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February 

 
When skies are low 
and days are dark, 
and frost bites 
like a hungry shark, 
when mufflers muffle 
ears and nose, 
and puffy sparrows 
huddle close - 
how nice to know 
that February 
is something purely 
temporary. 
 

N M Bodecka 
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Editorial 
 

“If you don’t know history, then you don’t know 

anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is 

part of a tree.”    Michael Crichton 
 

I thought I’d take a leaf from Gerald Porter’s book and start with a quote. 
I always enjoy Gerald’s reports and this month’s crib report is as 
entertaining as ever.  
 

Does 40 years ago counts as history? It seems like only yesterday to me, 
but several people have offered 4ward a copy of the village scrapbook 
compiled by the WI in 1983, so throughout the coming year we will be 
including occasional excerpts. This month we feature a lovely article by the 
late Mary Jennings entitled ‘A Winter Sail’ that surely must have been 
written one crisp February morning. 
  

The Oldbury WI sadly no longer exists, but other local branches are thriving 
and Ann Jones who sends us reports from Hill and Rockhampton tells us it 
is something that all WI's were encouraged to do from time to time and 
they also have one or two amongst their paperwork. The scrapbook runs 
to 162 loose-leaf pages, so there is quite a lot to it and it’s a really 
comprehensive historical record of everything that went on in Oldbury in 
1983. Obviously there has been a lot of changes in the last 40 years. We 
no longer have the Chapel, the two village shops or one of the pubs but 
the village in many ways is still much the same and still thriving, with the 
School, the Community Shop, the Anchor Inn, the Pavilion, the Playing 
Fields, and the Sailing Club. Most important of all, it’s still full of community 
spirit with exciting development projects taking place at the Memorial Hall 
and up the hill in the Church Yard - more about that next month!  
 

One of our regular contributors, Meg Adnams, has always been keen on 
history, and this month she has written a fascinating “Comment” for us on 
ecclesiastical graffiti. 
 

Meg, along with Sandra Grey, and Roger Howell who is the lead 
archaeologist, have been volunteering for many years on a local 
archeological dig which recently featured on the Digging for Britain series, 
broadcast on Sunday January 29 on BBC 2. Meg told us: 
 

“They showed several digs at once from the south of England and ours was 
the first one ("Lower Hazel") in Episode 4. You will briefly see myself and 
Sandra on our knees, and other better-known people like Dr Alice Roberts 
and Professor Stuart Prior, with some Bristol University students. It is on 
BBC iPlayer, listed as Series 10, Episode 4, of Digging for Britain. I look a 
fright in old clothes, digging in the wind with hair everywhere!” 

Chris 



Memorial Hall Matters 
 

Another year starts and there is plenty of activity planned in the Hall, some 
new events and some old favourites. We will regularly update you through 
4ward, WhatsApp, emails and the notice board, so please keep your eyes 
open for upcoming events. 
 

Firstly, an update on the work we are undertaking in the Hall. Both the side 
extension, which will become the main entrance and bar, and the rear 
extension, are progressing well, despite the best efforts of the weather to 
slow down progress. Building Control have been out and passed the first 
two inspections as the work has progressed to the next level. By the time 
you read this, hopefully the roof will be on both extensions. There will be 
challenges going forward, in terms of the work and interaction with the Hall 
users - but we hope to keep this to a minimum. 
 

We are always looking at new ideas for the Hall and how it can be used. 
Becs Day has worked with other parents in the village to introduce a Friday 
evening after-school club where parents can relax, feed the children and 
unwind ready for the weekend. Hopefully this will be a great success and 
lead to other events that younger members of our community can enjoy. 
 

While January has been relatively inactive, it burst into life with the Silent 
Disco on the 28th. As I write this over 50 tickets have been sold so far. 
Last year we sold about 35 so it should be an excellent night. 
 

Early in February is the first Grumpy Man’s Breakfast of the year. If you’ve 
missed this one, don’t worry, there will be another in a few months’ time. 
 

The most significant event in February is the Hall AGM which is at 7.00pm 
on Monday the 13th. Whilst possibly not the most stimulating of evenings, 
you will learn about the previous 12 months’ activity, plus the financial 
position of the Hall. It is also important that you are given the opportunity 
to ask questions and challenge the Management Committee on what we 
are doing with your Hall. 
 

In February and March, we will be screening the 6 Nations rugby, always 
well attended. Watching sport in a communal environment, sharing 
thoughts and a beer, adds to the enjoyment of the match. 
 

March 25th sees the reopening party; keep the date free - more 
information will follow, but I can anticipate an evening which you will enjoy. 
 
