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From “The burning of the leaves” 
 

Now is the time for the burning of the leaves. 
They go to the fire; the nostril pricks with smoke 
Wandering slowly into a weeping mist. 
Brittle and blotched, ragged and rotten sheaves! 
A flame seizes the smouldering ruin and bites 
On stubborn stalks that crackle as they resist. 
 

Now is the time for stripping the spirit bare, 
Time for the burning of days ended and done, 
Idle solace of things that have gone before: 
Rootless hope and fruitless desire are there; 
Let them go to the fire, with never a look behind. 
The world that was ours is a world that is ours no more. 
 

They will come again, the leaf and the flower, to arise 
From squalor of rottenness into the old splendour, 
And magical scents to a wondering memory bring; 
The same glory, to shine upon different eyes. 
Earth cares for her own ruins, naught for ours. 
Nothing is certain, only the certain spring. 
 
    Robert Lawrence Binyon  
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Editorial 
 

As lay chair of St Arilda's PCC and also one of 
your local councillors for this area I am very 
grateful to Chris for allowing me the opportunity 

to write a guest editorial in this month’s edition of 4ward after the shocking 
grass fires of Saturday 13th August that came so close to our cherished 
landmark church building. I’m sure many of you were just as worried as I 
was to hear the news that fire was licking at the very walls of the church, 
and that you will want to join me in expressing sincere thanks to all the 
firefighters, farmers and local residents who worked so hard to prevent the 
perilous situation from getting any worse. 
 
It was wonderful to see the dedication and exemplary professionalism of 
the local fire service, who despite so many call-outs to fires in the tinderbox 
conditions, made repeated trips back to the church, and to the site of the 
nearby blaze on the verge and in a corn field at High Cowhill, even after 
the fires were extinguished, to double-check for any hotspots where the 
vegetation could reignite. With events like this fire, and also remembering 
the challenges of Covid, I’m sure we all have renewed appreciation and a 
sense of profound gratitude for the work of all the emergency services, and 
towards everyone, both professionals and our own neighbours in this 
wonderful local community of ours, who look after us and help us during 
difficult and challenging times. 
 
One of the most amazing things I’ve heard, is that in the aftermath of the 
fire, later that very night, glow worms were spotted, still glowing brightly 
on the bank near the church amongst all the burnt grass – quite 
extraordinary! Similarly, as suggested in our cover poem, the burnt areas, 
that looked so dead and bare just after the fire, should produce a beautiful 
display of wildflowers in the future – new life and hope rising from the ashes. 
 
I would also just like to take this opportunity to remind anyone who has 
not yet redeemed their child’s “yellow ticket” for their commemorative 
Platinum Jubilee £5 coin that it is still not too late – please contact me on 
07877413298 to claim it! There are also a very few Oldbury-on-Severn 
Jubilee mugs remaining, costing £5, possibly an idea for a little gift for 
someone with connections to our area who was not here during the Jubilee? 
 
Finally, many congratulations to Chris Jennings and Oldbury Memorial Hall 
for their successful grant application to the National Lottery to improve 
access and facilities – I thought this was wonderful and very fitting news 
to hear as we approach the 100th anniversary of the Hall first opening in 
October 1922. 

Matthew Riddle (Guest Editor) 



Grass fire at St Arilda’s Church Oldbury-on-Severn 

 
From the fire service Facebook page - Saturday 13 August:  

 
We have had another busy couple of days with numerous 
fire calls. with an alarm call in Thornbury and from there 
were mobilised to a grass fire at St Arilda’s Church Oldbury-
on-Severn.  

 
Upon arrival crews found fires in two locations in a close proximity. One in 
a corn field affecting trees, hedgerow and roadside verge and a larger fire 
up around the church which spread to surrounding fields and hedgerows 
and as well as threatening the church itself also was travelling toward 
domestic properties. Local residents were themselves fighting the fire at 
the church with buckets of water and the flames had actually reached the 

church wall on one side. 
 
Crews managed to 
surround the spread and 
check the spread with 
beaters and high-
pressure hose reels but 
also used several local 
farmers with their 
mechanical equipment 
to put in fire breaks and 
spray the hedges, banks 
and edges of the field.  
 

