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January 

 
Midwinter days and nights so drear, 
With storm-clouds sweeping o'er the sky— 
The solemn midnight of the year 
Soon pass and leave no token nigh. 
Bare trees that quake beneath the blast, 
Will yet be clothed in leafage bright, 
And days so chill—the Winter past— 
Be bathed in floods of Spring-time light. 
 

Ellwood Roberts 
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Editorial 
 

What a funny old year it’s been! You never quite 
know what’s round the corner these days; 
perhaps it was always like that, but the pre-Covid 

days seemed more predictable to me somehow. Maybe it’s a sign of my 
advancing years that a new year no longer seems full of possibilities - for 
travel, adventure, new friends, new job - but tinged with, not apprehension 
exactly but more a resignation that those once-endless opportunities no 
longer exist, so all the more reason to appreciate and live in the present, 
as you simply can’t predict what lies ahead.  
 

The New Year has always been a time for reflection and making resolutions, 
and two of our readers have committed their thoughts to verse and shared 
them with us. This is not an easy thing to do, in either way, so our thanks 
to Ruth Riddle for sharing both her poem, written in December 2020 and 
reflecting on the first year of Covid, and her faith in a loving God, and to 
Ian Bell for his poem on the passing of 2022 and always striving to be a 
better person.  
  

Another of our readers, Mary Webber, shares her musings about the songs 
and carols of her childhood, which came back to her one dark December 
night. Mary grabbed her pen (or perhaps her iPad) and wrote down her 
memories, and to add to our delight she has illustrated it with her own 
cartoon drawings.  
 

One thing that is predictably changeable is the weather. The seasonal cold 
snap - did I dream it or did we actually wake up to snow one morning - 
came to an abrupt end with storm-force gales and rain, which sadly put 
paid to the annual carol singing at the Anchor. Never mind, better luck next 
year and at least we had already enjoyed the 007 Oldbury on Severn 
singers’ Christmas concert at the Hall. More than half the choir, expertly 
led by Marg Abbot, turned out again at St Arilda’s for the Christmas Eve 
service of carols and readings, and they gave us a lovely rendition of Silent 
Night. Thanks also to the ten village organisations that each decorated a 
tree for the first ever Christmas Tree Festival up at the church.  
 

And finally, an update on my son Nick. Thanks to everyone for the cards 
and notes sent to me, and to Nick in Clevedon, and for your continued 
thoughts and prayers. He was back at work before Christmas, and in spite 
of the fact that both he and the entire rest of my family have been laid low 
with coughs, colds and flu all over the holiday period, his near miraculous 
recovery continues, thanks be to God.  
 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year.  
Chris 



Memorial Hall Matters 
 

December has been a hectic month, with a Grumpy Man’s Lunch, Quiz 
Night, Hot Gossip, the inaugural OO7 choir recital in the Hall, World Cup 
disappointment, and a children’s Xmas party. Thank you to all who have 
organised or helped out at these events. 
 

It is always interesting to look back and see what was happening twelve 
months ago. The Hall had just cancelled the Christmas Eve get together 
because of COVID. It still affects our lives, but it is far more manageable. 
 

We started 2022 with a Silent Disco at the end of January. With COVID still 
fresh in people’s minds we were concerned if we were moving too quickly. 
We were very encouraged with the turn out, and everyone who went had 
a great time, although there were a fair number of sore limbs the next day 
- not used to doing so much physical exercise. We will be repeating the 
experience in January 2023. In early 2022 we were granted an alcohol 
licence which gave us far greater flexibility in organising events. This has 
been a massive positive for the Hall. 
 

With the response from the disco being encouraging, we began opening up 
the Hall for more activities, starting off by the screening of a number of 
sporting events including the Rugby Six Nations. In addition, we offered a 
variety of events catering for different tastes - theatre nights, social 
evenings, Clusterfunk performing in the Hall, and Race Night in conjunction 
with The Friends of Oldbury School, plus the return of old favourites like 
Grumpy Man’s Breakfast, Hot Gossip and the introduction of a Quiz night. 
 
All these were special events in their own right, but there are three events 
that, for me, define 2022. First the Jubilee; the Hall kicked off the 
celebrations with a family breakfast and a display of memorabilia from past 
Coronations and Jubilee celebrations. The Saturday night saw the Hall 
streaming the ‘Concert from the Palace’ - a very memorable weekend. 
Unfortunately, this was followed a few months later by the passing of our 
Queen, a lady of ultimate grace and reassurance for the Nation and wider 
world. The Hall was opened so that the pageantry that we seem to do so 
well as a country could again be shared in a communal format.  
 