March 31st will see the first of Jan Wilcox’s Quiz Nights, tickets will be on 
sale from mid-February in the Community Shop. This is a regular favourite 
and frequently sells out, so form an orderly queue!! 



The Jubilee seems a long way in the past now, but one legacy is that the 
Government have provided a £3 million fund for capital improvements to 
village halls. There are certain requirements that have to be met, i.e. you 
have to have 80% of the funds and they will give 20%. We have applied 
for £26,000, but competition will be strong from other Halls.  
 

Hope to see you all soon! 
Chris Jennings, Chair 

 

Provisional Hall Events Coming Up 
 

Date Event Details Time 

  4 February Rugby International Wales vs Ireland  

England vs Scotland 

14.15 

16.45 

11 February Rugby International Scotland vs Wales  16.45 

12 February Rugby International England vs Italy  15.00 

13 February Hall AGM  Annual General Meeting  19.00 

25 February Rugby International Wales vs England  16.45 

11 March Rugby international Italy vs Wales 

England vs France 

15.15 

16.45 

18 March Rugby International 

with food 

“Super Saturday”   12.30- 

20.00 

25 March Re-opening Party Disco and buffet for the 

reopening of the Hall 

 

31 March Quiz Night Jan’s brain-challenging quiz  

22 April Games Night 

with food 

Board games and food  

27 April - 1 May Thornbury Arts Trail   

 

Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

January 

1st prize. 
2nd prize. 
3rd prize. 
4th prize. 

£20 
£15 
£10 
£10 

Daphne Howell 
Jill Witter 

Colin Keedwell 
Carolyn Watkins 



 



From the 1983 Village Scrapbook: “A Winter Sail” 

 
We plod across the soggy field. As we near the Pill three redshank rise and 
fly calling their shrill warning, the sunlight emphasising the dark and light 
pattern of their wings and rump. The padlock on the dinghy feels ice cold 
and refuses to budge. The tide flooding over the bank recently has left its 
salty deposits, but we did remember to bring the oil and the key turns. 
 
The dinghy is dragged over the muddy compound and down the jetty. Oars 
and gear are loaded and we row to Arilda, our twenty-four-foot Achilles 
cruiser, moored near the mouth of the Pill. 
 
Don sorts out the jib and the burgee. I pump out, but in spite of recent 
rain, the bilges are dry. We remove the main sail corner and put the ensign 
into its socket as we are not racing. In fact, we are the only people here. 
It is still early on this winter Saturday morning. 
 
We heave the engine into place. I heat the cold plug and we both silently 
hope it will start. A good morning, after several pulls it bursts into life, 
shattering the peace, the tension is relieved and we both relax. Next the 
mooring lines are dropped and we noisily splutter out of the Pill mouth, 
avoiding barrels in the water holding up the mooring chains of boats now 
resting on the bank for the winter. 
 
Clear of the limit mark we hoist the main, no need to reef, the breeze is 
light. Next, the jib is unfurled and, bliss, the engine is off; peace returns 
to the Severn. Gently we sail, setting a course between the Counts buoy 
and the Narlwood Lights. A perfect morning, sails are so balanced that we 
hardly need to hold the tiller. We admire the colours, especially of the far 
shore, with the sun shining on the pattern of fields and woods. A raft of 
duck are ahead, by the time I have got the binoculars they have flown, 
leaving us thinking we had seen the blue wing bars and the green head of 
mallard. There is no mistaking though, the five cormorants on the light; 
three fly as we pass, their scraggy necks stretched forward, wings beating 
fast, low over the water. 
 
In spite of the sun and the many layers of clothing, it is cold. We heat some 
water and make hot chocolate, the mug warming our hands and the liquid 
our insides. We turn for home. Near the mouth of the Pill we try the engine, 
it is temperamental, but the wind is perfect, so we gently sail to the 
mooring and do not disturb the quiet, or frighten the waders on the mud. 
We hear instead the thrilling call of a flock of curlew as they fly overhead. 

 

 



 



 
A winter sail to remember with affection, and to cancel out those other 
sails, when squalls come, reefs have to be put in, the boat heels and the 
water sprays over boat and people, finding always unprotected cracks and 
entering warm dry areas; - but those are memories of other days. Today 
we trudge back across Mashcroft to our soup and afternoon snooze, 
content and feeling yet again how fortunate we are to be so near to such 
a wonderful and fascinating river. 

Mary Jennings (written in 1983) 

 
Severn Vale Crib League 2022/2023 

 

Cribbage, (noun.)  A substitute for conversation among those to whom 

nature has denied ideas. 
 