 

 
Thank you so much for 
your help with this and for 
all those local residents 
who brought us drinks and 
even ice lollies to keep us 
going. Another great thing 
that the church was safe is 
that one of our crew who 
was fighting the fire is 
getting married there in 
three weeks’ time! 
 
 



Memorial Hall Matters August 2022 
 

The really BIG news from the Hall is that after two 
years plus of hard work, the Hall has finally been 

awarded £99,999 from the National Lottery! 
 

This will be used to improve the access, particularly for people with limited 
mobility; to develop a new entrance into the lobby area, with a bar; and to 
create an additional ladies toilet and a purpose-made storage area at the 
rear of the Hall. These plans have been discussed many times, but if you 
would like to know more, please contact me and I will go through them 
with you. The Executive Management Committee would like to thank 
everyone who has supported our application and put forward ideas on how 
to make the most of the Hall. We are certainly hoping this will make the 
Hall more attractive to hire and enable a wider section of society to become 
involved in events there. 
 

We have to put a plan together to undertake the work, and we will 
communicate with all our regular users to minimise any disruption, but 
please bear with us during this period. 
 

On July 31st we screened the Women’s European Soccer Final. Considering 
this screening was organised at short notice we were very pleased to 
welcome over 25 enthusiastic fans shouting on the ladies to go one better 
than the men did 12 months ago. And they did, it was great to be part of 
such an historic sporting event, even if it was a bit nerve wracking in places. 
 

On Saturday 10th September we will be screening the Last Night of the 
Proms, it’s a first for us, but knowing how Oldbury folk like to join in and 
sing along, I think this will be a great night’s entertainment. As always 
there will be a bar to help loosen those vocal cords. Tickets are on sale at 
the shop, at £2. There will also be a light bite of a burger and salad for £3. 
 

Saturday 17th September will be a night not to be missed. The Hall is 
teaming up with ‘The Friends of Oldbury School’ to do a ‘Race Night’. For 
those unsure of the event, we will be running eight horse races where you 
can bet on your fancied horse and have the excitement of watching your 
horse romp home, or not!! We will be running a raffle, tickets will be on 
sale now with some truly wonderful prizes, such as breakfast for two at 
Jackdaws Castle, meal for two at Chepstow Castle… and many more. These 
will be on sale in a number of places including the Shop. Food is included 
in the price of the ticket, (£8) and there will be a bar to help you celebrate 
your winnings or drown your sorrows!! Event tickets are also on sale now 
and as we expect a full house, my tip is to buy early so as not to miss out. 
 



 
 



Hot Gossip makes a very welcome return on Friday 23rd September, an 
afternoon of fun and entertainment, not to be missed, as there will be 
plenty to catch up on. Last but not least, on Saturday 24th September 
there will be a Coffee, Cake and Craft Fayre, these are always popular, and 
as well as seeing the many locally-made products, there will be plenty of 
time to sit and chat. 
 

As I have said before, September is an action-packed month and hopefully 
there is something for everyone; if there is not, then please drop me a line 
on what you would like to see. 
 

A significant event took place in Oldbury in October 1922. The Memorial 
Hall was completed and opened to the public. With this in mind, our annual 
themed dinner will be on Saturday 15th October, 100 years almost to the 
exact day since the Hall was opened, an event with much significance. 
Please make a note in your diary and more information will follow. 
 

Chris Jennings 

 

Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS A little reminder that 100 Club fees are due and you can pay in cash 
 

 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 
 

Offers of bottles, books and raffle prizes for the Church Fete welcome! 

Please contact Matthew Riddle on 07877413298 and he will advise you 

when & where you may drop off donations towards the end of September. 
 

If you do not have transport, Matthew can pick up your donations locally 

between Monday 26 September & Saturday 1 October – please contact him 

to arrange collection. Matthew would also love to hear from anyone who 

can help at the fete for an hour or so on Sunday 2nd October. Thank you! 
  

August 

1st prize. 
2nd prize. 
3rd prize. 
4th prize. 

£20 
£15 
£10 
£10 

Ian Bell 
Jackie Jackson 
Matthew Riddle 
Margot Goldie 



 



Shop Spot 

 
Not the best month for the Shop, with both the air-con and our large 
freezer packing up on us in the extreme hot weather. The good news is 
that with the help of Dan Blanchard from the village we have managed to 
replace the air-con, and we have bought a new freezer.  
 