Another defining event of the year was marking the Hall’s Centenary. The 
doors first opened in October 1922 and it has been a focal point for the 
community ever since. The themed dinner celebrating the centenary was 
held almost 100 years to the day from when it was first opened. We all 
have a debt of gratitude to the parishioners who gave their time and money 
to build the Hall, and to the many custodians who have kept the community 
spirit alive in Oldbury through Hall events during the following century. 
 



Perhaps the most significant event for 2022 took place in August when the 
Lottery Fund approved our request for £99,999. The award will allow us to 
improve access, provide better facilities, and further enhance the 
experience people have when using the Hall. It will not cover all the things 
we want to do, but it goes a long way in kickstarting the way forward. We 
are pleased to say that work has started on the build program and will be 
finished in the early part of 2023; unfortunately, there will be some 
disruption to people using the Hall. We will try to keep this to a minimum, 
so please bear with us. 
 

The Lottery Commission were very impressed with the community spirit 
that exists within this Parish. Many institutions can only function with the 
help that individuals provide. The Hall is no different, so on behalf of the 
Management Committee I would like to thank everyone who has taken time 
out to assist, in whatever way, in helping the Hall to function. 
 

The Hall AGM is on Monday 13th February at 7pm so please come along 
and find out more about the Hall. 

Wishing you all the best in 2023 

Chris Jennings 

 
Date Hall Event Further Details 

   

Sat 28th January Silent Disco  
  

Sat 4th February Rugby International Wales v Ireland 2.15pm 
England v Scotland 4.45pm 
  

Sat 11th February Rugby International Scotland v Wales 4.45pm 
  

Sun 12th February Rugby International England v Italy 3.00pm 
  

Mon 13th February Hall AGM 7.00pm 
 

Sat 25th February Rugby International Wales v England 4.45pm 
  

Sat 11th March Rugby International Italy v Wales 3.15pm 
England v France 4.45pm 
  

Sat 18th March Rugby International 
/ food 

“Super Saturday”  
12.30pm to 8.00pm 
  

Sat 25th March Reopening party Disco and buffet for the 
reopening of the Hall 
  

Sat 22nd April Games night / food Board games and food 
  

Sat 6th May  Coronation Breakfast, ceremony, 
evening Clusterfunk / disco 

 



 



Oldbury on Severn - Memorial Hall 100 Club 
 

Draw Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New members of the 100 Club are always welcome! 

Forms are available in the Shop, or contact Doug Mills or Angela Conibere 

at Christmas Cottage or aeconibere@hotmail.com or 01454 413828 
 

 

 

Hot Gossip 
 

Thank you so much to all those lovely ladies who came to the most recent 
Hot Gossip Afternoon Tea on Friday 9th December. It was so lovely to look 
around the room seeing everyone smiling and chatting. Obviously, the 
prosecco probably had a lot to do with this!! Also thanks to my lovely team 
for providing such delicious cakes and for all their hard work that is involved 
in holding these pleasant afternoon teas. 
  

Apologies for the absence of the Christmas Quiz (obviously the laptop 
gremlins had decided that this was just not going to happen). However, 
Linda has promised to bring it along to the next Christmas Hot Gossip when 
hopefully we will have resolved the problem. 
  

As Christmas will have passed when you read this, I hope you will have 
had a very enjoyable one and it just leaves me to wish you all a Very Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. 

Jan Willcox 

Quiz Night 
 

Thank you to everybody who attended and stretched and flexed their brain 
cells at the Memorial Hall Quiz. I hope you all enjoyed yourselves because 
I certainly did. It was good to see so many new faces and hopefully you 
will all return for the next quiz, taking place just before Easter. Also, a BIG 
thank you to everybody for buying raffle tickets. We raised £110 which I 
have now donated to Cancer Research UK. I hope you all had an enjoyable 
Christmas and would just like to wish you all a Very Happy and Prosperous 
New Year.  
 

Entry for your 2023 diaries - Quiz Night has been booked for 7.30pm at 
the Memorial Hall on Friday 31st March. 

Jan Willcox 

December 

1st prize. 
2nd prize. 
3rd prize. 
4th prize. 
5th prize. 

£75 
£50 
£30 
£20 
£15 

Mandy Rankin 
Jenny Miller 

Dave Stewart 
John Harbottle 

Christine Stewart 



  



Shop Spot 
 

Happy New Year to all our Customers, Volunteers and Suppliers.  
 

On the Christmas theme, the annual Volunteer Fish & Chip Supper at the 
Oldbury Memorial Hall proved to be a fantastic fun night. This is a way for 
the Committee to say a big thanks to all our volunteers/helpers. With 
volunteers and their partners, over 70 people attended, and the feedback 
was very positive, a great way to bring the community together.  
 