The village sides’ home games are played at the Anchor and both teams 
are well and truly anchored at the bottom of the league table. Sporting 
Oldbury’s early Spring offensive got off to a good start with a resounding 
win in both the league and the doubles KO completion. Ian Bell and Jane 
Perkins’ convincing win in the doubles KO takes them through to the semi-
final. The following week things got back to normal for Sporting as they 
lost the local derby to the Shipwrecked. The Shipwrecked were in no mood 
to go softly-softly and won all three games. Both teams will be looking for 
some good results in the remaining five league fixtures, otherwise they will 
be doomed to Davy Jones’s locker.  

Gerald Porter 

 
Oldbury Cricket Club 

 

I want to play cricket in the Summer and geriatric football in the Winter 

and sing in the village choir …… Neil Kinnock 
 

The cricket AGM was held in January. The Chairman, Toby Summerfield, 
thanked all those who had played, supported and helped the club in the 
2022 season. He acknowledged that there were difficulties that lay ahead 
and these would be addressed at future monthly meetings. Toby was re-
elected as the Club Chairman, Jimmy Garrett elected as the Club Captain, 
Pierce Norton took on the duties of Treasurer and the Secretary’s role is to 
be confirmed. The writer was re-elected as the Club President. Charlie 
Keedwell agreed to carry on his role as groundsman but he said that he 
needed more support from the players to prepare wickets etc. It was 
agreed that a rota would be set up to help with the ground requirements 
during the playing season. Outgoing treasurer Bill Pearce was thanked for 
his work over the last few years. The first monthly club meeting will be 
held in February. 

Gerald Porter, President OOSVCC 



 



Oldbury Coronation Celebration - Planning Meeting 
 

The next planning meeting will be on Tuesday 21 February at 7pm at the 
Memorial Hall. Everyone is welcome who would like to be involved in 
making the Coronation weekend another great Oldbury event to remember! 

 

Matthew Riddle 
 

Oldbury Village Sewer System 
 

Let’s face it, not many folk know too much about the way their waste water 
and toilet waste is disposed of, and probably don’t care too much either. 
Pull the plug on the bath, empty the washing machine, flush the toilet and 
it all vanishes down the pipe. 
 

In most village, town and city locations, all foul-waste and water is 
disposed of through a gravity system where waste is carried in pipes laid 
in a very slight downward plane, using gravity, to the nearest processing 
station. It’s simple, uncomplicated and it works. 
 

Unfortunately for Oldbury, that same simple system cannot be used. This 
is because the village and much of the parish sits in very low-lying land, 
and the nearest processing station is built on much higher ground (in 
Oldbury Lane). The system that the village had to have installed is based 
on a vacuum-pumped one. There are other low-lying locations where this 
system has been used, in Norfolk for example. 
 

In Oldbury village, when foul-waste is disposed of from a home, it is carried 
through a sewer pipe down to an ̀ interceptor’ chamber nearest that home. 
The chambers are usually located in the road, and can be identified by the 
large round black steel covers. Many folk drive over them daily. These 
‘interceptors’ are deep, and are intended to hold quite large volumes of 
waste in each one. When the chamber fills, it is emptied by automatically 
vacuuming the waste along a pipe under the road to the next `interceptor’ 
chamber in the line. This goes on until the waste reaches the pump station 
(located on The Naite, near The Sheepwash). From there the waste is 
pumped up to the processing station. 
 

The pipes that all of the waste is carried through are quite small. They only 
have a diameter of approximately 4 inches (10.16cm) and this is to 
facilitate the maximum ‘suction’ of the vacuum pumps. 
 

*** Please note that sometimes the system can get easily blocked by 
‘extraneous’ items clogging the chamber valves. For this very practical 
reason, all Parishioners are therefore asked: please DO NOT flush away 
any sanitary products, baby nappies of any sort, cotton buds, in fact 
ANYTHING that does not break down or dissolve almost immediately. 
Those items should either be burnt, or put in sealed/tied bags and disposed 
of in the black refuse bin. Thank you. *** 

Glynn Poole 



 



 