With no air-con, the Shop temperature soared and we would like to thank 
the volunteers who carried on working in what was a very difficult 
environment. Anyway, all sorted now! Probably snow tomorrow!  
 
The August / September holiday period has seen some of our volunteers 
having to work some extra slots, so a really big thank you from the 
Committee. With this in mind, if there is anyone who would like to join our 
volunteer family just give me a ring on 01454 418619. Everyone really 
enjoys working in the Shop, it is a great benefit to the local community, 
it’s very flexible, and the bonus is that we give much-needed funds to local 
charities and good causes.  

See you next month,  
Chris Awde 

 

 
 

 
 

HOT GOSSIP AFTERNOON TEA 
 

FRIDAY, 23rd SEPTEMBER 2022 

3.00pm – 5.00pm 
 

OLDBURY ON SEVERN MEMORIAL HALL 
 

TICKETS: £9 

(On sale in the Village Shop) 
 



Meadowside Cream Teas held on Sunday 14 August 

 
First of all, I would like to thank everyone for coming and supporting our 
charities, which this year were Parkinsons UK, Riding for the Disabled and 
the Oncology Department, BRI.  
 
I could not hold this event without the help of my daughter Linda and 
family, and granddaughter Amy.  
 
Many thanks to Ollie and Mark Riddle for organising the tractor run. 31 
tractors came, and 29 went on the run.  
 
Thanks to so many people - the Knapps - Ian, Louis and Molly, for the 
putting up the Marquee, what an amazing family! Oldbury Choir, gosh you 
were good; Revd Joy for singing and Tessa Sullivan with the harp, and Polly 
Pearce - fantastic. The tea ladies and friends who organised the raffle - you 
did a brilliant job; must also mention Mike who did all the washing up and 
Ivor’s Ice cream - lovely stuff! Thank you also for all the lovely cakes people 
made and raffle prizes donated. Also thank you to Bob Quinell, our 
neighbour, for gazebos, we needed them - gosh it was hot!  
 
I know the bit you will want to know - we made £2352 and are still getting 
donations in now!  
 
I am glad I live in such a wonderful village - nowhere like Oldbury.  

 

Josie Wilson 

 

 

Severn Vale Crib League 2022/2023 

 

One should always play fairly when one has the winning hand 

– Oscar Wilde 

 
Good news is that the 2022/23 crib season is going ahead and will start on 
Monday 3rd October, with some minor changes in hand. These include the 
relocation of home games’ venues for the Otters and the Pier View (pub is 
now closed) and the Bar M returning to the league. 
 
The rule book is also to be updated to reflect changes in the constitution 
that have occurred over the last few years. League fixtures and KO formats 
will be similar to last season and these will be issued as soon as possible. 

 

Gerald Porter 



Oldbury Cricket Club 
 

Although Autumn beckons and the cricket season comes to an end, I still 

think of the century I scored and the hat trick I bowled, and my dreams 

will go on to another year… - Anon. 
 

From mid-July to the end of August four games were cancelled and 
fortunately it was possible to rearrange two of these. Of all the games 
played in this period Oldbury’s fortunes were divided, winning two games 
and losing two. With the good weather continuing it was good to see some 
cricket being played, and thanks to Charlie Keedwell, the wicket and 
outfield were kept in tip-top condition. 
 

For the last part of the season there remain just three games, against the 
Presidents XI, Hillesley, and an Old Down Estate XI respectively. The game 
against the Old Down Estate team that is on Sunday 18th September will 
include some notable cricket players, and should be an entertaining game 
to watch. There will be a marquee, live music, a tribute act, bar and BBQ 
– see next page for details. Everyone is welcome, so come along and join the 
festivities, which should be a very special occasion to wrap up the season. 
           

Thanks to all who gave their support throughout the season and please 
come and enjoy the fun on September 18th.     

Gerald Porter    

President OOSVCC 

 

 

Artwork Auction 
 

During the Oldbury Cricket Club End of 

Season Social to be held on Sunday 18 

September, talented local artist Lorna 

Page has kindly given the club her 

permission to auction a limited-edition 

print of her beautiful new work of art, 

centred on the cricket field. We at 4ward 

are delighted to be able to offer you a 

sneak preview of the original painting 

here, which we hope will have you 

queueing up to bid on the print, as this 

charming picture is of course infinitely 

more stunning when seen in colour. The 

river, Anchor Inn and school also feature, 

overlooked by “the church on the hill”, 

and the iconic village scene is also 

inhabited by lots of wonderful wildlife. 