In regards to community spirit, a special mention to the 007 Oldbury Choir 
who performed to a packed house in the Memorial Hall on Friday 16 
December.  Many of the Choir are also Shop volunteers and we often find 
them singing in the Shop. It proved to be a wonderful night, with local 
singers and musicians performing well beyond anybody’s expectations.  
 

The Shop Christmas Hampers were again really popular, we sold nearly 50. 
The Shop volunteers also dressed a Christmas Tree for St Arilda’s Church. 
No doubt the local children are benefiting from the chocolates and candies!  
 

As mentioned previously, the Shop has gone from strength to strength, 
and we’re hopeful we can again make some donations to local good causes 
and local charities in 2023. As usual, we kindly ask the local community to 
recommend any local good causes or local charities they believe should 
receive such a donation. As always, we cannot guarantee every request 
will receive a donation, and equally, at this stage we don’t know the value 
of funds that will be available. So can I kindly ask that any donation 
requests are addressed to myself in a sealed envelope and left in the Shop 
by the end of January 2023. The Committee will then meet in February to 
assess all the requests and decide the final benefactors of such donations.  
 

One final note to any potential new volunteers out there that would like to 
come and join us in 2023. Even if you can’t volunteer to work in the Shop 
there are always jobs that need to be done behind the scenes to make the 
Shop work. If you’d like to join our friendly volunteer family just give me 
a call (01454 418619). That’s it for now - see you next month.  

Chris Awde 

 

Oldbury-on-Severn Coronation Committee 
 

Oldbury Parish Council are forming a Coronation Committee to plan events 
and celebrations in the Parish (Oldbury, Shepperdine, Kington and 
Cowhill). The coronation takes place on Saturday 6 May, with a bank 
holiday on Monday 8 May. A meeting will be held on Monday 9 January at 
7pm in the Memorial Hall, to start planning the celebrations, and all are 
very welcome to attend. Thank you.  

Matthew Riddle 07877 413298 



 



Oldbury Village Cinema Club 
 

The village Cinema Club celebrates 10 years this January with over 100 
films screened to our members. We meet once a month on a Friday evening 
(normally the second Friday) at the Memorial Hall; doors open at 7.30pm. 
The film starts at 8pm so everyone can find their seats, pour a glass of 
wine and get comfy. After the film there’s time to chat about it, pour some 
more wine and socialise. Even if the film’s not to everyone’s liking, many 
just come for a get together and a good evening with friends and wine!  
 

This season we’ve got some fabulous films – a double bill, the latest only 
released last year. A jet paced drama about trainee pilots and a fabulous 
soundtrack. Excitement is guaranteed. We’re also hoping to get the sequel 
to a story about singing Cornish fishermen. If this sounds a bit mysterious, 
our licence conditions mean we’re not allowed to advertise outside of the 
club membership but I reckon it’s an easy guess what films we’re showing. 
Whilst we’re guessing films, we’re hoping to use Jan Willcox’s quizzing skills 
sometime in 2023 and have a film quiz before a screening. It’ll be very 
easy, run for 30 minutes only and prizes will be awarded.   
 

The Club committee is changing slightly at the AGM. Clive Witter and 
Jeremy Burden are offering to stay as secretary and IT projectionist 
respectively and I shall remain in the Chair (unless someone else fancies a 
go at any of those jobs). Unfortunately, after many years in the roles and 
a lot of work, sometimes diplomatic, our club A Team is stepping down. 
Carole Dyke as membership secretary has done a huge amount of work 
keeping the membership list up to date and relevant. This role can’t be 
undervalued as email, word of mouth and telephone are our 
communication methods.  Gerry Dyke has been our treasurer since the 
start and has run the finances flawlessly. Thank you, Carole and Gerry, for 
all the hard work you’ve done over the years – you’ll be missed hugely.  
 

The Club committee are supported by our Selection Panel of six members 
who meet about four times each year to choose the films for the following 
six months. If you wish to suggest a film, then speak to any of our panel 
members, Colin Johnson, Sam Ingram, Linda Jennings, Tony Acton, Ann 
Martin and Guy Fielding, who can take it to their next discussion meeting.  
 

Last year we introduced a feedback process to discover if a film has hit the 
spot. Since then, we’ve had many dozens of films suggested and fed back 
to our panel. Sadly though, we can only show 12 films per year! We’re also 
looking into maybe streaming films, to show recent box office successes. 
 