1983 Village Scrapbook  

Approximate Numbers and Occupations 
 

Locally Based  Commute to Work  

  9. Agricultural Workers. 

  2. A.I. Technicians. 

  4. B.A.C./Rolls Royce. 

  2. Barmaids. (F.T.). 

  7. Builders Tradesmen. 

  1. Butcher. 

  1. Catering. 

  2. Cattle Hauliers. 

  1. Cemetery Attendant. 

  1. Chef. 

  1. Cider Maker. 

  2. Delivery Drivers. 

  1. Electrician. 

24. Farmers. 

  3. Garage Proprietors. 

  2. Hair Dressers. 

  9. H.G.V. Drivers. 

  1. Herdsman. 

  1. Lighthouse Keeper. 

  4. Master Builders. 

  1. Milkman. 

  1. Milk Marketing Board. 

  2. Motor Mechanics. 

  2. North Avon District C. 

  1. Pest Control Officer. 

  1. Post Office Counter Clerk. 

  9. Power Station. 

  3. Publicans. 

  1. Quarry. 

  1. Rector. 

  2. School Dinner Ladies. 

  1. Sub Postmaster. 

  2. Accountants. 

  1. Anaesthetist. 

  1. Antique Dealer. 

  2. Architects. 

  2. Bank Clerks. 

  1. Barrister. 

  2. Brewery Managers.  

  1. Chartered Surveyor.  

  4. Clerks. 

  3. Company Directors.  

  8. Company Reps. 

  1. Customs & Excise. 

  1. Design Engineer (Filton). 

  1. Engineer. 

  1. Gas Board. 

  1. General Practitioner. 

  1. Graphic Designer. 

  1. Industrial Hygienist. 

  1. Insurance. 

  2. Nurses. 

  1. Physiotherapist. 

  5. School Teachers. 

  1. Sheltered Workshop. 

  1. Travel Agent. 

  1. Union Negotiator. 

  1. University Lecturer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

66. Retired. 



 



Hill & Rockhampton WI 

Report of Meeting – 10 January 2023 
 

Jill Bryant, our new President, welcomed everyone to our first meeting of 
2023 and hoped all members had had a lovely Christmas and that our 
Angels had been given pride of place on the Christmas Tree.  
 

Jill continued by reminding everyone of the various things that we do each 
month, such as Flower of the Month. Any flower can be brought along and 
members can put coins against their favourite. Points are awarded with 
monies raised going to purchase cards for members who are ill or who 
cannot attend meetings for any reason. A raffle is held each month, tickets 
cost £1 and the prizes are always lovely – usually a basket of fruit, a bunch 
of flowers or plant, and a mouth-watering cake, all provided by the 
Committee and the money goes towards Institute funds. There is also a 
monthly lunch club, held on the Wednesday of the week following the 
Institute meeting.  
 

The programme for 2023 has been settled from January to May and copies 
were circulated. The programme is: 
 

  February 14 Oxfam, what happens to the items we take to a charity shop? 
  March 14 Funky Farmer, my time on the farm and You Tube channel  

– Richard Cornock 
  April 11 Land’s End to John O’Groats Charity Cycle Ride – Rob Child 
  May 9 Michaelwood Farm Visit – Claire Nichols’ Goats 
 

If members know of anyone who would be interested in any of these talks 
or visits, please invite them along. The charge is minimal, only £3. 
  
The meeting then broke into four groups to discuss the Resolutions for 
2023. At the end of discussions, the votes were: 
 

Resolution 1: Save our water, every drop counts  8 votes 
Resolution 2: Women to Women    1 vote 
Resolution 3: On-line gambling harm   3 votes 
Resolution 4: Clean Rivers for people and wildlife  6 votes 

 

Since most of the votes were watery, it was agreed that as an Institute we 
would work on these two issues over the coming twelve months. 
 

Our next meeting will be on 14 February (Valentine’s Day) at 7pm. Our 
speaker will be from Oxfam, members are asked to bring along an item 
that can be donated to the charity and we will learn what happens to it 
when we take it to the shop. 

Ann Jones, Institute Secretary 



Church Services for February 2023 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 
St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
5th  10.30am HC    

12th  
  10.30am All Age 
  6.00pm Choral 
              Evensong 
 

19th 10.30am HC 
 

 22nd  7.00pm  
    Ash Wednesday  

   Service of Ashing 

     not communion 

26th  

  10.30 HC 
   4.00pm Muddy 
    Praise in Church  
      Hall 
 

5th 6.00pm  

    Refresh! 
           Christingle 
     
12th 8.00am 

    HC (said) 
 

19th 6.00pm 
    Evening Prayer 
 

22nd 6.00pm 

    Ash Wednesday 

   Service of Ashing 

    not communion 
 

26th 6.00pm 
    BCP Evensong 
 

 
 
 

Open as a place 
of pilgrimage  
and prayer. 

 
For details phone  
01454 260316 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday of 
month.  

10:30am  
 

Please check 
locally  

 
 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 
Morning Service 
Every Sunday  

at 
10.30am 

 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 
Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 
Street 

 

Sunday 
10.30am 

 

Further details contact 
Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 



Christian Comment 

Graffiti? 
 