 



  
 



 



Mervyn James Thiery Bennett 14th May 1925 - 29th July 2022 
 

At 97 years old I know it is a cliché to say, 
but this really is a ‘celebration’ of Gramp’s 
life. It’s a celebration because he was 
always the first to say that he had a 
wonderful life, and considered himself very 
lucky to have so many happy years. He was 
content, right to the end. We have many 
fond memories of Gramp and I would like to 
share a few of those. 
 

Gramp was happiest at home, with Nan, 
and working on the farm. Nan and Gramp 
were a team and both worked hard to run a 
successful home and business. They 
instilled good values in all the family such as 
respect for your elders, respect for others 
and what seems like a modern phenomenon, 
zero waste and make-do and mend. 
  

Nan and Gramp never argued. They had 
occasional disagreements, and when this 
happened, they would smirk at each other, 
and agree to disagree. 
 

I remember when we would stay over as children, Gramp would have his 
usual breakfast of 2 poached eggs on toast. After breakfast, we would be 
invited for a ‘walk around the estate’. He would put on his wellies, cap and 
a jacket that had numerous repairs. The jacket would have pieces of bailer 
twine bursting out of every pocket. He always carried a good selection of 
this for when emergency repairs were needed to gates or fencing. “I don’t 
think there was anything that couldn’t be fixed with bailer twine and a pocket 
knife!” We would walk through the fields and go and check the animals were 
all present, and in good health. On one particular occasion I was stood next 
to Gramp in the middle of the field. I was no more than waist height at this 
time, when we were quickly surrounded by cattle. I looked up, and all I could 
see was a dozen animals or so all sniffing at Gramp, with one trying to lick 
his flat cap and Gramp with a big smile on his face. 
 

Gramp provided a living window into the past with fascinating stories of local 
people and places, including how he enjoyed going on coach trips with the 
Young Farmers. He explained how he took the ‘Berkeley Exam’ consisting of 
theoretical and practical agriculture tests. He came 3rd in 1947 and was 
awarded £2 10s. Next year, in 1948, he came first, and was awarded £10. 
If you came first in the ‘Berkeley Exam’ you were not allowed to enter again. 



 



Other stories were about all sorts of things, such as Stan Cullimore traveling 
around to shows with his Gloucester Old Spot Pigs in the 50’s to keep the 
breed going, or his time at Thornbury Grammar School between the ages of 
10½ to 14, at a cost per term of £3 13s 4d. He explained that when he left, 
students would fill in each other’s signature books; he kept his all his life. 
 

I also have some of mum’s memories: 
When he was a very young boy. Gramp was 
playing in the snow outside. He made a 
snowball and wanted to look after it so 
brought it into the house and put it in the 
oven to keep it warm. He couldn’t 
understand where it had gone when he 
when back to get it later. 
 

On Thursday’s Market Day in Thornbury, he 
would meet his farmer friends in the 
Wheatsheaf and play spoof over half a pint of 
bitter, whilst Nan did the weekly shopping. 
 

Gramp believed in doing jobs properly so 
they would last. Years ago, he had the 
farmhouse kitchen table covered with the 
revolutionary new ‘Formica’. I think the 
table was transported by horse and cart up 
to Thornbury where it was done, and then 
returned. This table saw countless family 
meals and could also have a table tennis 
net attached, to be enjoyed by mum and 

Heather as girls, and subsequently us grandchildren. He also enjoyed playing 
croquet on the back lawn in the summer. He loved card games, particularly 
‘New Market’, with a tin of copper coins kept in the pantry for the occasion. 
A penny in the kitty, a penny on a horse and a penny on the 10 of hearts. The 
9 of hearts was removed from the deck to make the available pot of money 
on the 10 harder to play for, always adding extra excitement to the game! 
 

Gramp enjoyed grafting apple trees and had an in-depth knowledge of them, 
helping numerous people who were interested in growing their own apple trees. 
He was an excellent traditional hedge layer and won several competitions. 
In later years, he enjoyed judging them and talking with local competitors. 
He was a very keen rose gardener and a dab hand at taking his own slips 
successfully; he taught Heather and mum a lot about looking after roses. 
So, to sum up, with 97 years of material to choose from I could talk all day 
about Gramp. However, I think we all know the type of person he was. He 
was a gentleman, and an all-round good human being. Cheers Gramp. 

