon 

31 
 

6:20 AM 

GMT / 1.50 

m 

11:23 AM 

GMT / 10.80 

m 

6:46 PM 

GMT / 1.53 

m 

11:52 PM 

GMT / 10.16 

m 

 7:02 AM 

GMT 

4:44 PM 

GMT 
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Memorial Hall Quiz Night 
 

The Quiz Night we held on Friday 2nd September appears to have been 

another successful evening and I would like to thank everybody who came 

along. Much head-scratching, chatting and drinking took place, and 

hopefully everybody left with another useless bit of information which 

might or might not come in handy in the future!! 
  

With regards to the raffle which took place (congratulations to Catherine 

Dyke who was the recipient of the framed picture and bottle of bubbly) I 

am pleased to inform you that we made £87 which has been donated to 

The British Heart Foundation. 
  

I look forward to presenting the next Quiz on Friday 2nd December at 

7.30pm. Tickets will be available in the village shop in due course. 
 

 Jan Wilcox 

 
 

ST PETER’S HOSPICE – “SPOOKTACULAR TEA” 

Sunday 30 October 2.30–4pm 

at Rockhampton Village Hall 
 

St Peter’s Hospice Severnside Support Group would be 

delighted to welcome you to their Spooktacular Tea. 
 

Homemade Cakes, Jams, Pickles, Chutney, Books, Raffle, Christmas Cards.  

Entrance £3 to include a cup of witch’s brew and a slice of fright, 

or a cup of tea/coffee and piece of cake! 

Please come along and support St Peter’s, your local Hospice. 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 

 



Thornbury and District U3A 

 

Have you recently retired or reduced your commitments leading up to 

retirement? Are you new to the area and looking to make new friends? 

Thornbury u3a promotes keeping us mentally and physically engaged and 

active in an enjoyable and friendly atmosphere. “Learn, Laugh and Live” is 

the u3a motto and aims to provide opportunities for members to do so 

without having to travel too far or enrol on expensive courses. We already 

have over 1,500 members and around 80 different groups meeting at 

various venues throughout the area but there is always room for more! 

The groups mainly meet during the day and range from Archaeology to 

Walking; some meet weekly, other less often and they include physical 

activities, crafts, board and card games, organised visits to gardens, 

concerts and theatre as well as purely “educational” topics. 

 

Our next Welcome Meeting will be held on Monday 17 October 2022 at 

3.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Road, Thornbury, BS35 1DR. 

Please come along; we would love to meet you. 

 

For further information please visit our website www.thornburyu3a.org.uk 

or for membership enquiries contact membership@thornburyu3a.org.uk 

Alternatively phone our Membership Secretary, Jackie Gitsham, on (01454) 

858438, or Chairman, Norman Taylor, on (01454) 418396. 

 

 

 

A Cost-of-Living Crisis, Inflation, 

a Collapse in the Value of Sterling, War in Ukraine... 
 

What to do? The simple answer is to join the u3a Thornbury Investment 

Group 1 Club and share the pain. The Club meets at 10am on the second 

Wednesday of each month in Tockington Methodist Church to share views, 

knowledge and expertise. The main aims of the Club are: 
 

• Social - we meet in a local pub after monthly meetings for consolation 

• Educational  

• Investing  
 

Interested? You do not need to be an expert on financial matters, just 

somebody who is interested in investing and is prepared to contribute to 

the review of individual shares and to make a periodic proposal for an 

investment.  
 

Why not come to a taster session by attending one of the Club's monthly 

meetings? If this appeals to you, please email our Chairman Bill Peters 

bill@onajourney.rest - we look forward to hearing from you. 



Thanks to all who supported “Ride and Stride” 
 

Many thanks to 

those who joined 

me on the Benefice 

Ride and Stride for 

the Gloucestershire 

Historic Churches 

Trust on Saturday 

10 September and 

to everyone who 

has so generously 

sponsored all our 

efforts. The total 

pledged so far is over £1100 but it is not too late to add your sponsorship 

if you have not yet done so. Please go to my Just Giving page which is 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thomas-keates5 or else put your 

donation in an envelope with your name on it and pass it on to me. Thanks 

again to all our supporters and those who welcomed visitors to our 

Churches on the day.       