Archaeologists have many ways of exploring old church buildings but until 
recent years they have not necessarily surveyed keenly the wealth of 
marks and inscriptions carved into masonry or furnishings dating back to 
medieval times. However surveys of these have now been done in Wiltshire 
and Norfolk, and one that featured in "Current Archaeology" magazine last 
month was much further away - St Magnus Cathedral in Kirkwall, Orkney. 
Results that have been published include a book entitled "Medieval Graffiti" 
by Matthew Champion who spearheaded the Norfolk project. This inspired 
Fran Hollinrake, the custodian of Kirkwall’s cathedral, to work with over 70 
volunteers to document the 630 marks in the building. Many could only be 
found by torchlight and climbing around precariously! During the 
Reformation under Henry VIII, statues and windows were smashed and the 
colourful paintings on the inside walls were covered in coats of limewash, 
so being accidentally preserved, and still being rediscovered today. 
 

Over a third of the finds in Kirkwall were mason's marks. These were the 
most common - either assembly marks across adjacent stones to show 
how they should be put together or banker's marks to ensure the masons 
would be properly paid for their work. (16 were the same marks as in 
Durham Cathedral — the same masons?) Other marks were name-and-
date inscriptions or patterns using geometric figures or dots. Other were 
shown to have a probable religious motivation undertaken by pilgrims. 
 

In our own local church we also have carved crosses inside the north porch 
— the main entrance. These would have been "marks of devotion" when 
pilgrims visited St Arilda's burial place before her remains were moved to 
the abbey at Gloucester which became the cathedral we know today. Some 
pilgrims may have continued on to the south coast to cross to the continent 
and make the challenging trek to the church in memory of St James at 
Santiago de Compostela. This was very popular in the Middle Ages. 
Sometimes pilgrims would visit the same churches on the way back and 
draw a rough circle around the crucifix that they had carved originally, to 
give thanks for a safe return. 
 

Both our church porches and the tower survived the drastic fire of 1897 so 
luckily we’re still able to see these ancient marks. So, graffiti or devotion? 
Well, they were all made by people who were there for a purpose with their 
own hopes, fears, emotions and memories, sharing the same space as we do 
today. Making such marks became punishable by law in Victorian times 
though, having been tolerated for centuries when ordinary folk could not write. 
 

Following the thoughtful poems by Ruth and Ian in January’s "4Ward", 
what will our own mark be I wonder? Will we make a positive difference in 
our complex world?            Meg Adnams 



 
 

 

Thornbury Choral Society prepares to Celebrate the Coronation 

with a Special Concert directed by Steven Kings 

Saturday 13 May at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, Thornbury 
 

Thornbury Choral Society resumed rehearsals after the Christmas break 
and is now preparing for their next concert in the Spring. 
 

The programme will reflect the King’s Coronation earlier in May and will 
include Coronation Anthems by Handel and the Coronation Mass by Mozart. 
 

Thornbury Choral Society also cordially invite you to join them in an all-
day workshop to study Poulenc’s “Gloria”, to be followed by a performance. 
The conductor will be Steven Kings and the accompanist Robin Baggs. This 
event will be held on Saturday 25 February at Alveston Methodist 
Church, Wolfridge Ride, Alveston, BS35 3RA. 
 

The cost of the workshop is £15 (includes drinks & biscuits). Lunch must 
be pre-booked for £10, and scores are available for hire at £2. There will 
be a performance retiring collection for the charity Brain Tumour Support. 
 

For further information about this event, including times for the workshop 
and the performance, please email workshop.thornburychoral@gmail.com 
or telephone 01454 417865. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at these forthcoming events! 



Tortworth Lake - Open with Refreshments 

Sunday 5th March from 10am 
 

Tortworth Lake is private with no rights of access. The estate however 
welcomes the public to enjoy this special place on the first Sunday of each 
month from March to October only. 
 

Opening times for 2023 are: 
  5th March, 3rd September & 1st October:   10am - 5pm 
  2nd April, 7th May, 4th June, 2nd July & 6th August:  10am - 6pm 
  January, February, November & December:   Closed 
 

The lake can be accessed on the left-hand side, just before the lay-by, as 
you approach junction 14 of the M5 from the Tortworth direction. There is 
ample parking on site. Dogs are permitted but must be kept on leads. 
 

Refreshments are provided for sale from March onwards. Local clubs and 
charities have for many years been selling refreshments on the open 
Sundays, helping raise funds towards their running costs. These have 
included Tortworth, Cromhall and Charfield primary schools, RNLI, SARA, 
Charfield Junior Football Club, Mind Café and Castle School Thornbury. 
 