 

Nic Riddiford (grandson) 



Church Services for September 2022 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 
St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
4th   
  10.30am HC 
 

11th  
  10.30am All Age 
 
  
18th 

  10.30am HC 
 
 

 25th  
   10.30am HC 
 
 

2nd Oct 
  10.30am HC 

4th 4.00pm  

  Refresh! All Age. 
 

11th 8.00am 
   Spoken Holy  
   Communion 
 

18th 6.00pm 
    Holy  
   Communion 
 

25th 6.00pm 
    Alternative 
Evening Service 
 

2nd Oct 4.00pm  

  Refresh! All Age. 
      Harvest + fete 

 
Open as a place 

of pilgrimage  
and prayer. 

 
For details phone  
01454 260316 

 

  

4th Sunday of 
month.  

10:30am  
 

Please check 
locally  

 
 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 
Morning Service 
Every Sunday  

at 
10.30am 

 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 
Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 
Street 

 

Sunday 
10.30am 

 

Further details contact 
Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 



Christian Comment 
 

Jesus said: “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were 

already ablaze!” (Luke 12:49) 
  
These words hit a little close to home for the Sunday service on 14th 
August, following the churchyard conflagration of Saturday afternoon. 
  
Yet, we celebrated with great joy as we gathered on that Sunday morning, 
sharing in the miraculous and incredible gift of a Church still standing. We 
also prayed with thanks and blessings for the wonderful community of 
people who helped put the fire out. To everyone who lent a hand with 
buckets of water or refreshments for our fire-fighters – thank you! 
  
Our thanks go not least of all to our waiting wedding couples who were 
part of the rescue efforts. For Bryan and Rachel who married there the 
following week, and to our local fireman Dan who marries Zoe there at the 
start of September. It is lovely to think that because of you we still have a 
Church standing to marry you in! 
  
But it does get me thinking about what the Church is still standing there 
for… 
  
Firstly, it stands for our community. For all those who worship in it, yes. 
But also, for everyone who comes along occasionally, or who sits in the 
churchyard, or who simply thinks of it as a part of our village. We are there 
to have our doors open for all comers, so that we can transform our 
communities by loving generosity and provide a space for peace and 
reflection, so often needed in our world. 
  
Jesus also speaks about a gospel that divides and challenges the structures 
of society. The Church still stands so that we might work together to fight 
against injustice and to challenge systems of oppression and hatred. The 
‘fire’ that Jesus speaks of is a radical challenge to the authority of the 
Romans in his time. Jesus is talking about bringing change and 
transformation to the world and to our own lives. 
  
So, as our Church still stands proudly on the hilltop, don’t forget to pray 
for us all in your own ways, that we might continue to serve and love our 
village community, and learn together how to build for the kind of world 
God longs for us to see. 
  

Blessings, 
  

Revd Joy Ludlow,  

  
Priest-in-charge, 
United Benefice of Thornbury and Oldbury with Shepperdine. 
01454 419229 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 



September 2022 

  