Our annual subscription is £20 per person payable in January - only £1.66 
per film, great value for money for a good night out! Try a guest evening 
at £3; or to join OVCC or to find out more details, please contact Clive 
Witter Clive2301@hotmail.com or Steve Wright steve3110@gmail.com 

 

See you soon, Steve Wright (Chair OVCC) 



 



The 007’s Christmas Concert 
 

The Christmas concert got off to a flying start with the Bond theme tune 
and the introduction by compère Ian Bell:  
 

“We are the Oldbury on Severn singers and that was our theme 

tune - 007 is our name and singing is our game! We are 

gathered here tonight to entertain you all under the guidance 

and conducting of our excellent choirmaster Marg Abbot. She 

will be assisted along the way by four other musicians.”  
 

 
 

And entertain us they certainly did! What a multi-talented bunch we have 
in our midst! As well as singing, members of the choir played the keyboard, 
guitar, trumpet and harp - not all at the same time obviously! Marg herself 
switched effortlessly from keyboard to guitar and back again while at the 
same time conducting the singing, while Ian proved to be a brilliant compère. 
It was song after song, all with just a brief informative intro by Ian, while we 
sat back, refreshments in hand (the bar was open) and got in the Christmas 
spirit while being thoroughly entertained. It was a brilliant evening. 
 

Chris Tymko 
 

007: contact Marg Abbott 07971 290603 or marg.severnmusic@gmail.com 
 

 



 



Rockhampton Parish Council Report 
 

Speeding vehicles through the village was again the main topic of the 
meeting. Cllrs had agreed at their August meeting to look at the installation 
of ‘Village Gates’ on the Lower Stone Road, however on reflection it was 
agreed that, before any further steps were taken to obtain the necessary 
permissions and the purchase of any gates, further calming measures 
should be investigated for the length of the road running from the entrance 
to the village at the Lower Stone end, through to Thornbury Rugby Club. 
Cllrs asked Ward Cllr Riddle if he would take these suggestions back to 
StreetCare. Cllr England realised that the cost for the supply and 
installation of the ‘Village Gates’ would be the responsibility of the Parish 
Council, but would like to think that other calming measures proposed 
would be covered by StreetCare.   
 

Cllrs approved donations of £50 each to the 4ward Magazine, 5 Alive 
Magazine and Citizens Advice. They also approved the Council’s budget and 
Parish precept for 2023-2024. The Parish precept for 2023-2024 was set 
at £3,700 which would see the typical Band D property contribution 
increase by £3.50 annually. 
 

The next meeting of the Council will take place on Monday 27th February 
commencing at 7.30pm. 

James Carpenter Clerk & RFO 

Rockhampton Parish Council 
 

Three wise snowmen spotted in Shepperdine. 



Church Services for January 2023 

 
 

   

St. Mary’s 

Thornbury 

St. Arilda’s 

Oldbury 
St. Mary’s 

Shepperdine 

St. Oswald’s 

Rockhampton 
 
 
8th   

  10.30am All Age 
           Baptisms    

15th  
  10.30am HC 
 

22nd  
  10.30am HC 
 

 29th   
 8.00am HC  
 

 10.30am Benefice 
‘Job Share’ service 
with bring and share 
lunch at Church Hall 
 

 
 
8th 8.00am  

    Said HC 
     
15th 6.00pm 
    Evening Prayer 
 

22nd 6.00pm 
    Evensong 
 

29th 6.00pm 
    Candlemas 
      evening service 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Open as a place 
of pilgrimage  
and prayer. 

 
For details phone  
01454 260316 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday of 
month.  

10:30am  
 

Please check 
locally  

 
 

Liz Cullimore 

churchwarden 

01454 412208 or 

07876352680 

email 

cullimorel@aol.com  
 

 

   

Catholic Morton Baptist Thornbury Quakers 

Christ the King, 

Thornbury. 

Sunday Mass 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 

www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk 

 
Morning Service 
Every Sunday  

at 
10.30am 

 

See 
https://mortonbaptist.org 

for details 

 
Chantry Community 

Centre on Castle 
Street 

 

Sunday 
10.30am 

 

Further details contact 
Sheila Waters on 

07738495776 

Holy Cross, Wotton 

Under Edge 

Saturday 

(vigil Mass) 5.00pm 

January 1st Thornbury 10.00am Spoken HC Benefice Service   



Christian Comment 

 

Our Time is Now 
 
We cannot select the era of our own birth; 
God is proved wise, as when would we choose? 
 
Witnesses to mighty Roman roads, towns, baths, 
yet occupied by troops from a foreign empire? 
 
A bucolic medieval scene, untainted by industrial sprawl, 
but threatened by impending bubonic plague? 
 