For updates on changes to opening times please check the estate’s 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/TortworthEstate or  
www.tortworthestate.com/#lake 

 



 



 
Thornbury Rotary - Swimarathon 2023 

 
Thornbury Rotary Club is once again organising 
the annual Swimarathon, to be held in March at 
Thornbury Leisure Centre. This has become a 
very popular community event over the years, the 
proceeds from which have supported many local 
and national charities and charitable initiatives. 
Swimarathon 23 will take place on Friday March 
3rd and Saturday March 4th. The principal 
beneficiaries this time will be the two local 
charities “South Gloucestershire Young Carers” 
(www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk/young-carers) and “Paul’s Place South 
West” (www.paulsplace.org.uk), an organisation that helps enhance the 
lives of adults who are physically disabled.  
 
Rotary President Stuart Hill has expressed his delight that the Swimarathon 
continues to be popular amongst sponsors, both private and corporate, and 
all those who take part. This fun event is free to enter and it is open to all 
ages, as long as swimmers can manage the length of the pool. The 
swimming is carried out in relay style, with a team of up to 6 people taking 
it in turns to swim a length. Anyone interested in entering a team can 
contact the event organiser Bernard Amos, either via email, at 
RotarySwimarathon@icloud.com or via mobile on 07443 971716. Adult 
teams have been reducing over the years, so Bernard is very keen to hear 
from people who might be able to represent different sports clubs, 
companies, charities, other organisations and groups. There is an 
opportunity for charitable organisations taking part to benefit by receiving 
back a sizeable percentage of the money raised by their teams. Bernard 
would also like to hear from more schools, cubs, brownies, youth groups 
etc. Thornbury Rotary’s website is undergoing some changes, but 
information about the Swimarathon and other Rotary activities is still 
available to view via www.ThornburyRotary.org as usual. Sponsors can 
make pledges and payments by using swimmers’ sponsorship forms or at 
the JustGiving page: www.justgiving.com/campaign/thornburyswim23 for 
direct donations.  
 
Stuart Hill would like to thank all the organisations and individuals who 
have continued to support Rotary through the years, and, on behalf of the 
club, wishes everyone a happy, safe and healthy 2023. 
 
 
 



 



Oldbury Celebrates Nearly £100,000 in Lottery Grant Funding 
 

Local residents in Oldbury are celebrating the news that their Memorial Hall 
has been awarded a Lottery Grant of nearly £100,000 to improve access 
for people with mobility issues, and provide a lobby area, an additional 
lavatory and storage space. The hall in Camp Road has been one of the 
main centres of the village since it was first built in 1922 in memory of 
those killed in the Great War, initially as a hall for returning soldiers to 
meet up and socialise in the evenings. The building work that started just 
before Christmas will provide a new entrance on the side of the hall with a 
more accessible route, leading to a bar area, improved toilet provision and 
new storage space at the back of the hall for tables and chairs. Chris 
Jennings, the Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee, commented "we are 
very grateful to the National Lottery for having faith in us to take the hall 
on to a new stage in its 100-year history, by providing these funds to 
improve the facilities. We have been steadily increasing the use of the hall 
over the last few years, and these new improvements will encourage even 
more folk to use the facilities we have. As well as thanking the National 
Lottery, I am also most grateful for the support of the Hall Committee, 
local residents and organisations that use the hall, and also to Oldbury 
Parish Council and South Gloucestershire Council for getting us to this 
stage." The work is due to be completed in February. 
  

[Press Release from Oldbury Memorial Hall, January 2023] 

 
Severn Vale Flower Club - Flower Arranging Classes 

 

There is an opportunity to attend some basic flower arranging classes 
suitable for beginners and improvers alike, covering posies, triangles, table 
arrangements, parallels & foamless designs. Cost will be about £25-£30 
depending on the number of participants. Mondays 6th / 20th March, and 
April 3rd from 2pm – 4pm. Further date(s) to be announced. 
 

The classes will be held at St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Road, 
Thornbury, BS35 1DR. If you are interested, please contact Brenda on 
b.cook@tinyworld.co.uk or Sally on ssjjtaylor@hotmail.co.uk for more details. 
 

The classes are also suitable for anyone wanting to help with Church flowers. 
 

Alveston Local History Society 

Wednesday 22 February at 7.30pm at Alveston Methodist Church 
 

Liz Davenport will speak on the subject of “A visit to the antipodes in 1852-

1854 and its impact on a unique Gloucestershire House”. Liz is closely 
involved with Woodchester Mansion, a spectacular unfinished Gothic Revival 
masterpiece near Nympsfield. Newcomers and visitors are all very welcome! 