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Thu 

1 
 

6:36 AM 
BST / 0.94 

m 

11:37 AM 
BST / 11.22 

m 

6:53 PM 
BST / 1.07 

m 

11:57 PM 
BST / 11.20 

m 

 6:22 AM 
BST 

7:57 PM 
BST 

Fri 2  
7:13 AM 

BST / 1.20 
m 

12:18 PM 
BST / 10.81 

m 

7:30 PM 
BST / 1.37 

m 

  6:24 AM 
BST 

7:54 PM 
BST 

Sat 3 
12:40 AM 

BST / 10.64 
m 

7:52 AM 
BST / 1.60 

m 

1:03 PM BST 
/ 10.20 m 

8:13 PM 
BST / 1.79 

m 

 First 
Quarter 

6:25 AM 
BST 

7:52 PM 
BST 

Sun 

4 
1:30 AM BST 

/ 9.92 m 

8:38 AM 
BST / 2.09 

m 

1:57 PM BST 
/ 9.50 m 

9:04 PM 
BST / 2.24 

m 

  6:27 AM 
BST 

7:50 PM 
BST 

Mon 

5 
2:29 AM BST 

/ 9.17 m 

9:36 AM 
BST / 2.56 

m 

3:02 PM BST 
/ 8.87 m 

10:13 PM 
BST / 2.59 

m 

  6:29 AM 
BST 

7:48 PM 
BST 

Fri 9  
2:08 AM 

BST / 1.50 
m 

7:17 AM BST 
/ 9.99 m 

2:37 PM 
BST / 1.40 

m 

7:42 PM BST 
/ 10.66 m 

 6:35 AM 
BST 

7:39 PM 
BST 

Sat 

10 
 

3:05 AM 
BST / 0.79 

m 

8:09 AM BST 
/ 10.95 m 

3:29 PM 
BST / 0.74 

m 

8:31 PM BST 
/ 11.61 m 

Full Moon 
6:37 AM 

BST 
7:36 PM 

BST 

Sun 

11 
 

3:55 AM 
BST / 0.22 

m 

8:55 AM BST 
/ 11.76 m 

4:16 PM 
BST / 0.26 

m 

9:15 PM BST 
/ 12.31 m 

 6:38 AM 
BST 

7:34 PM 
BST 

Mon 

12 
 

4:38 AM 
BST / -0.09 

m 

9:37 AM BST 
/ 12.27 m 

4:57 PM 
BST / 0.04 

m 

9:58 PM BST 
/ 12.64 m 

 6:40 AM 
BST 

7:31 PM 
BST 

Fri 

16 

12:01 AM 
BST / 11.24 

m 

7:06 AM 
BST / 1.24 

m 

12:22 PM 
BST / 10.66 

m 

7:22 PM 
BST / 1.51 

m 

  6:46 AM 
BST 

7:22 PM 
BST 

Sat 

17 

12:44 AM 
BST / 10.22 

m 

7:41 AM 
BST / 1.94 

m 

1:07 PM BST 
/ 9.66 m 

7:58 PM 
BST / 2.17 

m 

 Last 
Quarter 

6:48 AM 
BST 

7:20 PM 
BST 

Sun 

18 
1:33 AM BST 

/ 9.14 m 

8:18 AM 
BST / 2.63 

m 

1:58 PM BST 
/ 8.65 m 

8:40 PM 
BST / 2.81 

m 

  6:49 AM 
BST 

7:18 PM 
BST 

Mon 

19 
2:30 AM BST 

/ 8.14 m 

9:05 AM 
BST / 3.24 

m 

3:01 PM BST 
/ 7.81 m 

9:36 PM 
BST / 3.33 

m 

  6:51 AM 
BST 

7:15 PM 
BST 

Fri 

23 
 

1:29 AM 
BST / 2.90 

m 

7:10 AM BST 
/ 8.36 m 

1:54 PM 
BST / 2.77 

m 

7:29 PM BST 
/ 8.89 m 

 6:58 AM 
BST 

7:06 PM 
BST 

Sat 

24 
 

2:20 AM 
BST / 2.31 

m 

7:50 AM BST 
/ 9.20 m 

2:40 PM 
BST / 2.16 

m 

8:07 PM BST 
/ 9.77 m 

 6:59 AM 
BST 

7:04 PM 
BST 

Sun 

25 
 

3:02 AM 
BST / 1.74 

m 

8:25 AM BST 
/ 10.05 m 

3:20 PM 
BST / 1.59 

m 

8:40 PM BST 
/ 10.63 m 

New 
Moon 

7:01 AM 
BST 

7:02 PM 
BST 

Mon 

26 
 

3:42 AM 
BST / 1.24 

m 

8:57 AM BST 
/ 10.84 m 

3:59 PM 
BST / 1.12 

m 

9:12 PM BST 
/ 11.36 m 

 7:03 AM 
BST 

6:59 PM 
BST 

Fri 

30 
 

6:11 AM 
BST / 0.74 

m 

11:13 AM 
BST / 11.86 

m 

6:29 PM 
BST / 0.84 

m 

11:33 PM 
BST / 11.71 

m 

 7:09 AM 
BST 

6:50 PM 
BST 

 
 



Severn Bore Autumn 2022 
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10-Sep Saturday 21:06 21:21 21:41 XX 

11-Sep Sunday 09:30 09:45 10:05 XX 

    21:48 22:03 22:23 XXX 

12-Sep Monday 10:09 10:24 10:44 XX 

    22:26 22:41 23:01 XXX 

13-Sep Tuesday 10:45 11:00 11:20 XX 

    23:00 23:15 23:35 XX 

      
09-Oct Sunday 20:45 21:00 21:20 XX 

10-Oct Monday 09:05 09:20 09:40 XX 

    21:23 21:38 21:58 XXX 

11-Oct Tuesday 09:42 09:57 10:17 XX 

    22:00 22:15 22:35 XX 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

4ward By Post 
 

Would you like to receive a regular copy of 4ward by post? Join our 
mailing list and in exchange for a book of 12 first class stamps every 
year, Vicky Collin will be happy to post one to you.  
 