Revd Tom 

 
 

Young Person’s Concert 

Sunday 13 November at 3pm at URC 

Chapel Street, Thornbury BS35 2BA 
 

Michael Lunts, from the Armstrong Arts Group team, is to present a concert 

featuring a number of highly talented young musicians. The event 

commemorates Remembrance Sunday, and marks the sacrifice of those 

who served in the first and second world wars. 
 

Tickets cost £7.50 or £5 for under 16 years. Tea and cakes will be served 

in the interval. Contact AAGThornbury@gmail.com or call 01454 850933. 
 

 

Thornbury Radio aims to bring Small Scale DAB to South Glos. 
 

Thornbury Media Community Interest Company (TMCIC), which runs 

Thornbury Radio, is applying for the recently advertised small-scale DAB 

licence for the region. Thornbury Radio already covers 45,000 people in 

and around Thornbury and has 15 volunteers working at the station. The 

proposed DAB service would cover Thornbury, Yate and Almondsbury, 

including where the M4 and M5 cross, building on the success of Thornbury 

Radio on FM, and also that of any other local community radio stations that 

choose to join TMCIC’s application. The local DAB technology would extend 

coverage and bring extra choice to more parts of South Gloucestershire. 



Thornbury Library October 
 

Home Library Service (Books to your door.) Do you, or anyone you know, 

find it difficult to get to the library for books? If the answer is yes, please 

ask about our Home Library Service as we have volunteers happy to help. 
 

Saturday 29 October at 2pm at Thornbury Library. Local performers 

“The Red Herrings” present a Steampunk plot of murder and mystery: 

*** “The Perilous Phlogisticon” *** 

Tickets: £3.20 Library Members; £6.40 Non-Members. 
 

“Stay Safe Online” Course with South Glos. Community Learning. 

A course to help you understand online security and support you to find 

ways to protect yourself online. You will learn how to recognise threats and 

the steps you can take to reduce online risks. The course is suitable for all 

those who wish to re-engage with learning in order to improve their 

wellbeing, upskill, and progress to further learning or employment. 

Wednesday 12 or 19 or 26 October 10am-12pm at Thornbury Library 

Please email: Aimee.Hilbourne@southglos.gov.uk to book your space. 
 

“Have You Read…?”  Friday 7 October 2pm-3pm A book group for 

everyone. Come and enjoy an open book group with a difference. No set 

novel to read. Just drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat.  
 

LEGO Club. Now EVERY Saturday 9.30-10.30am - NO booking needed!  

Listen to a story or some poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces 

and display them in the library for your family and friends to see.  
  

Rhymetime: Monday (term time; drop in) & every Friday (booked) 9.30-10am 
 

“BFG’s” (Book Focus Group) for School Year 7 and up (13 October) 

Spend an hour discussing your favourite books with others. A great way of 

finding brilliant new authors. Second Thursday every month 4pm-5pm.  
 

Computer Support 1-1 Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am 

slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.  
 

Sight Support West of England - Monday 17 October 10am-1pm 

Just “drop in” for support and advice for people with visual impairments.  
 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    

Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  

Wednesday:  

Thursday:  

Friday: 

Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am -   5.30pm 

9.30am - 12.30pm 
 

For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping 

in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 

phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 

 

2nd  Oct  Sun Harvest Festival & Church Fete at St Arilda’s, from 2pm 

7th Oct Fri Grumpy Man’s Breakfast 

8th Oct Sat Race Night, Memorial Hall  

14th   Oct Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

15th Oct Sat Hall 100 Years, Annual Themed Dinner 

22nd   Oct Sat Harvest Barn Dance at Naite Farm Barn [By ticket only] 

11th   Nov Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

18th Nov Fri Social evening, Memorial Hall 

2nd Dec Fri Grumpy Man’s Xmas Lunch 

3rd Dec Sat Christmas Fayre, Memorial Hall 

9th Dec Fri Hot Gossip, Memorial Hall 

9th   Dec Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 

17th Dec Sat Children’s Christmas Party, Memorial Hall 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz night, first Wednesday of each month. 

Memorial Hall, 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 
 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 

on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  

Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 
 

 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 August  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   

27.5mm 67.5mm 147.0mm 

1.08” 2.66” 2.80” 

   



 