 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.  

 

February 2023 

 

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Wed 

1 

4:05 AM 
GMT / 8.17 

m 

11:07 AM 
GMT / 3.06 

m 

4:40 PM 
GMT / 8.12 

m 

11:48 PM 
GMT / 3.19 

m 

  7:49 AM 
GMT 

4:58 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

3 
 

1:00 AM 
GMT / 3.02 

m 

6:08 AM 
GMT / 8.62 

m 

1:31 PM 
GMT / 2.69 

m 

6:35 PM 
GMT / 8.78 

m 

 7:46 AM 
GMT 

5:02 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

4 
 

1:55 AM 
GMT / 2.71 

m 

6:56 AM 
GMT / 9.19 

m 

2:18 PM 
GMT / 2.34 

m 

7:20 PM 
GMT / 9.36 

m 

 7:44 AM 
GMT 

5:04 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

5 
 

2:37 AM 
GMT / 2.36 

m 

7:38 AM 
GMT / 9.81 

m 

2:57 PM 
GMT / 1.99 

m 

7:59 PM 
GMT / 9.93 

m 
Full Moon 

7:43 AM 
GMT 

5:06 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

6 
 

3:12 AM 
GMT / 2.01 

m 

8:16 AM 
GMT / 10.36 

m 

3:30 PM 
GMT / 1.67 

m 

8:34 PM 
GMT / 10.41 

m 

 7:41 AM 
GMT 

5:08 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

10 
 

5:23 AM 
GMT / 1.21 

m 

10:29 AM 
GMT / 10.95 

m 

5:41 PM 
GMT / 1.18 

m 

10:46 PM 
GMT / 10.62 

m 

 7:34 AM 
GMT 

5:15 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

11 
 

5:57 AM 
GMT / 1.31 

m 

11:04 AM 
GMT / 10.66 

m 

6:16 PM 
GMT / 1.38 

m 

11:22 PM 
GMT / 10.28 

m 

 7:32 AM 
GMT 

5:17 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

12 
 

6:31 AM 
GMT / 1.54 

m 

11:42 AM 
GMT / 10.23 

m 

6:52 PM 
GMT / 1.70 

m 

  7:30 AM 
GMT 

5:19 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

13 

12:03 AM 
GMT / 9.82 

m 

7:09 AM 
GMT / 1.88 

m 

12:26 PM 
GMT / 9.68 

m 

7:31 PM 
GMT / 2.10 

m 

 Last 
Quarter 

7:28 AM 
GMT 

5:20 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

17 

4:18 AM 
GMT / 8.54 

m 

11:29 AM 
GMT / 2.68 

m 

4:58 PM 
GMT / 8.76 

m 

   7:21 AM 
GMT 

5:28 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

18 
 

12:09 AM 
GMT / 2.63 

m 

5:31 AM 
GMT / 9.21 

m 

12:48 PM 
GMT / 2.10 

m 

6:04 PM 
GMT / 9.59 

m 

 7:19 AM 
GMT 

5:30 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

19 
 

1:22 AM 
GMT / 1.95 

m 

6:31 AM 
GMT / 10.23 

m 

1:53 PM 
GMT / 1.29 

m 

7:00 PM 
GMT / 10.63 

m 

 7:17 AM 
GMT 

5:31 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

20 
 

2:20 AM 
GMT / 1.15 

m 

7:23 AM 
GMT / 11.31 

m 

2:47 PM 
GMT / 0.49 

m 

7:49 PM 
GMT / 11.59 

m 

New 
Moon 

7:15 AM 
GMT 

5:33 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

24 
 

5:18 AM 
GMT / -
0.22 m 

10:23 AM 
GMT / 12.61 

m 

5:39 PM 
GMT / -
0.17 m 

10:45 PM 
GMT / 12.05 

m 

 7:07 AM 
GMT 

5:41 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

25 
 

5:56 AM 
GMT / 0.18 

m 

11:08 AM 
GMT / 11.90 

m 

6:17 PM 
GMT / 0.43 

m 

11:31 PM 
GMT / 11.25 

m 

 7:05 AM 
GMT 

5:42 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

26 
 

6:35 AM 
GMT / 0.82 

m 

11:55 AM 
GMT / 10.92 

m 

6:56 PM 
GMT / 1.21 

m 

  7:03 AM 
GMT 

5:44 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

27 

12:19 AM 
GMT / 10.25 

m 

7:15 AM 
GMT / 1.59 

m 

12:45 PM 
GMT / 9.80 

m 

7:36 PM 
GMT / 2.07 

m 

 First 
Quarter 

7:00 AM 
GMT 

5:46 PM 
GMT 

Tue 

28 

1:12 AM 
GMT / 9.21 

m 

7:58 AM 
GMT / 2.38 

m 

1:43 PM 
GMT / 8.72 

m 

8:23 PM 
GMT / 2.87 

m 

  6:58 AM 
GMT 

5:48 PM 
GMT 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Severn Bore Spring 2023 