Please send your stamps directly to Vicky with your address details. 
 

Phone her on 01454 418244 or email vrcollin@aol.com or write to her 
at  

The Cottage, Pullens Green, Oldbury on Severn, BS35 1PW 



 



Thornbury and District League of Friends 

Grant-Giving Programme 2022 
 

Thornbury and District League of Friends celebrated a very successful year 
of community grant awards and support with over 100 guests at our 
Summer Party in late July at Porch House. We all enjoyed a plentiful 
afternoon tea and an uplifting performance by the Thornbury Good 
Afternoon Choir. Several of our grant recipients attended, along with many 
friends and supporters of the League of Friends, so a big thank you to all 
our guests and, of course, to the choir for entertaining us with such a lively 
and eclectic mix of songs. There was also the inevitable raffle which was 
very well supported and much appreciated (especially by the winners!) 
 

This year’s grant-giving programme encourages local organisations to 
apply for a grant towards any health-related project supporting our 
charitable aims, for which they might need our financial assistance. We 
welcome your interest and will consider all requests for help carefully. 
 

The 2022 programme will operate as follows: 
Friday 21 October: Grant Programme Launch event –  

7.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall; 
Friday 18 November: Last date for Grant Application submissions; 
Friday 25 November: Announcement of Grants awarded. 

 
In the meantime, please contact 
Andrea for further information 
regarding the above programme 
(email: abates1101@msn.com or 
mobile: 07736 421272). 
 
The last event of this year will be our 
AGM, which will be held on: 

Thursday 1 December at 7.30pm 
at St Mary’s Church Hall. 

 
We desperately need several more 
active members to help us put on 
future events, so if you are interested 
in assisting in any way, do please 
contact Andrea.  
  
We look forward to another rewarding 
year of supporting health and 
wellbeing in our local community. 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 



WALKATHON 2022 

 

Following on from the successful 
Walkathon held last year, Thornbury 
Rotary is ‘running’ the event again in 
September.  
 
Walkathon 2022 will be run from 17th 
September to 1st October.  
 
Anyone wishing to take part can choose 
whichever date they wish during this 
period. They can also decide on the 
walking route they would opt for, perhaps 
a 1 mile walk around the Mundy Playing 

Fields, or 4 miles around the paths and lanes of Thornbury, or maybe a 
more challenging 10 miles, linking Thornbury and the surrounding villages. 
Walkers can even plan their own route to suit individual/team challenges 
and locations. 
 
Rotary is asking all those who wish to take part to access the Walkathon 
page of their website: www.ThornburyRotary.org/walkathon. All the details 
for the event are available, as well as application forms and sponsorship 
forms. If anyone needs to contact the organiser, Andrew Maxwell, they can 
do so via email: ThornburyRotaryClub@gmail.com or by calling the mobile 
number 07949 072703.  
 
This year, the  principal recipients of the money raised by Walkathon will 
be  Paul's Place (South West), whose mission is to enhance the lives of 
physically disabled adults and those with cognitive and sensory 
impairments, also South Gloucestershire Young Carers, supporting 
children and young people who are in a caring role, and Butterfly Space, 
which is a UK registered charity set up by Thornbury’s own Alice Leaper to 
help local communities in Malawi. 
 
Thornbury Rotary’s president, Stuart Hill, said that he is very keen to have 
as many teams taking part in Walkathon 2022 as possible, to benefit the 
community. The goal is to raise more funds than last year and to have fun 
whilst taking on the challenge. People wishing to take part are urged to 
contact Rotary as soon as they can to register.  
 