Seeing Shakespeare's newly-wrought works of enduring literary genius, 
yet born in a land where beliefs could mean life or death? 
 
The cultural elegance of Regency society, 
contrasting with the rural toil of so many? 
 
Victorian invention, advancing and accelerating, 
whilst crowding its workers into urban slums? 
 
The bright dawn of telephony, cinema, and some leisure for all, 
overshadowed by the as-yet-unseen horrors of the Great War? 
 
A more modern world, full of tradition, national pride and patriotism, 
sacrificing its youth to fight the threats of fascism and genocide? 
 
Pop, rock, disco; vibrantly exploding for newly-invented teens, 
Against a background of nuclear bombs hoarded by cold-war powers? 
 
Or now? 
 
A pandemic rages, we are confined, we have no freedom... 
 
and yet... we are blessed! 
 
We have community; we have science and technology; vaccination 
spreading hope; lockdown giving time to learn again what is important. 
 
A time to rise to God's challenge of this hour  
- to truly love our neighbours as ourselves. 
 

Ruth Riddle – written in December 2020 



 
 

 

The Littleton Whale 

(In Memory of Charles Olson) 
 

“What you wrote to know was whether 

the old ship canal still paralleled the river south 

of Gloucester (England) 
 

What I never told in my reply was of the morning 

on that same stretch, (it was a cold January day in ‘85), 

when Isobel Durnell saw the whale…. pause 
 

She was up at dawn to get her man off on time 

to the brickyard, and humping up over the banks 

beyond Bunny Row, a slate-grey hill showed, 

that the night before had not been there…. pause 
 

They both ran outside and down to the shore: 

the wind was blowing as it always blows so hard 

that the tide comes creeping up under it 

often unheard…. pause 
 

The great grey-blue thing had an eye 

that watched wearily their miniature motions 

as they… debated its fate” 



The Littleton Whale 

 
There is a mystery that we are hoping our Littleton readers might solve for 
us. Viv Pearce, from Lower Morton, came across the lines on the preceding 
page about the Littleton Whale, on a photocopied sheet of A4 in a box of 
newspaper cuttings and oddments belonging to her late mother-in-law Pat 
Pearce, who was very involved in amateur dramatics. The excerpt seems 
like it might have come from a local drama production as it contains stage 
directions, but it also appears to be based on a real letter quoting, at first 
hand, an account from Isobel Durnell, the wife of the foreman of the 
Brickworks, who was indeed the first person to sight the whale.  
 
Can anyone shed any light on this for us? Did the letter really exist or is it 
just dramatic licence? Has a play about the whale been put on in Littleton 
in recent years - perhaps by Razzle, a rural arts touring scheme which 
operated in South Gloucestershire from 1998 for about ten years 
promoting arts events for people from rural communities? And does anyone 
know who Charles Olson was?  

Chris Tymko 

 

    

Great was the excitement when a whale became beached at 

Littleton-upon-Severn in January 1885 



 



Memories of Childhood Songs 

 
The songs which resonate with me are firstly from around 1945/6. I 
remember my dad trying to help me go to sleep as I lay in my cot with just 
the light from the street lamp and the light from the top of the stairs 
through the slightly-ajar door. Dad would sing “Believe me if all those 

endearing young charms” (which I thought was ‘dearing’ young charms) - 
this was written by Irish poet Thomas Moore in 1808. (I Googled that!) 
 
This song flowed then into "Go to sleep my baby” a lullaby written by 
American composer, Gene Williams, a.k.a. Lawrence Wright, in the 1920s. 
This would be sung to me whilst dad patted me lightly whilst gradually 
fading to a quieter and fading hum and softer pats which alerted me to the 
fact that he was about to slope off to the door and abandon me to the 
darkness! I would watch him quietly until he got to the door; upon his 
reaching it, I would grab the cot side, stand up and wail! Dad responded 
by speaking harshly “get to sleep!” I usually did, but this ritual went on for 
some time, with always the same songs and the same response. 
 