 

 

 

Month 

Date 
Day 

M
in

s
te

r
w

o
r
th

 

S
to

n
e
b

e
n

c
h

 

O
v
e
r
 B

r
id

g
e
 

P
r
o

s
p

e
c
t 

February           

20th   Monday 07.59 08.14 08.34 X 

    20.26 20.41 21.01 XX 

21st   Tuesday 08.45 09.00 09.20 XXX 

    21.09 21.24 21.44 XXX 

22nd   Wednesday 09.28 09.43 10.03 XXXX 

    21.5 22.05 22.25 XXX 

23rd   Thursday 10.07 10.22 10.42 XXXX 

    22.26 22.41 23.01 XX 

March           

21st   Tuesday 07.44 07.59 08.19 XX 

    20.08 20.23 20.43 XX 

22nd   Wednesday 08.26 08.41 09.01 XXXX 

    20.48 21.03 21.23 XXX 

23rd   Thursday 09.06 09.21 09.41 XXXX 

    21.26 21.41 22.01 XXX 

24th   Friday 09.42 09.57 10.17 XXX 

    21.59 22.14 22.34 XX 

25th   Saturday 10.15 10.30 10.50 X 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Thornbury Library February 

 

Saturday 11 February at 2pm at Thornbury Library. Local performers 
“The Red Herrings” present a Steampunk plot of murder and mystery: 

*** “The Perilous Phlogisticon” *** 
Tickets: £3.20 Library Members; £6.40 Non-Members. 

 

Fairy Tales Craft Session & Treasure Hunt: Wednesday 15 February 

10.30am-12pm. Have wonderful fun being creative in Thornbury Library 
or pick up a craft bag between 11th and 18th February to create at home. 
 
Keeping Warm & Well: Each Wednesday & Thursday 9.30am-4pm 

Come and relax with a warm drink in the library throughout the day. Use 
the computers, or your own iPad, phone etc. (Wi-Fi available). Read a book 
or newspaper, browse the shelves, enjoy a communal puzzle or just relax! 
 
“Have You Read…?” Friday 3 February 2pm-3pm A book group for 
everyone. Come and enjoy an open book group with a difference. No set 
novel to read. Just drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat.  
 
“BFG’s” (Book Focus Group) for School Year 7 and up (9 February) 

Spend an hour discussing your favourite books with others. A great way of 
finding brilliant new authors. Second Thursday every month 4pm-5pm.  
 
Computer Support 1-1 Every Thursday: 9.30am, 10.30am, & 11.30am 
slots. Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and digital support.  
 
Sight Support West of England - Monday 20 February 10am-1pm 
Just “drop in” for support and advice for people with visual impairments.  
 
Exciting News – Award winning author Rachel Joyce will be at Thornbury 
Library on Saturday 18 March. More info to come in March’s library notes. 
 

Staffed Times Open Access (Unstaffed) 
  

Every day:       8.00am – 7.30pm    
Please note: 

A 15-minute lapse will occur 

between staff closing time 

and Open Access starting. 

Monday:  
Wednesday:  
Thursday:  
Friday: 
Saturday:  

9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am -   5.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 

 
For more information on any of the above, please contact us by dropping 
in to Thornbury Library, or email thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk or 
phone: 01454 868006 or visit our website: www.southglos.gov.uk/libraries 
 



 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 
 
10th   Feb Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
13th Feb Mon Hall AGM, Memorial Hall, Doors at 7.00pm 
10th   March Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
25th March Sat Disco and buffet for the reopening of the Hall 
31st March Fri Quiz Night 
14th   Apr Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
22nd Apr Sat Games night / food, Memorial Hall 
 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz Club, first Wednesday of each month. 
(Not June to August inclusive.) 
Memorial Hall, 7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 

 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 
on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 

 
 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 December  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   
113.5mm 90.0mm 163.0mm 

4.47” 3.54” 6.42” 
   
 Totals For Years  

2022 2021 2020 

746.0mm 923.0mm 1072.0mm 
29.32” 36.30” 42.34” 

 



 