 

 

 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 



  Thornbury Orchestra Concert 



“One of Britain’s Best Coastal Walks” - Spotted by an eagle-eyed 

4ward reader in the Times Weekend Supplement, 27 August 2022  
 

  
 

Thornbury Choral Society 
 

Thornbury Choral Society restarts after the summer break on Monday 5 
September at the United Reformed Church at 8pm. The following week, at 
7.30pm on 12 September, we have a Welcome Evening with refreshments 
which will be followed by the rehearsal at 8pm. We shall be rehearsing the 
pieces for our November concert at the Castle School - "The Armed Man" 
by Karl Jenkins and the "Missa Criolla" by Ariel Ramirez, an exciting South 
American piece. If you are interested in singing, or want to make new 
friends, please do come along to our Welcome Evening and give us a try. 
There are no auditions and everyone is friendly and encouraging. 
More information is available from www.thornburychoralsociety.org.uk 

 
St Peter’s Hospice Garden Party - July 17 2022 

 

Many thanks to all who came to the Garden Party in aid of St 
Peter’s Hospice and to everyone who worked so hard to make 
it such a successful afternoon. 130 people attended despite the 
heatwave; £958.45 was raised on the day and since then 
further generous donations have been received giving a profit 
of £1373.45 towards the vital work of our local hospice. The diary date for 
next year is July 16 2023, and we hope to see you all again then. Thank you. 

Kath Burgess 



Thornbury Library 
 

Home Library Service (Books to your door.) Do you, or anyone you know, 
find it difficult to get to the library for books? If the answer is yes, please 
ask about our Home Library Service as we have volunteers happy to help. 
 

“Stay Safe Online” Course with South Glos. Community Learning. 
A course to help you understand online security and support you to find 
ways to protect yourself online. You will learn how to recognise threats and 
the steps you can take to reduce online risks. The course is suitable for all 
those who wish to re-engage with learning in order to improve their 
wellbeing, upskill, and progress to further learning or employment. 
Either:  Wednesday 21 September 11am-1pm at Thornbury Library 
or:  Wednesday 5 October    11am-1pm at Thornbury Library 
Please email: Aimee.Hilbourne@southglos.gov.uk to book your space. 
 

LEGO CLUB Saturday   3 September 9.30am-10.30am 

         *AND* Saturday 17 September 9.30am-10.30am 

Listen to a story or some poems, then create your own LEGO masterpieces 
and display them in the library for your family and friends to see. 
 

Rhymetime: Every Monday (Drop in) & Friday (Bookable) 9.30am-10am. 
 

“BFG’s” (Book Focus Group) for School Year 7 and up 

Spend an hour discussing your favourite books with others. A great way of 
finding brilliant new authors. Second Thursday every month 4pm-5pm.  
 

Meet the author - Lynne Cavendish – at Thornbury Library.  
Monday  19 September from 10am-12pm 

Wednesday  21 September from 10am-12pm 

Self-published Bristol-born author Lynne Cavendish will be in the library to 
chat about her book “The lights came on for Marcia Duncan”.  
 

Computer Support 1-1 Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am 
slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.  
 

 “Sight Support West of England Drop in”. Support and advice for 
people with visual impairments. Monday 26th September 10am-1pm 
 

 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    
Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  
Wednesday:  
Thursday:  
Friday: 
Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 

 

For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping 
in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 
phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 
 
2nd Sep Fri Quiz Night, Memorial Hall  
9th   Sep Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
10th   Sep Sat Ride and Stride around all the benefice churches 
10th Sep Sat Last Night of the Proms, Memorial Hall 
17th Sep Sat Race Night, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7pm 
18th Sep Sun Cricket Club End of Season Social + Match, start 2pm 
23rd Sep Fri Hot Gossip Afternoon Tea, Memorial Hall, 3pm 
24th Sep Sat Coffee, Cake and Craft Fayre 
2nd  Oct  Sun Harvest Festival & Church Fete at St Arilda’s, from 2pm 
7th  Oct Fri Harvest Barn Dance at Naite Farm Barn [By ticket only] 
14th   Oct Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
15th Oct Sat Hall 100 Years, Annual Themed Dinner 
11th   Nov Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
9th   Dec Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz night, first Wednesday of each month. 
Memorial Hall, 7.00pm to 9.30pm 

 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 

 

 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 
on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 

 
 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 July  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   
11.5mm 70.5mm 45.0mm 

0.45” 2.75” 1.77” 
   



 