Songs I remember from early days at Oldbury School were the hymns of 
the church season. Being a Church of England School, we had “Assembly" 
mornings and also church services with the school on different occasions 
of the church calendar. I loved the Easter singing of “Jesus Christ is risen 

today”; also “Morning has broken” was a favourite. I particularly loved the 
Christmas carols, especially “Once in Royal David’s City” because I felt very 
special as my namesake was mentioned, with the words “‘Mary’ was that 

mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child”. I also conjured up pictures in my 
mind when we sang “Good King ‘Wences last’ looked out, on the feast of 

Stephen”. I wondered where he went after he’d last looked out, or if 
indeed, he ever went out again! I wondered about the poor man too, who 
came in sight gathering winter fuel. This to me meant carrying a jerry-can 
for petrol - "fuel" for the car was what my father bought, he would say “I 
must get some fuel for the car” and then kept some in a jerry-can just in 
case he ran out! I thought the poor man had run out of petrol and his car 
was somewhere in a snowy lane! “Away in a Manger” topped the favourites 
though; this was the ultimate feel-good ‘Christmas is nearly here’ song, 
which sent me into a warm dreamy glow, picturing myself and my siblings 
all opening our Christmas stockings and presents! Plus, it meant having a 
whole two weeks off school to look forward to into the bargain! 
 
More school-evoking memories are the songs we sang in what was called 
“singing” which we had one afternoon weekly, when we sang standing with 
the girls in front and boys behind, for some strange reason as we were all 
 



 



sopranos; some just giggled and got sent to stand in the corner. The piano 
was played sometimes, but we sang acapella mostly. We belted out, "Early 

one morning, just as the sun was rising". I liked this and sang it 
enthusiastically. Then there was the song of “Barbara Allen”, she was the 
cause of one poor young man by the name of Sweet William laying on his 
death bed dying for love of her, and she let him die, then died herself. I 
could barely get through this song because of the great lump in my throat 
and the tears welling up by the end of it, when she asked her father to “dig 
my grave, as I will die tomorrow”! What an awfully sad song for primary 
school children to have to sing! One thing it did do was put us sensitive 
kids in touch with our emotions perhaps! A good rendering of “Bobby 

Shafto” going to sea with silver buckles on his knee cheered us up 
afterwards though. 
 
The happiest songs were sung in the playground. I loved “The Farmer’s in 

his den” although I wondered why he wasn’t in his farmhouse at the time, 
as a den to me was in the hedge lined with bits of wood - at least that’s 
where mine was. There was “In and out the windows” and “Old MacDonald 

had a farm” (gave a good chance to show off my pig & cow impersonations!) 
“Ten Green Bottles” was a favourite; I always pictured those as being wine 
or beer bottles, and imagined a very drunk person lying on the other side 
of the wall whilst singing this! Ahh! those were the days. I expect when in 
our care homes we shall be listening to our teenage songs, maybe Cliff, 
The Beatles and The Who! I personally would like the Everly Brothers 
singing "Dream, Dream, Dream” and then I can think of my dad’s voice 
singing softly to me, then shouting “get to sleep!” - always makes me smile! 
 

Mary Webber (nee Hughes) 

 
 

 



 



Tide Table: Inward Rocks, River Severn.  

January 2023 
 

Day High 
 

Low 
High 

 

Low 
High Moon Sunrise Sunset 

Sun 

1 

2:33 AM 
GMT / 8.96 

m 

9:33 AM 
GMT / 2.15 

m 

3:05 PM 
GMT / 8.99 

m 

10:09 PM 
GMT / 2.17 

m 

  8:16 AM 
GMT 

4:11 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

2 

3:40 AM 
GMT / 8.71 

m 

10:41 AM 
GMT / 2.34 

m 

4:11 PM 
GMT / 8.82 

m 

11:18 PM 
GMT / 2.34 

m 

  8:16 AM 
GMT 

4:12 PM 
GMT 

Fri  

6 
 

2:11 AM 
GMT / 2.22 

m 

7:12 AM 
GMT / 9.92 

m 

2:34 PM 
GMT / 1.99 

m 

7:34 PM 
GMT / 10.02 

m 
Full Moon 

8:15 AM 
GMT 

4:16 PM 
GMT 

Sat  

7 
 

2:53 AM 
GMT / 2.11 

m 

7:53 AM 
GMT / 10.34 

m 

3:13 PM 
GMT / 1.86 

m 

8:13 PM 
GMT / 10.35 

m 

 8:15 AM 
GMT 

4:18 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

8 
 

3:29 AM 
GMT / 2.00 

m 

8:30 AM 
GMT / 10.64 

m 

3:48 PM 
GMT / 1.74 

m 

8:50 PM 
GMT / 10.55 

m 

 8:14 AM 
GMT 

4:19 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

9 
 

4:04 AM 
GMT / 1.88 

m 

9:07 AM 
GMT / 10.77 

m 

4:22 PM 
GMT / 1.65 

m 

9:25 PM 
GMT / 10.58 

m 

 8:14 AM 
GMT 

4:20 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

13 
 

6:22 AM 
GMT / 1.86 

m 

11:31 AM 
GMT / 9.80 

m 

6:43 PM 
GMT / 1.86 

m 

11:52 PM 
GMT / 9.37 

m 

 8:11 AM 
GMT 

4:26 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

14 
 

7:00 AM 
GMT / 2.05 

m 

12:14 PM 
GMT / 9.36 

m 

7:23 PM 
GMT / 2.10 

m 

  8:11 AM 
GMT 

4:28 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

15 

12:38 AM 
GMT / 8.95 

m 

7:42 AM 
GMT / 2.28 

m 

1:03 PM 
GMT / 8.94 

m 

8:08 PM 
GMT / 2.36 

m 

 Last 
Quarter 

8:10 AM 
GMT 

4:29 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

16 

1:31 AM 
GMT / 8.59 

m 

8:31 AM 
GMT / 2.50 

m 

2:00 PM 
GMT / 8.60 

m 

9:01 PM 
GMT / 2.58 

m 

  8:09 AM 
GMT 

4:31 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

20 
 

12:25 AM 
GMT / 2.36 

m 

5:53 AM 
GMT / 9.65 

m 

1:01 PM 
GMT / 1.98 

m 

6:22 PM 
GMT / 10.07 

m 

 8:05 AM 
GMT 

4:37 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

21 
 

1:34 AM 
GMT / 1.87 

m 

6:47 AM 
GMT / 10.59 

m 

2:05 PM 
GMT / 1.36 

m 

7:14 PM 
GMT / 10.97 

m 

New 
Moon 

8:04 AM 
GMT 

4:39 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

22 
 

2:33 AM 
GMT / 1.26 

m 

7:37 AM 
GMT / 11.51 

m 

3:01 PM 
GMT / 0.69 

m 

8:02 PM 
GMT / 11.74 

m 

 8:03 AM 
GMT 

4:41 PM 
GMT 

Mon 

23 
 

3:25 AM 
GMT / 0.67 

m 

8:24 AM 
GMT / 12.22 

m 

3:50 PM 
GMT / 0.14 

m 

8:48 PM 
GMT / 12.24 

m 

 8:02 AM 
GMT 

4:42 PM 
GMT 

Fri 

27 
 

6:23 AM 
GMT / 0.41 

m 

11:33 AM 
GMT / 11.53 

m 

6:46 PM 
GMT / 0.49 

m 

  7:56 AM 
GMT 

4:49 PM 
GMT 

Sat 

28 

12:00 AM 
GMT / 10.83 

m 

7:06 AM 
GMT / 0.95 

m 

12:26 PM 
GMT / 10.66 

m 

7:31 PM 
GMT / 1.17 

m 

 First 
Quarter 

7:55 AM 
GMT 

4:51 PM 
GMT 

Sun 

29 

12:55 AM 
GMT / 9.97 

m 

7:52 AM 
GMT / 1.61 

m 

1:23 PM 
GMT / 9.73 

m 

8:19 PM 
GMT / 1.91 

m 

  7:54 AM 
GMT 

4:53 PM 
GMT 

Tue 

31 

2:57 AM 
GMT / 8.50 

m 

9:48 AM 
GMT / 2.81 

m 

3:32 PM 
GMT / 8.32 

m 

10:26 PM 
GMT / 3.05 

m 

  7:51 AM 
GMT 

4:57 PM 
GMT 

 



  



Colouring (for young or old!) kindly created for us by Lorna Page 



Alveston Local History Society 
 

We should like to announce the first three meetings for 2023. 
 

Wednesday 25 January at 7.30pm in Alveston Methodist Church 

In January we shall welcome back a friend of this society - Ronald Hutton. 
He will talk about Queen Elizabeth the first.  
 

Wednesday 22 February at 7.30pm in Alveston Methodist Church 

In February, Liz Davenport will speak on the subject of 'A visit to the 

antipodes in 1852-4 and its impact on a unique Gloucestershire House'. 
She is closely involved with the Woodchester Mansion. 
 

Wednesday 22 March at 7.30pm in Alveston Methodist Church 

In March, Roy Ackerill will talk about printing and 'Gutenberg to Gates'. 
 

All these meetings begin at 7.30pm on the 4th Wednesday of the month. 
There is a £5 charge for each evening, including coffee or tea, and biscuits. 

 
Thornbury Orchestra Concert 

Sunday 29 January at 5pm in St Mary's Church, Berkeley 
 

The music at this concert in Berkeley will include a selection of popular 
classics including the Hansel & Gretel Prelude (Humperdinck), a Fantasia 

on Welsh Nursery Tunes (G Williams), the Gaelic Symphony (H Beach), 
and extracts from 'Rodeo' by A Copland. 
 

Tickets, available on the door, are £10 for adults, with children and 
concessions free. The concert is being held in aid of New Start Debt Advice 
Service, which is based in Thornbury. For more details, please contact 
info@thornburyorchestra.org.uk 
 

Thornbury Orchestra was founded in November 2002 and draws players 
from across South Gloucestershire and beyond. We rehearse regularly in 
St Helen’s, Alveston, and normally we perform two or three concerts a 
year, all in support of local charities. We are always keen to hear from 
interested players, and currently have a number of vacancies. Please visit 
our website for more details www.thornburyorchestra.org.uk 
 
Advance Notice: Special Events at Thornbury Library in February 

 

Saturday 11 February at 2pm at Thornbury Library. Local performers 
“The Red Herrings” present a Steampunk plot of murder and mystery: 

*** “The Perilous Phlogisticon” *** 
Tickets: £3.20 Library Members; £6.40 Non-Members. 

 

Fairy Tales Craft Session & Treasure Hunt: Wednesday 15 February 

10.30am-12pm. Have wonderful fun being creative in Thornbury Library 
or pick up a craft bag between 11th and 18th February to create at home. 



New Year Reflection 

 
After the season of holly, mistletoe, and good cheer 

Comes another prime event it is the New Year. 
Ending the revelry of Christmas it is a celebration prime 

Bringing merrily an ending to all that previous good time. 
So we all do our thing on that changeover night 

Following traditions that for years seem to be right. 
But to me there is one question missing at this time 

Am I all that I should be is my life fine? 
At the turn of the year we gather and celebrate 

The passing of the past and the coming of our fate. 
In recent years I have stopped and reflected on the year 

Asking if my performance and conscience are clear? 
Have I been to all around what I should be in life 

Fairly treating family, friends, workmates, and wife. 
I have found there is much that could be better for me 

Being honest about failings that in myself I see. 
So, each year like Scrooge I vow to change 
And those poorer sides of me to rearrange. 

Advancing into the New Year with resolutions made 
Willing to look inside and not to be afraid. 

Are you able to look in the mirror and feel OK? 
Or are there things that you prefer to hide away? 
Square up and look yourself in the eye and say 

Tomorrow I will not be poor in any way. 
Now is time for all to view ourselves without fear 

To be a better person when entering the New Year. 
 

Ian Bell – December 2022 

 
 
 

St Peter’s Hospice  - Winter Warmer Lunch 

Monday 23 January at 1pm 

in the Methodist Church Hall, Thornbury 
 

St Peter’s Hospice Severnside Support Group would be 
delighted to welcome you to our Winter Warmer lunch. 

 

This lunch will be Cottage Pie and Crumble, followed by tea/coffee 
– there will be a vegetarian option available. 

 

Tickets are priced at £10 per person and are available from the 
St Peter’s Hospice Shop, High Street, Thornbury, from 6th January. 

 



 



Calendar Dates for Oldbury 
 

All subject to current coronavirus rules. Check before going!        . 

 
2023 

13th   Jan Fri OVCC Film Show & AGM, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.15pm 
28th  Jan Sat Silent Disco, Memorial Hall 
10th   Feb Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
13th Feb Mon Hall AGM, Memorial Hall, Doors at 7.00pm 
10th   March Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
25th March Sat Disco and buffet for the reopening of the Hall 
14th   Apr Fri OVCC Film Show, Memorial Hall, Doors open at 7.30pm 
22nd Apr Sat Games night / food, Memorial Hall 
 
 

If you have any more local events that you would like to include in this 

diary, please email the magazine at 4wardmag@gmail.com 
 

The Jazz Night, first Wednesday of each month. 
Memorial Hall, 7.30pm to 9.30pm 

 

Oldbury Whist Drives, 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of the month, at 7.30 pm in the Westmarsh Lane Pavilion 

 

 

Oldbury Elders Luncheon Club - Please note earlier time. 

Meet at 11.45am in the dining room, lunch served at 12noon, 
on the last Tuesday of the month.  

Thanks to Mark Sorrell and the team at the Anchor.  
Any enquiries to Sue Keedwell tel: 417103 

 
 
 

 

Rainfall 

 

 November  

   

2022 2021 2020 

   
171.5mm 8.0mm 77.0mm 

6.75” 0.31” 3.03” 
 

Keeping Warm and Well 

Each Wednesday and Thursday 9.30am-4pm at Thornbury Library 
 

Come and relax with a warm drink in the library throughout the day. Use 
the computers, or your own iPad, phone etc. (Wi-Fi available). Read a book 
or newspaper, browse the shelves, enjoy a communal puzzle or just relax! 



 


